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The Beauty of the Body of Christ 
 

 As we near the end of our second month here, we are giving thanks for YOU every day!  What a 
joy it is to hear your stories, meet your children, make new friends, reconnect with old friends, hear 
about your jobs, work together on committees, and worship and pray alongside you.   
 

 Last Sunday we explored the first community of believers in Acts 2:42-47, and saw how the Holy 
Spirit knit them together into a beautiful Body of Christ.  It’s such a privilege to see that same beauty 
unfolding before our eyes as we get to know this Body of Christ here at HWC.  God has been at work for 
so many years here, and there is an abundance of the fruit of that all around us, evident in the way you 
love God, each other, and the world. 
 

 In the sixteen Get-To-Know-You-Gatherings we’ve had, we’ve met with 165 of you (plus several 
more kids who were having too much fun together to be counted). The photos below and on the next 
page form a snapshot of the beauty of the Body of Christ that God has formed here at HWC (with our 
apologies to the gatherings at which we forgot to take a photo!).  Look at these faces: they are just a 
few of the many people who make up our community of faith.  We are grateful for all of you, whether 
we’ve had the opportunity to meet in person yet or not.  Thank you for your investment in this church 
and in your relationship with God.  We are humbled and grateful to be your pastors. 
 

God is on the move! 
 

Pastors Bill & Kristen 
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- October Lessons:  "Road Trip - Have you ever been on a road trip? When we think 
of road trips, we might think of gas station snacks, singing along to our favorite songs, 
and taking in the sights — but when the Israelites went on a “road trip” of their own 
through the wilderness, it was a little less glamorous. Okay, it was a lot less glamor-
ous. In this series, we’ll introduce kids to some of God’s “rules of the road,” from     
Moses and the ten commandments all the way to what Jesus called the Greatest 
Commandment — to love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Together, we’ll 
discover that we can love God and others by putting God first, worshiping God, loving 
our families, and loving everyone. 
 
• October Memory Verse  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids Club:  Saturday, October 17th, 9:30-11:00am - PreK-6th grade - This year, we're 
travelling the world together through Global Partners' "One Big World" curriculum. 
•   Kids will learn how they can make a difference by discovering different countries 

and cultures and the people who serve God there.  In October, we're meeting the 
Nune people, a Muslim group in Central Asia, and learning, through the story of   
Esther, that "I am making a difference by standing up for what I believe in."  See 
what we're studying here:  https://www.globalpartnersonline.org/childrens-mission-
resources/ 

 

Preteen Hangout: Sunday, October 18th, 6:00-8:00pm for grades 5 & 6  
 

What is Pastor Emily reading?   
Autism in the Church by Julie Pratt and  
How to Make Your Church Autism-Friendly by       
Stephen Bedard.  Want to read it next or talk about 
the topic?   
Reach out at emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org to set 
up a chat!  ***Did you know that Pastor Emily has 
many parenting and kids' discipleship books available 
in her office.  Parents, stop by and take a look and 
borrow for a read! 

https://www.globalpartnersonline.org/childrens-mission-resources/
https://www.globalpartnersonline.org/childrens-mission-resources/
mailto:emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org
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Kaleidoscope Class: September 27-October 11 
The Kaleidoscope class meets during our Sunday morning Discipleship Hour, 9:45-10:45 in the Commu-
nity Room.  It’s designed to be a casual and interactive format that covers a variety of topics. Everyone is 
welcome! Starting September 27, Michael Jordan will be giving an overview of his new book, The Sacra-
mental Life: Baptism, Communion, and God’s Great Story.   
  
9/27 – He will talk on the theme of self-centered worship. 
  
10/4 – He will talk about how the sacraments give us an alternative trajectory for worship. 
  
10/11 – He will walk through 10 suggestions for Gospel-centered worship that orients us in God’s story. 

HWC Global Mission  2026-27 “NEWBIES!” 
Introducing new missionaries joining our team of supported global Kingdom workers:   

  
Bethany Witkowski, Global Partners, Vienna Austria – Bethany grew up in 
WNY and attends Community Wesleyan in Horseheads, NY while currently 
teaching high school. Bethany, a HU grad, served with Global Partners in  
Europe 2012-2019, and with YWAM in Switzerland and Egypt 2022-2024.     
Currently Bethany is under appointment with Global Partners to serve full-time in 
Vienna in outreach to immigrants and refugees.  She anticipates moving to Aus-
tria in 2027 as God supplies full funding.   We welcome this gifted partner to our 
Houghton Wesleyan global outreach team. 
  
 
D.J. Merriam, Aviation, Proclaim Aviation Ministries/ Moody Aviation, Spo-
kane, WA – DJ grew up in WNY and attended Houghton Wesleyan youth as a 
teen.  He currently is a certified airplane mechanic and teaches missionary pilots 
and mechanics at Moody’s Aviation School, equipping the next generation of 
missionary aviators in multiple agencies.  What a thrill to empower one of our 
own in this vital service for the Lord’s work around the world. 
  
In addition, HWC is offering partial-level support to Wes and Dana Brown, SIM 

missionaries in Kenya.  Wes, who had been working with an indigenous tech support service for 
Christian hospitals and clinics, Banda Health, is now back to full-time with SIM mission in team lead-
ership.  Dana mentors university students. 
  
Thank you for prayerfully and financially supporting our whole global missions family! Stay up-to-
date on all our missionaries with the monthly Missionary Mailbag flyer available in the foyer and via 
direct email.  

Fillmore Food Pantry Food Distribution Dates in October 
        October 14, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
        October 28, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
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HWC Men’s Ministry seeks to encourage and strengthen fellowship between the men 
of our church with the aim of growing in the grace and service of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. All men of the church are most welcome at our pancake breakfasts held about 
once a month at 8am Saturday morning. It’s a time of fellowship, food, and some 
thoughtful sharing about our walk with Christ. Breakfast is free & we’d love to have 
you join us October 24. 

On the afternoon of October 18, family and friends of  Tom Machamer are 
welcome to gather at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery at 3:00 p.m. followed by a time 
of refreshments in the Community Room. 

The family and friends of Joyce Westfall, Mark Westfall’s mother, who  died September 1. Joyce lived in 
Rushford and formerly attended Bellville Wesleyan Church. 
 
The family and friends of Michael Grant, brother of  Vicki Grant White. Michael died September 10. His   
Celebration of Life was held September 19 followed by the graveside committal at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery. 
 
The Adenuga family attended Josie’s father’s funeral. You can view the funeral service HERE  

The Houghton Academy Volleyball Team is going 
with Ignite International to inner city Dallas, Texas  
to build relationships and share Christ through      
volleyball and practically serve those in need. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/zCWMf4SRatM?si=Dd6o_1OJa4Xo0YY2


To God Be the Glory 
Have you noticed the new podium Pastors Kristen & Bill are using while preaching? Here’s the story behind it. 
 

Back Story 
    During the Allens’ May visit, they expressed interest in speaking regularly from a lectern and
   not the big pulpit. Daryl Stevenson immediately began to consider how he might modify one of
   the church’s three oak lecterns, but found there were too many issues to overcome. Plus, we 
   use all three at various times. So, Daryl began to dream up a project. He looked at hundreds 
   online and began to envision something completely unique as he drew ideas from multiple 
   projects and applied some creativity. Solid wood lecterns cost thousands of dollars and none 
   were “just right” for us—including the $17,500 one that was just too modern for our classic 
   sanctuary (but it was deluxe!). 
 
   Here are things he kept in mind from conversations with Pastors Bill & Kristen: it should  
   be adjustable for their different heights; have the reading surface be large enough to accomo-
   date a Bible and a pad of notes, if needed; have the reading surface angle “easy” so books don’t
   slide off (it is just 7 degrees up from level); have a significant bottom lip to hold up materials; 
   keep the overall lectern profile “thin” enough so it feels like you are not hiding from or separate
    from your audience, like a big pulpit might feel; make it mobile on stage to accommodate the 
praise team’s space; be stable (solid and not tipsy or wobbly); and have the lower bookshelf be low enough to fit a good
-sized book into it (i.e., not a slim slot). 
 
Now, one other feature grew out of a British church lectern Daryl viewed: it had words on the front of it in Latin that 
translated to “Keep the Faith!” He thought that was unique, and started to think about what ours might have emblazoned 
on its front, besides being just blank like every other lectern. “Houghton Wesleyan Church” just would not do! Of 
course, because of the Allens’ first words to us, he decided it had to be “Jesus is Lord.” But then he thought of other 
phrases that could be appropriate for some sermons or some weeks, such as being seasonal, like “He is Risen!” and 
“Christ is Born,” or topical, such as “Faith, Hope, Love,” “Act Justly, Love Mercy.” But how could this be accom-
plished? How to engineer a project that allows various messages (and a blank, all-purpose panel) to comport with 
worship that week? He eventually developed a way, and provided a total of 7 different interchangeable front panels. 
 

