
 

 
August 25, 2026 
 
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends, 
 
August is winding down and we can feel the seasonal changes coming quickly. The 
temperatures have been a little milder, the trips to see family and friends are ending, and 
the sense of urgency for the new school year is upon us. Valley Pre-School, local school 
districts, homeschooler’s coop, Houghton Academy, and Houghton University . . . it’s all 
starting to pick up speed! 
 
This is also the time for reengaging with HWC’s discipleship process. That’s our way of 
saying that attending worship, as important as it is, is not the only way you grow in your 
faith. Jesus invites us all to be his disciples/apprentices . . . to spend time learning to 
become like him, allowing him to change us through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
becoming mature in our faith such that we can help others follow Jesus as well. 
 
Connecting with others in smaller gatherings is a powerful way that Wesleyans have 
practiced since the very beginning of our movement. It was one of the distinguishing 
elements that separated the ministry of John and Charles Wesley from the ministries of 
other signi�icant spiritual leaders of their time. We practice this at HWC through all sorts 
of age-driven gatherings (Kids Connect, Youth Group, University Fellowship) as well as 
the Discipleship Hour which happens between services on Sunday mornings. We also 
have numerous small groups that meet at different times and practice different spiritual 
disciplines.  
 
So, if you are hungry to truly grow in your faith, get involved with a smaller gathering of 
people who want to grow too. You will see these opportunities arise in the coming days. 
Jump right in and grow! 
 
God is on the move! 
 
Pastors Kristen & Bill 
 
kristenallen@hwchurch.org 
billallen@hwchurch.org 
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​This Sunday Pastor Bill’s sermon, “Don’t Miss It!” is from Mark 10:46-52.​​Jesus is passing by us (just​
​like Blind Bartimaeus) and will be happy to respond to our cry for help.​

​SUNDAY​​we gather for worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00​​a.m. The later service will be streamed.​​University​
​Fellowship​​will start Sunday at 9:45; the rest of​​the Discipleship Hour classes will kick off on September 6.​

​HWC KIDS​
​�​​5th Sundays are now "Family Sundays"!​​We encourage​​families to worship together for the whole​
​service. There will be no Children's Church this week, but nursery will be avail-able. As always, children are​
​welcome to borrow items from the shelf at the back of the sanctuary to use during the service (little toys,​
​coloring, Bibles, etc.).​
​�​​Kids Connect​​begins on September 6th at 9:45am!​​We can't wait to be together again!​
​�​​Acolyte training​​: New 3rd graders (and older) who​​would like to join the acolyte list, please join us for a​
​brief training in the sanctuary​​this Sunday​​at 9:45am.​

​YOUTH​
​●​ ​Sunday, August 30, 9:45 AM​​—Parents’ meeting in the​​Community Room​
​●​ ​Sunday Evening, September 6 from 6-8 PM​​Youth Group​​(Grades 7-12) offers a​​Real Life Clue!​

​Solve the mystery, catch the culprit(s)! Come ready for food, games, friends, and a preview of the​
​year.​

​●​ ​Youth Prayer Breakfast​​September 9 at 7 AM.​

​Sign up for a GET-TO-KNOW-YOU-GATHERING with Pastors Kristen & Bill​​– sign up sheets are​
​available on Sunday morning, or call the church office to participate.  Lots of options are available!​

​CHURCH CHOIR​
​Rehearsals resume on​​Tuesday, September 8​​, and meet​​twice per month throughout the aca-demic year. New​
​members (including high school and college students) are always welcome in the choir. Please notify Judy​
​Congdon (judycongdon@hwchurch.org) of the church office, and we’ll be sure to have a chair and music​
​ready for you.​

​WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY​​will begin on Wednesday, September​​9 at 9:30-10:45 a.m. in the Good​
​Shepherd Room. Denise Zambrano will lead this study on Isaiah,​​Be Comforted: Feeling Secure in the Arms​
​of God​​by Warren Wiersbe.​

​PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:​​• Sunday Mornings: Please contact​​Becky Hutton if you are interested in​
​joining the rotation of people signed up to pray during one of our worship services each week. • Monday​
​Mornings: A group meets for prayer at 10:00am in Room 105. All are welcome.​

​Mt. Pleasant Cemetery service for BECKY SAMUELS​​August​​29, 1:00 p.m.​

​CHURCH FINANCES​
​Here are the current giving totals for our fiscal year, June 1, 2026–May 31, 2027.​

​Budget Needed: $208,761.12              Monies Received: $172,206.85​

​If you have questions, concerns, or needs of any sort, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at 585/567- 2264​
​or office@hwchurch.org .​
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