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“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old.  
Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert…” 
(Isaiah 43:18-19) 

 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be carried away by all kinds of 
strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace…  

(Hebrews 13:7-9a) 
 

Change is a curious thing. 
 

Sometimes we are downright excited about it: Whenever a present situation feels dry and 
stale and boring. Whenever things are stagnant, same-old same-old. Unless a new path, a new 
opportunity, and new idea breaks into our circumstances, the shadow of hopelessness grows 
ever larger. 
 

Other times we are deeply apprehensive about change: Whenever the present is beloved; it is 
stable, yields comfort, provides assurance and clarifies who we are and what we stand for. 
Change implies uncertainty, and the possibility of losing present joys or successes generates 
great anxiety.  
 

There are times and circumstances when only one of the two preceding reactions to change 
may be true, yet most often, if we are honest, our hearts feel some of both—change is exciting 
and change is scary. As Christians though, this kind of tension is a rather familiar place in 
which to reside: God is three and God is one. Christ is divine and Christ is human. We are cho-
sen and called to choose. We are sanctified and are yet to be sanctified. We are freed from sin 
and carry a cross. 
 

With the arrival of new pastors Kristen and Bill Allen this month, Houghton Church is smack 
in the middle of the tension that change brings. I hope you are very excited about new things, 
that you are primed and ready to be flexible, to be a learner, to be an adventurous disciple 
anxious to take new steps on HWC’s journey toward Jesus. But at the same time I hope you 
are confident of HWC’s roots, of the fruitfulness of previous pastoral tenures, of our genera-
tional faithfulness to the Lord, of our  commitment to the unchangeable pillars of the faith 
and of God’s word. One of the reasons I am so delighted that Bill and Kristen have been called 
here is that they bring both the newness HWC’s future requires and the unchanging founda-
tions upon which HWC’s legacy has been built. May the Lord richly bless them and all of you 
as together you pursue Jesus now and forevermore. 
 

With deep love and gratitude for this remarkable community of faith, 
        

      Pastor David 
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Changes in the Board of Elders. At the June meeting, the Board of Elders welcomed newly elected 
members David Brubaker and Michael Jordan. They joined continuing members Jossy Adenuga, Mim 
Case, Michel Cox, Carolyn Miller, Susie Roorbach, Norm Smithley, Mike Spateholts, Daryl Stevenson, 
and Paul Young. Paul was elected to serve as Vice-Chair for the coming year. We are still looking for 
someone to help with the Treasurer position. The church treasurer also serves on the Board of Elders. 
Pastors Kristin Allen and Bill Allen will join the Board, beginning with the August meeting.  
 
 
Office changes. Our co-pastors Kristen and Bill will each need an office, and both offices should be 
close to Patty's desk and to each other. The conference room has been quite full for board meetings, 
especially when there are guests. A larger space would be more practical and comfortable. Here is the 
plan to fill all of these needs: 

 The conference table has moved to Room 105, which becomes the conference room while 
still being available as a general meeting area and classroom. 

 Pastor Kristen will have the office previously used by the senior pastor. 
 The former conference room will be furnished as an office for Pastor Bill. 
 There will be enough space in each office for a small table and chairs, allowing each co-

pastor to meet with small groups. 

Coming in August 
August 1, Pastor Jon returns from 3-month Sabbatical 
August 9, 10:00 a.m. Outdoor service followed by Pig Roast and Picnic. 
August 23, 4:00 p.m. Ice Cream Social on the North Lawn 
August 26, Musical Memories Café from 5:30 to 6:30 (begin arriving at 5pm) 
    (registration required.) 

Church Choir  
Church Choir is a decades-old yet still vibrant ministry of Houghton Wesleyan 
Church. Twice each month during the academic year the choir gathers for an 
hour on Tuesday evenings for the joy of singing God’s praises together and the 
rewarding tasks of polishing music to present in worship.  
 