Wood Collection 
No wood was purchased for this project. Most all of it is salvaged material Daryl had in his workshop (mostly red and 
white oak), either for many years or acquired fairly recently.  
1) The wider, glued-up board surfaces of the angled reading surface at the top, the shelf that sits under it, and the floor 

base are from several salvaged oak desks from a dumpster beside the East Hall renovation this spring. Greg Bish 
scavenged it and asked whether Daryl wanted any of it. It was finished, stained and needed to be milled into usable 
pieces. So he cut them down into 12 inch panels, ran them through his 13 inch planer, and re-glued them. 

2) Ten years ago Daryl and his brother salvaged about 25 old-growth oak planks that were rough-cut 2 by 10 planks 
from a Castile barn being torn down. These planks were about 6 feet long, dense, and heavy. Most had been in that 
barn for at least 75-80 years and were smeared with manure! The stout post is made from them. 

3) The dark center pieces of the visible post are walnut, left over from when Daryl made the church conference table in 
2015. He made these pieces with arched tops to echo the organ feature of the same shape. The lectern color purpose-
ly matches the organ and not the sanctuary’s dark trim. 

4) About three years ago Daryl was given more than a dozen white oak cutoffs from new stair treads when a friend 
rebuilt his indoor stairs. So, these are salvaged new wood but from construction leftovers, most of which were 1-3 
feet long. I made the routered trim pieces from several of these. 

 
Our great thanks go to Daryl Stevenson for this labor of love. This piece will be a beautiful and functional addition to 
the ministry of HWC for years to come. To God be the glory! 

Watch for the online auction for the estate of Tom Machamer anticipated for October at  
rgmason-auctions.com  



Congregational Care 
The Congregational Care Team was formed to provide support  to our church family. Through prayer, encouragement, visitation, 
meals, and assistance during times of illness, grief, crisis, or life transitions, the team hopes to ensure that no one walks 
through life’s challenges alone. By connecting people with the care and resources they need, the Congregational Care Team 
strengthens the church community and reflects God’s love in tangible ways. 
Congregational Care team members include Mim Case, Casda Danner, Phyllis Gaerte, Heather Templeton, and Gloria & Paul  
Rowley (prayer coordinators). Please pray about how you might participate in this ministry and reach out to any one of the team 
members with questions or offers of help. To report a need for care or prayer email care@hwchurch.org  
 In the event of an emergency or acute crisis, please call the church office at 585-567-2264 
 The pastoral staff and care team will communicate directly with the person in need or an immediate family member to  

determine how our church family can be helpful.  

Prayer is an important part of the life of our church. You can request to be prayed for by one or more of the following:  

 Pastoral team only 

 Sunday and Monday morning prayer teams 

 Prayer chain 

In any case, your privacy and comfort level are highly protected. 



CHURCH STAFF                       
 

Kristen Allen, Co-Lead Pastor 
kristenallen@hwchurch.org 

 
Bill Allen, Co-Lead Pastor 
billallen@hwchurch.org  

 
Jon Cole, Youth Pastor  

  joncole@hwchurch.org  
 

Emily Spateholts, Children’s Pastor  
  emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org 

 
Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director 

amandacox@hwchurch.org 
 

Judy Congdon, Organist & Choral Director 
judycongdon@hwchurch.org 

 
Casda Danner, Director of Valley Preschool 

casdadanner@hwchurch.org 
 

Luke  Ogden, Director of Physical Plant 
lukeogden@hwchurch.org 

 
Church Office 585-567-2264 
pattystalker@hwchurch.org 

Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to noon & 1 to 5 p.m. 

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 

Our services allow for preferences in worship style and family 
convenience: the early service at 8:30 a.m. is more informal, 
while the latter at 11:00 a.m. is more traditional. Come worship 
with us at the time of your choice. The Sunday School/
Discipleship Hour at 9:45 a.m. offers classes for children, youth, 
university students and seven classes for adults.  

October 4  (8:30 a.m. (Indoor)/ 11:00 a.m. (Indoor/Streaming)   
EMPOWERED: Show Up (Acts 8:26-40 NIV)    
 
October 11  (8:30 a.m. (Indoor) / 11:00 a.m. (Indoor/Streaming) 
EMPOWERED: Step Up (Acts 11:19-26, 13”1-3 NIV) 
 
October 18  (8:30 a.m. (Indoor) / 11:00 a.m. (Indoor/Streaming) 
EMPOWERED: Speak Up (Acts 26:1-18 NLT) 
 
October 25  (8:30 a.m. (Indoor) / 11:00 a.m. (Indoor/Streaming) 
On Sunday, October 25, Grace Deitrick-Johnson will preach 
at both services.  At Kaleidoscope class, she will share about 
her ministry with Global Partners.  As Grace’s sponsoring 
church, we celebrate with Grace that she will be ordained that 
evening! 

mailto:jcole@hwchurch.org
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