
July 7, 2026  
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends,  
 
We survived the sweltering heat of last week, so here some cool updates about church life this week: 
 
THIS SUNDAY: 
 • One 10:00am joint service outside. (Rain date will be the following Sunday.) It’s helpful, but not 

required, to bring your own lawn chairs; if it’s sunny, you might consider a hat or umbrella too! 
 • Sermon: Dr. Paul Young will be preaching from Philippians 4:2-9, Gentleness Breaks.  
 • Our monthly Prayer Meeting takes place this Sunday at 6:00 pm in the church sanctuary. We will 

employ the ancient practice of lectio divina, prayerfully listening to scripture and meditating on it in 
silence. 

 
RFKC! All this week, volunteers from HWC and other local churches are loving on children at Royal 
Family Kids Camp. Campers come from family circumstances where they have faced neglect or abuse or 
other traumas, but RFKC gives them a week of joyful experiences, safety, freedom, kindness, and loads of 
individual attention. It is a transformative time where kids are showered with the love of Jesus. Contact 
Pastor Emily if you’d like to find a good time to stop by (Perry, NY) and see this ministry in action. Also 
anyone is welcome to attend the closing celebration on Friday @ 2:00pm in the HWC sanctuary. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Can you join a group to help prep the yard and property for our new pastors 
Kristen and Bill Allen before they move in? Come tomorrow, Wed, July 8 @ 6:00pm at 9816 Seymour St., 
Houghton. 
 
HWC KIDS: 

• This Sunday, kids hear how Abram asked God to spare Lot’s family instead of rolling the dice. BIG 
IDEA: We can pray for our families. BIBLE: Genesis 18:20–33, 19:15–29; Psalm 65:1–8 

• July Memory Verse: "Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way 
of love." — Ephesians 5:1–2a (NIV) 

• July Kids Club: Wacky Water on Saturday, July 18th from 9:30-11:00! Prepare to get WET! 
• No Preteen Hangout in July due to the opening service of Refresh Camp. 
• VBS:  "Step Right Up" and register kids today for VBS on August 3rd-6th. Volunteer leaders and 

helpers can register here. Join us for four nights of fun under the "big top" as we learn more about 
Jesus and His love for us! Interested in helping beforehand? Show up at Fillmore Wesleyan Church 
on Monday, July 13th at 6pm for "Pizza and Props" as we start to prepare the decorations and 
spaces for VBS. 

 
YOUTH: Summer Sabbath continues, so until July 16 (Nerf wars!) there are no scheduled activities. 
 



SUMMER BOOK CLUB: The Listening Life will meet tomorrow (Wednesday) from 7:00-8:00 pm on the 
north lawn of the church. We will discuss Chapter 4, “Listening to Scripture”. Bring a lawn chair, and feel 
free to come to as few or as many weeks as your schedule allows.  
 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES: 
 • Sunday Mornings: Please email Becky Hutton if you are interested in joining the rotation of people 

signed up to pray during one of our worship services each week. 
 • Monday Mornings: A group meets for prayer at 10:00am in the conference room each Monday. All 

are  welcome.  
 
CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: Houghton Wesleyan Church is seeking a church member to work 
with several others on a small and experienced finance team to help share volunteer duties managing 
the church budget, overseeing Human Resources issues, payroll, and related topics. Division of duties 
among the team is negotiable depending on interests and experience. This person becomes a member of 
the Board of Elders. Contact Daryl Stevenson or Paul Young if you are interested and willing to discuss 
the volunteer position further. 
 
CHURCH FINANCES: Here are the current giving totals for our fiscal year, June 1, 2026–May 31, 2027. 

 

Budget Needed: $86,983.80    Monies Received: $69,373.89     
 

Thank you for your generosity! Offerings can given in whatever way is most convenient for you: place 
them in the plate during worship services on Sunday, donate online (follow the “GIVING” link at the 
top right of the church website), drop contributions off in person at the church office, or mail a check 
to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). As always, we are happy to make church budget 
and financial details available upon request; just contact the church office. 

 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs of any sort, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at 585-567-
2264 or office@hwchurch.org.  
 
Grace, 

 
Pastor David 
 