About twice per month (plus Christmas Eve) the fruits of our labors are offered 
as anthems in worship. New members of all ages (high school and older), are 
always welcome! Music reading ability is helpful, as is previous choral singing 
experience, but no audition is required. If this ministry might be a fit (or perhaps 
a calling) for you, please speak with any choir member or contact Judy Congdon 
for more information and a schedule for the 2026-2027 choir year.  
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August Lessons: "Timeless: Time travel is such an exciting 
concept to imagine! If we could hop into a time machine 
and visit the past, we might be surprised by how much has 
changed—and how some things stay exactly the same. One 
thing we’d discover is that God’s love and faithfulness are 

timeless. In this 5-week series, kids will explore how God's messages to us never change, no matter the 
time or place. They’ll learn that God’s love is timeless, we can seek God any time, God is good all the 
time, God takes the time to forgive, and God is with us at all times." 
 
 
 
 
August Memory Verse: “He has made everything beautiful in 
its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart.”  
              — Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV) 
 
 
Kids Club:  Wacky Water on Saturday, August 15th from 9:30-11:00 - Come prepared to get wet as we 
celebrate the end of summer with a slip-n-slide, water balloons, popsicles, games, and more! 
 
Preteen Hangout:  Sunday, August 16th, 6-8pm for grades 5th and 6th. 
 
PARENTS:  Watch your mailboxes and emails for information about registering your kids and updating 
their information for the fall!   

 
 
  
 
 
Vacation Bible School:  Join us for a week of carnival-themed, faith-
filled fun at Fillmore Wesleyan Church, August 3-6 from 6-8pm.  
Ages 3 (potty-trained) through 6th grade are invited to attend and 
anyone older is invited to join the fun as a volunteer.   
Register here! 

https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/035e8738156
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From the 

Library Shelves 
Go on little vacation-adventures-at-home with books from your church library. Browse through our   
collection to find just the right adventure for you and your family. Then find your comfy seat and begin 
your journey. Happy reading!! 

We offer our condolences to the family & friends of Tom Machamer who died July 21. An 
October Celebration of Life is planned. 
 
We also offer our sympathy and prayers for the family and friends of Carmen Liddick who 
died July 23. Visitation is at Kopler Williams Funeral Home on Saturday, August 1 from 7 
to 9 p.m. The funeral service will be held August 2 at 3:00 p.m. in the sanctuary with a 
light meal taking place in the Community Room after the service. Burial will be Monday 
morning, August 3, at 10:00 a.m. at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery. 

Valley Preschool, a ministry sponsored by the Houghton Wesleyan Church, begins our 58th year this 
fall!  We meet from just after Labor Day through early June on Monday through Friday mornings from 
9:00 - 11:45 with two, three, and five morning options.  The program is designed to supplement the 
home experiences of children ages two (by June 1st) through five years old and to help meet their     
developmental needs. 
 

Online applications are available on the church website along with an  information “folder” which in-
cludes financial and other information for you to download. We also have printed applications available 
on our parent bulletin board at the church.    

Please email the director, Casda Danner (casdadanner@hwchurch.org) with questions. 
 

mailto:casdadanner@hwchurch.org
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Words from Wellspring 
 
 

Did you ever wonder what Jesus did with leftovers? 
    "Gather the pieces that are left over.  Let nothing be wasted."  John 6:12 
  
At Wellspring Ministries we 'gather up' what is used and left over, only to give it away for a 
new use to others. Thank you for every leftover - even garden produce.  We love leftovers that 
are in good clean condition..  Lunch, clothes, toys, home furnishings, books, tools, are free. 
Wellspring is open - Wednesdays and Fridays - 10am to 1:15, with free lunch at 11:55. 

 
 
Thank you to our volunteers 

and donors who make      
Wellspring thrive! 

 

Please join us August 23 
at 4:00 p.m. outside on 
the north lawn for Ice 
Cream and a time of    
fellowship welcoming  
early new and returning 
students. 

Thank you for your words of encouragement given at our retirement recognition 
and celebration. You have blessed us! “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12. 
      Jim and Karen Szymanski 
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FOOD PANTRY 
The Food Pantry has been a part of our church ministry for many years, providing food for upwards of 
100 people each year. When someone contacts the church with a need, food from the stocked pantry at 
the church is gathered based on particular needs. A shopper from the church supplements the request 
with fresh meat, vegetables, eggs, milk, and specific needs (diapers, wipes, formula, etc.) Though we do 
help members of our congregation occasionally, for many of the people we help, this is their only      
connection with a church.  
• Food Pantry Shoppers are Needed 
• Food donations may be brought to the church any time the office is open or on  Sunday next to the 

foyer Coffee Bar 
• Thank you for your generosity in donations, food and time! 
• Contact Patrick Hager at beswift.phager@gmail.com  

