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Dear Houghton Church Friends,

We have now done 13 Get-to-Know-You Gatherings, with 5 in just the last week! That’s 131 people, plus
several kids. It's been such a huge blessing to connect with so many of you. The small group settings allow
for each person to share their experiences and thoughts with us. We definitely have learned a lot more
about who you are, where you live, what your life circumstances are, what you think, etc. Obviously, we are
only touching the tip of what it means to know this congregation, but all of this connecting is deeply
valuable. The more folks we meet, the greater the joy in our hearts that God has sent us here to walk with
you!

If you were in church on Sunday, you know that we have started a new sermon series on the work of the
Holy Spirit in the book of Acts. The Holy Spirit shows up at the beginning of Acts and empowers people to
follow Jesus and spread the good news of the gospel wherever they go. That’s why the name of the series is
Empowered! We believe that no church will accomplish anything of significance for the Kingdom of God
without the work and direction of the Holy Spirit.

And ... GREAT NEWS ... God is eager to pour out his Holy Spirit on anyone who desires it! That is truly
exciting, because it means we're not desperately trying to get God’s attention. We are, instead, responding
to his gracious invitation to be Empowered with the Holy Spirit and build the Kingdom of God.

Over the next several Sundays we will actively seek more and more of the Holy Spirit in various aspects of
life. As we are filled more and more with the presence and power of God, we will begin to spread out, just
as the first Christians did, and bring the hope and healing of Jesus to those around us.

God is on the move!

Pastors Bill & Kristen
kristenallen@hwchurch.org
billallen@hwchurch.org
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Continued

GET-TO-KNOW-YOU GATHERINGS

KIDS MIN THIS WEEK

e This week in Kids Connect, kids see how God protected the Israelites during the ten plagues and
the Passover. THE BIG IDEA: God helps when we're in trouble. THE BIBLE: Exodus 7:14-10:29,
12:21-30; Philippians 1:25-28

e September Memory Verse: Psalm 121:2 - My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of Heaven and
Earth.

e Kids Club: Kids in grades PreK - 6th, join us this Saturday from 9:30-11:00am for a morning of fun,
faith, and friends in the Primary Assembly Room!

e Preteen Hangout: Kids in 5th and 6th grade, come during youth group time on Sunday from 6-8pm,
for your own time of fun with friends and God!

OBITUARY

Michael Grant, a resident of Honeoye, passed to the Glory of Christ on Tuesday, September 10, 2026 while he was
doing what he loved, camping in his home state of New York. He was born on November 15, 1958 in Kingston, a son
of the late Harold and Evangeline Osgood Grant. On May 18, 1996 he married Donna Hartman who survives.
Surviving in addition to his wife are his children, Aaron Michael (Sarah) Grant of Groton, SD, Daniel (Martha) Grant of
Henrietta, Amanda Baker of Champaign, IL, C. Thomas (Rebecca) Calhoun of Walworth, Chelsea (Shaun) Young of
Casselberry, FL, 14 grandchildren, Cyralina, Madeline, Evangeline, Aaron, Emma, Aiden, Ethan, Liam, Zoe, Luke, Tyler,
Siera, Nadine and Sterling, his siblings, : David (Molly Wenke) Grant of Florida; Vicki Grant-White (Earl) of Houghton,
Valerie (Michael) Smith of Caneadea, and Rebecca (Larry) Griffin of Palmetto, Florida and many nieces and nephews.

Family and friends may gather from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm on Friday, September 18, 2026 at the Kopler-Williams
Funeral Home located at 21 N Genesee Street, Fillmore. A funeral service will be held on Saturday, September 19,
2026 at 1:00 pm in the Houghton Wesleyan Church. Pastor Jon Cole will officiate. Burial will be in Mt. Pleasant
Cemetery, Houghton. The service will be streamed.
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Kristen Allen, Co-Pastor kristenallen@hwchurch.org

Bill Allen, Co-Pastor billallen@hwchurch.org
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Casda Danner, Valley PreSchool Dir casdadanner@hwchurch.org
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Church Office M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM



