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What a wonderful welcome you’ve given us to our new church home! As we write this,

we’ve been here for just about three weeks, and we already feel at home in so many
ways. We're so grateful for all the kind words of welcome you have given us, the help in
getting to know our new church, the offers of a helping hand in settling into our house,
the bread, cookies, flowers, meals, and gifts that have shown up on our doorstep, and
most of all, the space you've made in your hearts to receive our leadership as your next
pastors. We truly feel blessed to be here!

We are looking forward to spending time with many of you at our upcoming “Get to Know
You Gatherings.” We’ll be holding about 20 of these in September and early October, and
you can sign up in one at church on Sundays to participate, or simply contact the church
office. It will be such a privilege to hear your thoughts and hopes for this church. Your
willingness to share your hearts with us will help us tremendously as we seek to learn
about who we are as a church and discern together where God is leading us.

We have felt the impact of your prayers throughout this time of transition. Thank you!

We are convinced that prayer is the key to all we do together as the Body of Christ. As it
says in James 5:16, your prayers are “powerful and effective.” Would you continue to lift us
up in prayer daily? We have prayer guides available at church. Thank you in advance!

We cannot express the sense of hopefulness we have about our future here together. God
has been leading and guiding this church, and we have the clear sense that God’s
presence will continue in powerful ways. What a privilege to be on this journey of faith

with you!

Gratefully,
Pastor Kristen & Pastor Bill
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Psalm 332:3

September Curriculum: "Help!: An important part of childhood is learning which grown-
ups you can trust. The very first phone number most kids tend to learn is an emergency
number because it’s important to know who to call when we need help! In this series,
we’ll help kids see that they can always call on God for the things they need. As kids hear
the story of Israel escaping slavery in Egypt (and what happened afterward), they’ll
discover that God helps us when we’re helpless, helps us in our weakness, helps us when
we’re in trouble, and will even help us help others. God is the help we need — always!”
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- Kids Connect begins for ages 2 - 6th grade on Sunday, Sept. 6th at 9:45am.

- Stewards of Children: Saturday the 12th from 8:00-10:30am in the Youth Room
- September Kids Club: Saturday the 19th from 9:30-11:00am

- September Preteen Hangout: Sunday the 20th from 6:00-8:00pm
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** Families enrolled in Kids Connect are automatically added to the weekly Family Email
from Pastor Emily that includes digital curriculum materials and updates on program-
ming. To unenroll, please email her at emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org. If you do not
receive this email and would like to, please email her.

Congratulaidicnsy

Congratulations to the Reusser family on the birth of Mabel Pearl Reusser on 8/4/2026
to parents Alison Young Reusser and George Reusser and
big siblings lzzy, Agnes, Paul, Fred, and Henry! Welcome, Mabel!
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Church Choir

Church Choir rehearsals resume on Tuesday, September 8, and meet
twice per month throughout the academic year. Many years
(decades, in fact) of choral singing experience are represented in the
choir, along with inspiring devotion to Jesus Christ and the ministry
of worship in the Church. Please note that new members (including
high school and college students) are always welcome in the choir,
where there is room for additional singers in all sections!

If you've felt a "nudge” to try choir, to share your musical gifts in
this ensemble, and are available and willing to come on Tuesday
evening, September 8 from 6 to 7 p.m., please notify Judy Congdon
(ludycongdon@hwchurch.org) or the church office, and we'll be sure
to have a chair and music ready for you.
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COMFORTED

The Wednesday morning Women's Bible Study will
begin on Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 9:30-10:45 am in the
Good Shepherd Room (under the sanctuary). The first
session will be a time of getting acquainted, introducing
the study and having a time of prayer. Denise Zambrano
will lead this study on Isaiah, Be Comforted, Feeling
Secure in the Arms of God, by Warren Wiersbe. If you

are interested, please come join us. If you have questions
please contact Lyn Harter at Lharter@hotmail.com

HWC Men’s Ministry seeks to encourage and strengthen fellowship between the men of
our church with the aim of growing in the grace and service of our Lord Jesus Christ. All
men of the church are most welcome at our pancake breakfasts held about once a month
at 8am Saturday morning. It’s a time of fellowship, food, and some thoughtful sharing
about our walk with Christ. Breakfast is free & we’d love to have you join us!

Dates: September 26, October 24, November 14, January 23, February 27, and March 20
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HWC Youth Group (Grades 7-12) September 2026

Youth Group - Sundays 6:00-8:00pm
® September 6 - Real Life Clue! Solve the Mystery, catch the culprit(s)!

® September 13 - Storyteller 1: Freedom is found in forgiving others.
® September 20 - ST2: Our value is found in who we are, not what we do.

® September 27 - ST3: Commitment is shown in action, not just words.
The stories Jemx mM still speak! This month we will explove three parables and the life-changing fruths inside them,

Discipleship Hour (Sunday School) - 9:45am

® August 3) — Parents meeting! In the community room.

® September 6 - Youth join the Kaleidoscope class: youth volunteers meet in the Youth Room.
® September 13 - Pastor Jon shares about his sabbatical in Kaleidoscope.

® September 20 - Old Testament and Genesis overview.

® September 27 - Genesis.

Praver Breakfast - Wednesdavs at 7:00am
Join us in the Community Room for pancakes, prayer and connection before school. September 9, 16, 23 and 30,

Annual Permission Form - Every student needs a form for the new ministry vear. Complete the form here.

A New Year Begins! - September 6 Kickoff — 6:00-8:00pm
= Youth Group is open to all students in grades 7-12.
» Come ready for food, games, friends and a preview of the year ahead. Invite a friend!
o Parents: please update contact information and complete the annual permission form.

Looking Ahead:

FOLLOW 2026 - December 28-30 - REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 30!

Follow is a national Wesleyan yvouth convention in Cincinnati filled with

worship. teaching, fun and thousands of students pursuing Jesus together.
We want every HWC student to he part of this experience!

Register here by September 27 for the $325 rate. A $50 deposit may be
submitted to the church. Make checks pavable to Houghton Wesleyvan
Church and write "Follow 2026" and vour student's name on the memo line.
Owr standard family rates apply. and scholarships are available. Please do
not let cost keep vour student from attending. We can help!

See PJ for more details.

October 11 - Storm the Heights - 3:33-5:55pm -

Field of Dreams, chili dinner and one of our favorite fall traditions! Save the date; more information will come in

October.
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FOOD PANTRY

The Food Pantry has been a part of our church ministry for many years, providing food for upwards of

100 people each year. When someone contacts the church with a need, food from the stocked pantry at

the church is gathered based on particular needs. A shopper from the church supplements the request

with fresh meat, vegetables, eggs, milk, and specific needs (diapers, wipes, formula, etc.) Though we do

help members of our congregation occasionally, for many of the people we help, this is their only

connection with a church.

e Food Pantry Shoppers are Needed

e Food donations may be brought to the church any time the office is open or on Sunday next to the
foyer Coffee Bar

o Thank you for your generosity in donations, food and time!

e Contact Patrick Hager at beswift.phager@gmail.com

FOOD PANTRY SHELF ITEMS

*Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Macaroni & Cheese, Helpers (Hamburger, Tuna, Chicken), Hormel Beef,
Chicken, Meatloaf with Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Ramen noodles

*Canned Tuna, Canned Pasta (SpaghettiOs, Ravioli, etc.), Soup, Canned Chili, Canned Fruits and
Vegetables, Baked Beans, Canned Beef Stew

*Boxed Rice, Boxed Potato Mixes (mashed, au gratin, etc.), Boxed Oatmeal Packets, Cereal,
Boxed Pancake Mix, Syrup

*Disposable Diapers, Baby Foods, *Peanut Butter, Jelly or Jam, Crackers, Cookies, Fruit Snacks,
Jello, Pudding, Jarred Applesauce
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Thank you!

Thank you to all who helped with the Barbeque following church on Sunday, August 9". We had a great turn
-out and a wonderful time together. We are grateful for the family who raised and donated the pig. We so
appreciate all who helped with roasting the pig, the set-up, helping in the kitchen and with the food, and with
clean-up.

Thank you to all who helped with the Ice Cream Kick-off on Sunday afternoon, August 23. We had a beauti-
ful afternoon and a great time. Again, thank you to all who helped with set-up, serving ice cream, helping in
the kitchen, and with clean-up.

We appreciate all the time and energy that went into both of these special events.

Banding Groups are continually being formed.
—_ e O\

BANDING TOGETHER - An adult option for
growing in your walk with Christ with two or
8 three others.

Basic info:

e A group of 3-5 adults (men/women separate) doing personal daily devotion and
simple journal entry (1/2 hour likely), and meeting weekly or bi-weekly for sharing and
accountability with others in your group (1 hour likely minimum).

e Simplicity of the Bible (a chapter or two a day...suggested schedule available), the
Holy Spirit as teacher, and group for sharing, accountability and prayer.

¢ Not by any means for everyone, especially those whose daily devotion is proving
fruitful. But for those desiring a closer walk and obedience, Banding Together
stimulates prayer, spiritual growth and reaching out to others.

Journals ($2 donation) and more info available from the office.

SMALL GROUPS - It's important to us at HWC that every person has an opportunity to
walk alongside others in fellowship and growth. Many groups of men, women, families,
and students meet together in homes around the community and on our church campus
for dedicated times of reading Scripture, prayer, connection, and more. Looking to join
a small group? Contact Pastor Bill or Pastor Kristen.
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GROWING A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

Discipleship is about growing in our walk with Christ, and a powerful way to
grow is by engaging one of the classes HWC offers during the Discipleship
Hour (Sundays, 9:45-10:45 a.m.) As kids go back to school, how about you
step into some new learning and growing and relationship building too!

SEPTEMBER 6

Classes for all ages and walks of life

KIDS CONNECT 2 years through 6th Grade (CE Building 1st & 2nd floors)

YOUTH Grades 7-12 in the Youth Room, 217 (CE Building, 2nd floor)

UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP Students and college-age young adults (Room 10 beneath the sanctuary)
KALEIDOSCOPE Adults of all ages in the Community Room (CE Building) varies week-to-week
READING DEVOTIONALLY TOGETHER Adults of all ages (Room 11 beneath the sanctuary)
EXPOSITION: RIGOROUS DEDUCTIVE STUDY Adults of all ages (Room 9 beneath the sanctuary)
WOMEN OF THE WORD Women of all ages (Room 105 CE Building near the church offices)

MEN’S DISCIPLESHIP Men of all ages (Small meeting room in the CE Building, near church offices)
COFFEE & CONNECTIONS Parents of young children and youth (Room 117 (CE Building, 1st floor)
MOMS WHO PRAY Moms of all ages—younger, older, in-between (Room 6 beneath the sanctuary)

Nursery Opportunities

Nursery Volunteers

It is time to build the nursery volunteer schedule for the school year! If you are interested in sharing
God’s love and playing with the smallest members of our church family, please consider this oppor-
tunity. You can complete the form online at https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/49123e

by filling out the bulletin insert, or by contacting Heléna Oden at helena.oden@agmail.com or 607-765
-6264. You can select your preferences on frequency and which service(s) you are available on ei-
ther of the form options. Thank you!

Quarterly Toy Cleaner

We are in need of a new quarterly toy cleaner to disinfect the toys and spaces in the nursery.
Materials are provided! If you could help serve our little ones in this way or would like more
information, please reach out to Heléna Oden at helena.oden@agmail.com or 607-765-6264.
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GET TO KNOW YOU Gatherings

with Pastor Kristen and Pastor Bill
Monday, August 31, 4-5:30 p.m. Emily & Mike Spateholts

Monday, August 31, 7-8:30 p.m., Laurie & Mark Dashnau
Tuesday September 1, 4-5:30 p.m. Diane Emmons Neighborhood
Wednesday, September 2, 4-5:30 p.m., Steve & Margie Doty
Wednesday, September 2, 7-8:30 p.m., Dave & LuAnne Brubaker
Thursday, September 3, 4-5:30 p.m., Peter & Nancy Luckey

Thursday, September 3, 7-8:30 p.m., Souly & Kristen Sanasith
Wednesday, September 9, 4-5:30 p.m., Doug & Phyllis Gaerte
Wednesday, September 9, 7-8:30 p.m., Rebekah & Carlin Toews
Thursday, September 10, 4-5:30 p.m., Gudy & Daryl Stevenson
Thursday, September 10, 7-8:30 p.m., Calvin & Paulette Schierer
Saturday, September 12, 4-5:30 p.m., Christopher Moeller & Kimberly Prins Moeller
Saturday, September 12, 7-8:30 p.m., Angela & Jeff Babbitt
Sunday, September 20, 4-5:30 p.m., Jeanie & Don Little
Sign-up sheets will be available after services on Sunday or to be included in one of the above groups, call

the church office at 585-567-2264. Groups will continue forming in September and early October.
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SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER

Our services allow for preferences in worship style and family convenience:
the early service at 8:30 a.m. is more informal, while the latter at 11:00 a.m.

is more traditional. Come worship with us at the time of your choice. The
Sunday School/Discipleship Hour at 9:45 a.m. offers classes for children,
youth, university students and seven classes for adults.

September 6 (8:30 a.m. (Indoor)/ 11:00 a.m. (Indoor/Streaming)
September 13 (8:30 a.m. (Outdoor) / 11:00 a.m. (Indoor/Streaming)

September 20 (8:30 a.m. (Indoor) / 11:00 a.m. (Indoor/Streaming)

September 27 (8:30 a.m. (Indoor) / 11:00 a.m. (Indoor/Streaming)

a. I[N OUR .=
SR P
Thoughtsand Prayers

Prayer Sheets with current updates are available
in the foyer. Please keep the Adenuga family in
prayer as they travel to celebrate the life and
funeral of Jossy’s Father.

CHURCH STAFF

Kristen Allen, Co-Lead Pastor
kristenallen@hwchurch.org

Bill Allen, Co-Lead Pastor
billallen@hwchurch.org

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
joncole@hwchurch.org

Emily Spateholts, Children’s Pastor
emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director
amandacox@hwchurch.org

Judy Congdon, Organist & Choral Director
judycongdon@hwchurch.org

Luke Ogden, Director of Physical Plant
lukeogden@hwchurch.org

Church Office 585-567-2264

pattystalker@hwchurch.org
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to noon & 1 to 4 p.m.
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