FOOD PANTRY SHELF ITEMS 
*Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Macaroni & Cheese, Helpers   

 (Hamburger, Tuna, Chicken),  Hormel Beef, Chicken,   
 Meatloaf with Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Ramen noodles 

*Canned Tuna, Canned Pasta (SpaghettiOs, Ravioli, etc.), Soup, Canned Chili, Canned Fruits and 
 Vegetables, Baked Beans, Canned Beef Stew 

*Boxed Rice, Boxed Potato Mixes (mashed, au gratin, etc.), Boxed Oatmeal Packets,  Cereal, 
 Boxed Pancake Mix, Syrup 

*Disposable Diapers, Baby Foods 
*Peanut Butter, Jelly or Jam, Crackers, Cookies, Fruit Snacks, Jello, Pudding, Jarred Applesauce 
*Fruit Juices, Juice Boxes, Coffee, Shelf-stable Milk, Protein Drink, Water 
*Toothpaste, Soap, Shampoo, Conditioner, Deodorant, Laundry Detergent, Dishwashing Liquid, 

 Pet Food, Kitty Litter 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES  

 Sunday Mornings: Please email Becky Hutton if you are interested in joining the rotation of 
people signed up to pray during one of our worship services each week.  

 Monday Mornings: A group meets for prayer at 10:00 am in the Conference Room each  
Monday. All are welcome.  

 Monthly Prayer Meetings: Due to the funeral this Sunday, our scheduled August 2 prayer 
meeting will be postponed. Stay tuned for further information.  



Opportunity at The Inn at Houghton Creek 
 

The Inn is looking for a friendly and dependable team  
member to help us continue offering a  welcoming space 
for guests visiting our community. This part‑time role     
includes housekeeping, laundry, answering phones, taking 
reservations, and assisting with guest check‑ins and 
check‑outs. 
 

We’re hoping to find someone who brings a positive spirit, attention to detail, and enjoys serving 
others — someone comfortable working both independently and alongside our small team. A flexi-
ble schedule, including some weekends, is helpful. 
If you or someone you know might be a good fit, we’d love to hear from you. 
 

Contact: Tracey Smith, Innkeeper — innkeeper@innathoughtoncreek.com — 585-567-8400 

Houghton Academy is pleased to announce the addition of 5th grade starting     
August of 2026. Under the direction of Nancy Gates, the 5th-8th grade curriculum 
has been completely revised to provide in-depth subject integration with a focus 
on writing portfolios and active learning. In addition to adding 5th grade, Mike       
Burgett, Interim Head of School, is also looking forward to the new Homeschool 
Cooperative program that will take place on Wednesdays of each week.  
Please visit the Middle School tab on the school website at Houghtonacademy.org 
to learn more! Additionally, we would like to thank the HWC members who have 
steadfastly supported the school through prayers and financial gifts; we could not 
have kept our doors open without you.  

AZURE   
delivers 
preordered 
items to the 
church 
parking lot 
once a 
month.  

 

mailto:innkeeper@innathoughtoncreek.com


CHURCH STAFF                       
 

Kristen Allen, Co-Pastor 
kristenallen@hwchurch.org 

 

Bill Allen, Co-Pastor 
billallen@hwchurch.org 

 

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor  
 joncole@hwchurch.org  

 

Emily Spateholts, Children’s Pastor 
  emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org 

 

Judy Congdon, Organist & Choir Director 
judycongdon@hwchurch.org 

 

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director 
amandacox@hwchurch.org 

 

Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,  
585-567-2264 office@hwchurch.org 

SUNDAYS IN AUGUST 

2   10 a.m. Indoors (streamed) 
 Pastor Bill , Packing & Unpacking, 
 Mark 6: 6b-13 
         3 p.m. Carmen Liddick Funeral (streamed) 
 

9   10 a.m. Outdoors (streamed) followed by Pig 
 Roast and Picnic 

 

16    10 a.m. Indoors (streamed) 
 

23    10 a.m. Indoors (streamed)   
 4 p.m. Ice Cream Social 

 

30     8:30 a.m.       
 & 11 a.m. Indoors (streamed) 

mailto:jcole@hwchurch.org
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