
September 22, 2026 
 
 
Dear Houghton Wesleyan Church Family, 
 
This week in worship we explored the way that God formed the first Christians into a deep and living 
community, described in Acts 2.  This incredibly diverse group of people devoted themselves to learning about 
Jesus, building friendships around the table, and praying together.  What was true for them is still true for us: 
sanctification happens in community.  We need each other! 
 
This church has a rich history of living life together and caring for each other, and we now have a dedicated 
team of people organizing our efforts.  Our new Care Team is being led by Mim Case, Casda Danner, Phyllis 
Gaerte, and Heather Templeton, and Prayer Coordinators Paul & Gloria Rowley.  This new way of organizing is 
an updated version of our former lay shepherding program, and had its official kick-off on Sunday.  We would 
love for you to get involved by checking out the chart below, which details how you can both give and receive 
help. 
 
We are so grateful to be part of this vital church family!  What an incredible blessing we have in each other. 
 
God is on the move! 
 
Pastors Kristen & Bill 
 

 
 



KIDS MIN 
• This week in Kids Connect, kids see how God provided food and water for the Israelites when they 

complained to Moses. 
THE BIG IDEA: God helps us help others. 
THE BIBLE: Exodus 15:22-25, 16:1-16, 17:1-7; Philippians 2:1-4 

• September Memory Verse: Psalm 121:2 - My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
• We're so proud!!  Our HWC Kids raised $99.24 in tithe last year to be used for God's Kingdom.  This past 

Sunday, they voted and chose to buy bed nets for 5 families through World Vision to keep them safe 
from bugs and disease.  Way to go HWC Kids! 

 
YOUTH 
FOLLOW 2026 is a national Wesleyan youth convention in Cincinnati December 28-31 with worship, teaching, 
fun, and thousands of students pursuing Jesus together. Register here by September 27 for the $325 rate. A 
$50 deposit may be submitted to the church.   
 
MEN’S PANCAKE BREAKFAST THIS SATURDAY 
HWC Men’s Ministry seeks to encourage and strengthen fellowship between the men of our church with the 
aim of growing in the grace and service of our Lord Jesus Christ. All men of the church are most welcome at 
our pancake breakfasts held about once a month at 8am Saturday morning. It’s a time of fellowship, food, and 
some thoughtful sharing about our walk with Christ. Breakfast is free & we’d love to have you join us!  
 
CHURCH CHOIR MEETS TONIGHT FROM 6 to 7 P.M. 
Church Choir rehearsals meet twice per month throughout the academic year.  Many years (decades, in fact) of 
choral singing experience are represented in the choir, along with inspiring devotion to Jesus Christ and the 
ministry of worship in the Church.  Please note that new members (including high school and college 
students) are always welcome in the choir, where there is room for additional singers in all sections! If you've 
felt a "nudge" to try choir, to share your musical gifts in this ensemble, and are available and willing to come 
tonight.  Notify Judy Congdon (judycongdon@hwchurch.org) and we’ll be sure to have a chair and music ready 
for you. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 9:30 to 10:45  
Denise Zambrano leads this study on Isaiah: Be Comforted, Feeling Secure in the Arms of God, by Warren 
Wiersbe.   If you are interested, please come join us. If you have questions please contact Lyn Harter at 
Lharter@hotmail.com 
 
STAFF  
Kristen Allen, Co-Pastor kristenallen@hwchurch.org  
Bill Allen, Co-Pastor billallen@hwchurch.org  
Jon Cole, Youth Pastor joncole@hwchurch.org  
Emily Spateholts, Children’s Pastor emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org  
Judy Congdon, Organist & Choir Dir judycongdon@hwchurch.org  
Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Dir amandacox@hwchurch.org  
Casda Danner, Valley PreSchool Dir  casdadanner@hwchurch.org 
Luke Ogden, Dir of Physical Plant lukeogden@hwchurch.org  
Patty Stalker, Administrative Asst pattystalker@hwchurch.org  
Church Office M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM 

  

https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/b6c56f40
mailto:Lharter@hotmail.com

