
 

 
 

      August 4, 2026 
 
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends, 
 
God is so good!  How incredibly blessed we are to be your new pastors here at HWC.  We’ve gotten such 
a warm welcome from you, whether you are old friends or whether we’ve just met for the first time.  And 
we’ve felt your prayers surrounding us throughout this whole transition process.  How grateful we are. 
 
As we begin our ministry with you, we want to prioritize getting to know you.  In a sense, we “know” 
Houghton because of our long history here -- but it is also true that we have everything to learn about 
Houghton, because people and circumstances are always changing.  We want to hear your stories, listen 
to your hopes and dreams for HWC, and understand more deeply the joys and struggles of your faith.  
And we want to give you the opportunity to get to know those things about us as well. 
 
To help that happen, we will be having a series of Get to Know You Gatherings over the next couple of 
months.  These will be informal gatherings of 10-12 people, with about an hour and a half for 
conversation.  In the coming weeks, we’ll be recruiting people who would like to host a gathering in your 
home or at church, and then we’ll give everyone the opportunity to sign up to come to a gathering.  Stay 
tuned for more details. 
 
As we start this journey together, we want you to know we are praying for you, and we love you!  God is 
so good! 
 
THIS SUNDAY: 

• 10 AM – OUTDOOR WORSHIP (radio streamed, so you can worship in your car if you’d like) 
• Followed by ANNUAL PIG ROAST & PICNIC 

o Meat, drinks, and tableware will be provided. 
o Please bring a side dish and dessert to share. 
o Tables and chairs will be set up, but bring your own lawn chair or blanket if you wish. 
o In case of inclement weather, worship and picnic will move inside. 

 
HWC KIDS: 

• In light of the family service and pig roast this Sunday, we encourage families to worship 
together.  Children's Church will not meet; however, nursery care for children up to age 3 will be 
provided.  

• August Memory Verse:  “He has made everything beautiful in its time.  He has also set eternity in the 
human heart.” – Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV) 



 
 
YOUTH:  Summer Sabbath – no activities until mid-August. 
 
SUMMER BOOK CLUB Wednesdays from 7 to 8 p.m. on the north lawn 

We are reading and discussing The Listening Life by Adam McHugh. 

Bring a lawn chair. Come as you can. 

 August 5      Listening to Your Life 

 August 12   We are not meeting. 

 August 19    The Society of Reverse Listening 

  

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 

• Sunday Mornings: Please email Becky Hutton if you are interested in joining the rotation of people 
signed up to pray during our worship services.  

• Monday Mornings: A group meets for prayer at 10:00a.m. in the conference room (Room 105). All are 
welcome.  

  

CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: Houghton Wesleyan Church is seeking a church member to work with 
several others on a small and experienced finance team to help share volunteer duties managing the church 
budget, overseeing Human Resources issues, payroll, and related topics. Division of duties among the team 
is negotiable depending on interests and experience. This person becomes a member of the Board of Elders. 
Contact Daryl Stevenson or Paul Young if you are interested and willing to discuss the volunteer position 
further.  
 
CHURCH FINANCES: Here are the current giving totals for our fiscal year, June 1, 2026–May 31, 2027.  

 
Budget Needed: $156,570.84  Monies Received: $131,093.55  
 

Thank you for your generosity! Offerings can be given in whatever way is most convenient for you: place 
them in the plate during worship services on Sunday, donate online (or follow the “GIVING” link at the top 
right of the church website), drop contributions off in person at the church office, or mail a check to the 
church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). As always, we are happy to make church budget and financial 
details available upon request; just contact the church office. 
 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs of any sort, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at 585/567-
2264 or office@hwchurch.org. 
 
Joyfully Yours, 
 
Pastors Kristen & Bill 
 
kristenallen@hwchurch.org 
billallen@hwchurch.org 
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