
 
August 18, 2026 
 
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends, 
 
We continue to praise the Lord for the incredible blessing it is to be your new pastors here at HWC! As we 
are visiting multiple individuals, groups, activities, and committees, we are struck with your faithfulness as 
God’s people. So many folks are eager to serve others, eager to help people know about the love of God, and 
eager to see Jesus lifted up as the answer to the challenges that life throws our way. 
 
We are especially appreciative of the 10 AM Prayer Group that meets on Monday mornings here at church. 
There is a fervency and desire to spend time in the presence of God, praising him, seeking his will, and 
asking for his favor on behalf of various needs in our community and across the world. We want to 
challenge each one of you . . . if you have an opening in your schedule, come join us in prayer on Monday 
mornings. And, of course, we know that many of you gather for prayer in different places at different times. 
Wonderful! 
 
As well, there will be more prayer opportunities in the coming months. We are excited about all that God is 
doing at HWC, and we know that, as our church seeks the Lord more and more, we will see the power of the 
Holy Spirit unleashed! We can’t wait to find out what that means! 
 
God is on the move! 
 
Pastors Bill & Kristen 
 
kristenallen@hwchurch.org 
billallen@hwchurch.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:kristenallen@hwchurch.org
mailto:billallen@hwchurch.org


THIS SUNDAY Pastor Kristen’s sermon, Through the Roof, is from Mark 2: 1-12. 
 
STEWARDS OF CHILDREN TRAINING, SEPTEMBER 12– 8:00 --10:30 a.m.         
If you volunteer or work with children, you’re invited to come to this child safety training.  Contact Pastor Jon 
or Pastor Emily for more information.  
 
HWC KIDS: 

• This week in Children's Church, kids learn about how God spoke to the prophet Jeremiah at the 
potter's house. BIG IDEA: God takes the time to forgive. BIBLE: Jeremiah 18:1–10; Hebrews 12:18–29 

• August Memory Verse: “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 
human heart.” — Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV) 

• Acolyte Training:  Incoming 3rd graders (and older) who are not on the acolyte list yet and would 
like to become one, you are invited to a brief training on Sunday, August 30th following the early 
service in the sanctuary. 

• Reminder:  Kids Connect begins September 6th at 9:45am! 
 
YOUTH:  Parents are meeting August 30 at 9:45 a.m. in the Community Room. 
 
SUMMER BOOK CLUB: Wednesday from 7 to 8 p.m. on the north lawn. We are reading and discussing The 
Listening Life by Adam McHugh. Bring a lawn chair. August 19 we will discuss the final chapter, The Society 
of Reverse Listening.  
 
SAVE THE DAY! August 23rd at 4:00 p.m. is the ICE CREAM SOCIAL. Please come! 
 
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery service for BECKY SAMUELS August 29, 1:00 p.m. followed by a reception in the 
Community Room at 2:30 p.m. 
 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:  
• Sunday Mornings: Please contact Becky Hutton if you are interested in joining the rotation of people 
signed up to pray during one of our worship services each week.  
• Monday Mornings: A group meets for prayer at 10:00am in Room 105. All are welcome. 
 
CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: Houghton Wesleyan 
Church is seeking a church member to work with several others on a small and experienced finance 
team to help share volunteer duties managing the church budget, overseeing Human Resources 
issues, payroll, and related topics. Division of duties among the team is negotiable depending on 
interests and experience. This person becomes a member of the Board of Elders. Contact Daryl 
Stevenson or Paul Young if you are interested and willing to discuss the volunteer position further. 

 
CHURCH FINANCES: Here are the current giving totals for our fiscal year, June 1, 2026–May 31, 2027. 

Budget Needed: $191,364.36    Monies Received: $162,961.97 
 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs of any sort, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at 585/567-
2264 or pattystalker@hwchurch.org . 
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