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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
10:00AM   AUGUST 23, 2026 

 

 

Prelude: Prelude in C major, BWV 547a     J.S. Bach 
 

*Call to Worship (from Psalms 46 & 91) 
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
We will say of the Lord,  

“He is our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust.” 
Surely he will save us from the fowler’s snare 

    and from the deadly pestilence. 
He will cover us with his feathers, and under his wings we will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness will be our shield and rampart. 
Our God says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 

    I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
*Hymn 59: O God, Our Help in Ages Past  

 
Life of the Church 

 
Children’s Sermon  

 
*Songs of Adoration: Song of My Heart; Firm Foundation 

Offering will be received during the first song. 
 

Prayer of Confession & Time of Prayer 
Loving God, you have led us to this place, 

not to shield us from heartache and the pain of human life, 
but to heal us and inspire us, and gently direct us, 

until we see the world as you do and live in it with your love. 
Before you, with your people, we confess to our brokenness: 

to the ways we wound our lives, the lives of others, 
and the life of the world. 

(Silent prayer) 
Please forgive us, renew us, and enable us to grow in love, 

as we continue to walk the Way of Jesus.  Amen. 
(from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, alt.) 

 

Prayer Response: Psalm 23 

Scripture Reading: Mark 2:1-12 (NIV)    Greg Bish 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

*Hymn:  O Christ, the Healer  
 

Greeting One Another 
Children are released for Children’s Church. 

 
Doxology 

 
Sermon: Through the Roof 

Pastor Kristen Allen 
 

*Song: Lord, I Need You 
 

*Benediction  
 

*Postlude:  Fugue in C major, BWV 547b    J.S. Bach 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Please stand if you are able 
 

Music Ministry Team: 
Emalyn Mucher, vocals; Amanda Cox, piano & vocals;  

Matt Cox guitar & vocals; Dianna Clem, flute; Betsy Webb, keyboard & vocals; 
Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajόn 

 
TODAY at 4:00 p.m. is the ICE CREAM SOCIAL. Please come! 
 

HWC KIDS: 
• This week in Children's Church, kids learn about how God spoke to the 

prophet Jeremiah at the potter's house. BIG IDEA: God takes the time to 
forgive. BIBLE: Jeremiah 18:1–10; Hebrews 12:18–29 

• August Memory Verse: “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He 
has also set eternity in the human heart.” — Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV) 

• Acolyte Training:  Incoming 3rd graders (and older) who are not on the 
acolyte list yet and would like to become one, you are invited to a brief 
training on Sunday, August 30th following the early service in the 
sanctuary. 

• Reminder:  Kids Connect begins September 6th at 9:45am! 
 
NEXT SUNDAY we gather for worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. The later 
service will be streamed. University Fellowship will start next Sunday at 
9:45; the rest of the Discipleship Hour classes will kick off on September 6. 



Mt. Pleasant Cemetery service for BECKY SAMUELS August 29, 1:00 p.m. 
followed by a reception in the Community Room at 2:30 p.m. 
 
YOUTH:  Parents are meeting August 30 at 9:45 a.m. in the Community 
Room. 
 
STEWARDS OF CHILDREN TRAINING, SEPTEMBER 12– 8:00 --10:30 a.m.    
If you volunteer or work with children, you’re invited to come to this child 
safety training.  Contact Pastor Jon or Pastor Emily for more information.  
 
PRAYER 

We pray for Anchor Baptist Church in Wellsville. 
 

 

______________________________________________________ 

PRAYER SHEETS with current updates are available in the foyer. 
 
 
STAFF  
Kristen Allen, Co-Pastor kristenallen@hwchurch.org  
Bill Allen, Co-Pastor billallen@hwchurch.org  
Jon Cole, Youth Pastor joncole@hwchurch.org  
Emily Spateholts, Children’s Pastor emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org  
Judy Congdon, Organist & Choir Dir judycongdon@hwchurch.org  
Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Dir amandacox@hwchurch.org  
Luke Ogden, Dir of Physical Plant   lukeogden@hwchurch.org  
Patty Stalker, Administrative Asst pattystalker@hwchurch.org  
Church Office M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME TO HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH! 
As we enter worship this morning, we come seeking God’s healing 
presence — in our hearts and our bodies, and in the lives of our loved 
ones and the wider world.  Spend a few moments praising God this 
morning with the words of Psalm 107:19-21 (NRSV): Then they cried to 
the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress; he sent 
out his word and healed them, and delivered them from destruction.  Let 
them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to 
humankind. 
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