
 
July 28, 2026  
 
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends,  
 
First and foremost, on behalf of Heidi and me, I want to offer tremendous thanks for the gracious and 
touching send-off brunch and video montage you provided for us on Sunday. What a huge blessing and 
encouragement that was for us, including the myriad cards and notes of affirmation. Thank you!  
 
Secondly, I must express my gratitude for your support over the past four years of sharing life and 
ministry together. A sentence or two here is utterly inadequate to even begin to express the magnitude 
of my thankfulness for the gift of serving amidst this church community. I hope there will be other 
opportunities and individual conversations where I can express more of that thankfulness in person in 
the days before our departure to Roanoke, VA. (I will be serving there as the director of a small Christian 
non-profit that ministers to refugees and other vulnerable populations.) May the Lord continue to richly 
bless this church and this community and its unique and storied legacy of faithfulness to the Lord Jesus. 
You will forever remain spiritually and emotionally embedded deep in the hearts and minds of our whole 
family. We love you! 
 
THIS SUNDAY: 
 • Welcome Pastor Kristen and Pastor Bill! After a year of praying, preparation, searching, discerning, 

and finally calling, HWC now joyfully receive the Allens into ministry here.  
 • Summer worship schedule: one 10:00 am joint service in the HWC sanctuary. We will celebrate 

communion, and for the final time our 2025-26 interim Pastor Randy & Robbie will join us.  
 • Sermon: Pastor Bill will be preaching from Mark 6:6b-13, Packing and Unpacking  
 • Welcome back, PJ! As of August 1, Pastor Jon’s sabbatical is concluded and he returns to his vibrant 

service here at HWC—refreshed, rejuvenated, and excited to return, we pray. 
 • A Funeral and Celebration of the Life of Carmen Liddick will take at 3:00pm in the HWC sanctuary. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY: On August 9 our annual Pig Roast & Picnic will take place. Following a one 10:00 am 
service outside, plan on staying for the all-church lunch. Meat, drinks, and tableware will be provided. 
Please bring a side dish and dessert to pass. Tables and chairs will be set up, but bring your own lawn 
chair or blanket if you wish. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: VBS begins August 3rd at Fillmore Wesleyan Church!  Join us for four nights 
of carnival-themed, faith-filled fun!  To register your children, click here.  To join our volunteer 
team, click here. We are also looking for people willing to donate last minute supplies and snack food.  If 
you can participate this way, please use this link to sign up for what you can bring.  Please drop off items 
at Pastor Emily's office by Sunday morning, August 2nd or at Fillmore Wesleyan's kitchen by the 
afternoon of the 2nd.  Thanks! 

https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/035e8738156
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/035e8738155577
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-dq-QaaetyWMmiTWyXqPnBcjPTzkXBWL0tqrCwtx3RQ/edit?usp=sharing


 
HWC KIDS: 

• HWC Kids are jumping into a new series on the prophets this month! This week in Children’s 
Church, kids learn about how much God’s people are loved through the prophet Hosea. BIG IDEA: 
God’s love is timeless. BIBLE: Hosea 1:1-11; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

• August Memory Verse: "He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 
human heart." — Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV) 

 
YOUTH: Summer Sabbath—no activities until mid-August. 
 
SUMMER BOOK CLUB: The Listening Life will meet tomorrow (Wednesday) from 7:00-8:00 pm on the 
north lawn of the church. Bring a lawn chair and join us in discussing Chapter 7, “Listening to People in 
Pain”.  
 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES: 
 • Sunday Mornings: Please email Becky Hutton if you are interested in joining the rotation of people 

signed up to pray during one of our worship services each week. 
 • Monday Mornings: A group meets for prayer at 10:00am in the conference room each Monday. All 

are welcome. 
 • Monthly Prayer Meetings: Due to the funeral this Sunday, our scheduled August 2 prayer meeting 

will be postponed. Stay tuned for further information.  
 
CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: Houghton Wesleyan Church is seeking a church member to work 
with several others on a small and experienced finance team to help share volunteer duties managing 
the church budget, overseeing Human Resources issues, payroll, and related topics. Division of duties 
among the team is negotiable depending on interests and experience. This person becomes a member of 
the Board of Elders. Contact Daryl Stevenson or Paul Young if you are interested and willing to discuss 
the volunteer position further. 
 
CHURCH FINANCES: Here are the current giving totals for our fiscal year, June 1, 2026–May 31, 2027. 

 

Budget Needed: $139,174.08    Monies Received: $114,417.42     
 

Thank you for your generosity! Offerings can given in whatever way is most convenient for you: place 
them in the plate during worship services on Sunday, donate online (follow the “GIVING” link at the 
top right of the church website), drop contributions off in person at the church office, or mail a check 
to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). As always, we are happy to make church budget 
and financial details available upon request; just contact the church office. 

 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs of any sort, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at 585-567-
2264 or office@hwchurch.org.  
 
Handing the baton off this week, with tremendous gratitude for this community, 

 
Pastor David 
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