
 
August 11, 2026 
 
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends, 
 
What a joy it was to worship outdoors with you last Sunday, and share a FANTASTIC picnic at our annual 
Pig Roast!  Thank you to everyone who participated, brought food, set up, served, or cleaned up.  (And a 
special thanks to Mike & Emily Spateholts for providing the star of the picnic, the roast pig!)  It takes a lot 
of people to make events like this seem effortless, and we are grateful for every person who worked hard 
behind the scenes to create a beautiful day for everyone.  
 
As we begin our ministry here among you, we ask for your prayers.  It was John Wesley who said, “God does 
nothing but by prayer, and everything with it.”  We know that your prayers are vital to our ministry, and so we 
humbly ask that you would put us on your daily prayer list.  Below is a prayer guide you can use to lift us 
up each day.   
 
Scripture assures us that our prayers are “powerful and effective” (James 5:16b).  Your prayers will be the 
wind in our sails!  Thank you for praying! 
 
Gratefully, 
 
Pastors Bill & Kristen 
 
kristenallen@hwchurch.org 
billallen@hwchurch.org 
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GET-TO-KNOW-YOU-GATHERINGS - We are setting up a series of small gatherings of 10-12 people to help 
Pastors Kristen & Bill get to know us, beginning in late August or early September. If you would be willing 
to host a gathering in your home, at church, or on campus, please contact the church office. Once we have a 
list of options, we hope everyone will sign up to attend a gathering. Stay tuned for more details to come. 
 
HWC KIDS: 

• This week in Children's Church, kids learn about how God shows us what is good in a message to 
the prophet Micah. BIG IDEA: God is good all the time. BIBLE: Micah 6:1–8; Hebrews 12:1–3 

• August Memory Verse: “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 
human heart.” — Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV) 

• Kids Club:  Wacky Water on Saturday from 9:30-11:00am!  Come prepared to get WET!  Slip-n-slide, 
water balloons, bubbles, chalk, face painting, food and more!  Open to grades PreK-6th. 

• Preteen Hangout:  Sunday from 6-8pm; incoming 5th and 6th graders can join us for Wacky Water 
2.0 - come prepared to get WET with your own "big kid" water games and slip-n-slide! 

 
YOUTH:  Summer Sabbath – no activities until mid-August. 
 
SUMMER BOOK CLUB: Wednesdays from 7 to 8 p.m. on the north lawn (We are not meeting this week, 
August 12.) We are reading and discussing The Listening Life by Adam McHugh. Bring a lawn chair. Come 
as you can. August 19 we will discuss The Society of Reverse Listening.  
 
SAVE THE DAY! August 23rd at 4:00 p.m. is the ICE CREAM SOCIAL. We welcome our student athletes. 
Please come! 
 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:  
• Sunday Mornings: Please contact Becky Hutton if you are interested in joining the rotation of people 
signed up to pray during one of our worship services each week.  
• Monday Mornings: A group meets for prayer at 10:00am in Room 105. All are welcome. 
 
CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: Houghton Wesleyan 
Church is seeking a church member to work with several others on a small and experienced finance 
team to help share volunteer duties managing the church budget, overseeing Human Resources 
issues, payroll, and related topics. Division of duties among the team is negotiable depending on 
interests and experience. This person becomes a member of the Board of Elders. Contact Daryl 
Stevenson or Paul Young if you are interested and willing to discuss the volunteer position further. 

 
CHURCH FINANCES: Here are the current giving totals for our fiscal year, June 1, 2026–May 31, 2027. 

Budget Needed: $176,967.60    Monies Received: $147,423.94 
 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs of any sort, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at 585/567-
2264 or pattystalker@hwchurch.org . 
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