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Dear HWC Friends,

This fall we are leaning into our need for God’s presence by exploring the book of Acts in our sermon series
Empowered.

Acts is full of the action - specifically, the actions of the first followers of Jesus, who, after his resurrection
and ascension, received the gift of Jesus’ presence by the Holy Spirit. Our goal in this particular series is not
so much to gain a greater understanding of the Holy Spirit (although that is always helpful and needed), but
to move into a deeper experience of God’s Spirit. We are stretching out in faith, believing that, like those
first disciples, we too can be empowered by the Holy Spirit for ministry.

Way back in 1739, some interesting conversations occurred between Bishop Joseph Butler and a young
clergyman named John Wesley. Wesley was accused of spreading “‘enthusiasm” among the people with his
preaching about finding new life in Jesus Christ. Bishop Butler told Wesley, “Sir, the pretending to
extraordinary revelations and gifts of the Holy Ghost is a horrid thing, a very horrid thing.” Wesley
responded, ‘| pretend to no extraordinary revelations, or gifts of the Holy Ghost: none but what every
Christian may receive, and ought to expect and pray for.”

Wesley reminds us that being empowered by the Holy Spirit isn’t something that’s just for special people or
special occasions; it’s really the gift of God’s presence that is the birthright of all people who belong to
Jesus. We can always seek more of God’s presence.

| wonder: what would look different in my life if | allowed God to fill me with his Spirit more and more?
What is God longing to empower me to do? What is God longing to empower us as a church to move
toward with more energy?

Will you pray about that with us this week? Let’s make this our prayer together: Come, Holy Spirit!
God is on the move!

Pastors Kristen & Bill

This Sunday’s sermon: EMPOWERED: Show Up (Acts 8: 26-40 (NIV)
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REMINDER: Communion is served at both services on the first Sunday of each month

e We invite all worshipers to participate; Christ welcomes everyone who sincerely believes and seeks
him. Come to the front, receive a piece of unleavened, gluten free bread, dip it in the cup and eat. You
may receive an individual cup from the other server, if you prefer. To be served at your seat, please
inform the usher.

KIDS MIN

e October Lessons: "Road Trip: Have you ever been on a road trip? When we think of road trips, we
might think of gas station snacks, singing along to our favorite songs, and taking in the sights — but
when the Israelites went on a “road trip” of their own through the wilderness, it was a little less
glamorous. Okay, it was a lot less glamorous. In this series, we’'ll introduce kids to some of God’s
“rules of the road,” from Moses and the ten commandments all the way to what Jesus called the
Greatest Commandment — to love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Together, we’ll
discover that we can love God and others by putting God first, worshiping God, loving our families,
and loving everyone.” Week 1 is the 1st and 2nd Commandments.

e October Memory Verse: Luke 10:27 - Love the Lord Your God with all your heart and with all your
strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.

YOUTH

Discipleship Hour 9:45 a.m. Genesis — Abraham

Youth Group 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Storyteller 4: God’s grace is available to all who respond. Meal Night!
Wednesday Prayer Breakfast 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room



