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A Character Not in the Story 
 

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the 
group   and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.   In the Law Moses commanded us 

to stone such women. Now what do you say?” They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for 
accusing him… [He] said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” …At 
this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman 
still standing there.  Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 

“No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”  
(John  8:3-11) 

 

There is so much to learn from this account in John chapter 8, far more than can be fit into a brief devotional 
thought here. For instance, we could ponder how we are sometimes like the woman—a sinner before God, 
while at the same time someone sinned against (i.e., used by others, shamed and humiliated, etc.). We should 
definitely admit when we are like the hypocritical Pharisees who walked away from Jesus. And certainly we 
should pursue being like Jesus in his compassion and hope-giving call to righteousness. 
 

But allow me to use some sanctified imagination and suggest to you that we consider what it would mean for 
us to be a character that doesn’t exist in the story: a Pharisee who drops their stone and stays rather than 
walks away. 
 

Obviously I’m not suggesting that we should be a Pharisee(!), but hard as it is to admit, many times we already 
are. In John 8, the Pharisees all departed the scene in resignation. Their trap had failed; Jesus confronted them 
with the truth of their own law-breaking, so they gave up and walked away grumbling. But here’s the 
staggeringly important consequence: because the left, they failed to hear Jesus’ answer. 
 

Huh? Wasn’t getting an answer the Pharisees’ entire reason for hatching the scheme? Sadly, no. It was 
actually more of a weapon than a question. Whether Jesus rejected the law (“Don’t stone her!”) or displeased 
the crowds (“Stone her!”), either way the Pharisees would win..or so they thought. 
 
The Pharisees had rightly anticipated the two possibilities: mercy or law. But when Jesus confronted them 
with their own hypocrisy, they left and never heard the amazing answer—an answer that held both grace and 
righteousness together! It did so by granting grace first and calling to righteousness second. 
 

What if even one Pharisee had dropped his stone and, in newfound humility, stayed? He may have reckoned 
Jesus’ words to the woman as the Savior’s message to them too: “Neither do I condemn you”…for your malice 
toward the woman, your thirst for judgment, your presumption of personal righteousness, your disdain for 
offering grace. And then he may have recognized Christ’s command for him to live uprightly too: “Go and 
leave your life of sin”, have compassion for this woman, recognize the depth of your own transgressions, learn 
to love showering mercy upon others just as I have done to you. 
 

We do well to ask some important questions: Is the adulterous woman my enemy…or has Christ so 
transformed my heart that I see myself in her? Am I at war with a secular culture…or do I want to woo that 
culture with otherworldly kindness? Am I desiring that the sins of others be judged when my own have been 
forgiven…or do I exult in paying forward the unconditional love I have received from Jesus? 
 

Sisters and brothers, it is impossible to hold a stone when one’s hands are nailed to a cross. So may each and 
every one of us drop the stones we wield against others, and let us hear our crucified Savior’s grace-and- 
righteousness gospel: “Neither do I condemn you. Now go and sin no more!” 

 
Pastor David 

In John 8, every one of the Pharisees walks away. What if instead we were to respond differently, to 
acknowledge our sin, to drop our stone…and stay? 
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-July Lessons: "We Are Family: Nothing brings a family together—or stirs up some friendly dra-
ma—like a family game night! Just like in games, family life can have its own ups and downs, 
whether it’s with our given or chosen families. In this 4-week series, kids will explore how  
Abraham’s family navigated challenges and blessings while learning how we can care for our 
families, serve them well, and remember that we’re all part of God’s family. As they do, kids will 
learn that we can believe God’s promises, we can pray for our families, we can trust God to   
provide, and we’re all welcome in God’s family." 
 
  
 
July Memory Verse: "Follow God’s example, therefore, as 
dearly loved children and walk in the way of love." — 
Ephesians 5:1–2a (NIV) 
 
 

 
Children's Church for grades PreK-1st and Nursery for ages birth - 3 continues   
throughout the summer! 
 

July Kids Club: Water WOW!  Join us on Saturday, July 18th for our summer water fun - 
water balloons, slip-n-slide, popsicles, and more! 
 

No Preteen Hangout in July due to the opening service of Refresh Camp. 
 

VBS:  "Step Right Up" and register today for VBS on August 3rd - 6th:  
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/035e8738156.   
Volunteers can register here: https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/035e8738155577.       

 
Join us for four nights of fun under the "big top" as 
we learn more about Jesus and His love for 
us!  Interested in helping create and put up deco-
rations for VBS?  Join us for "pizza and props" 
nights on Monday, July 13th and 27th at Fillmore 
Wesleyan. 

https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/035e8738156
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/035e8738155577
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From the 

Library Shelves 

RFKC Prayer Support  
 

 

Royal Family Kids’ Camp needs new  prayer prayers for 2026! If 
you’re willing to pray for a staff member attending this year’s camp 
(to be held July 5-10 at Camp Asbury in Silver Springs), writing him 
or her a note (provided to you ahead of time) and then praying for 
him or her daily during camp itself, 
email Laurie.Dashnau@houghton.edu.  
Thank you for considering being part of this vital ministry.  

The church library is open whenever the building is open. 

The Church Library, located on the 1st floor of the Christian Education Building, contains over 10,000 
items.  The library has a section of books, videos, DVDs and books on CD for children.  Sections are also 
devoted to youth and adults.  We also have group Bible study DVDs. The goals and objectives of the 
church library staff are to make available quality literature in various forms, which will appeal to all ages and 
promote Christian growth through the renewing of our minds. 

Please note: The SENECA CANEADEA FIELD DAY is not taking place this year in the 
Town Park. If you are interested in planning the enhanced programming and activities for all 
ages for next summer, contact Laura Habecker, our Town Clerk, at (585) 365-2928. 

YOUTH NERF GAME July 16 from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Community Room. 

With sympathy for the family and friends of Terry Ayers who 
went to be with the Lord  on May 31. A Celebration of Life was 
held at the church on June 7. 

mailto:Laurie.Dashnau@houghton.edu
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Applications for Valley PreSchool are Available 
VPS meets from September to June and is for children ages two (by June 1st) through five.           

Join us for the 2026-2027 school year. 
Our application fee goes from $50.00 to $75.00 August 1st so apply this month!  

Contact Casda Danner at casdadanner@hwchurch.org with questions. 

SUMMER BOOK CLUB: The Listening Life will meet tomorrow 
(Wednesday) from 7:00-8:00 pm on the north lawn of the church.  
 
On July 1 we will discuss Chapter 3, “Listening to God”.  
July 8, “Listening to Scripture” 
July 15, “Listening to Creation” 
July 22, “Listening to Others” 
and July 29, “Listening to People in Pain” 
Bring a lawn chair, and feel free to come to as few or as many weeks as your 
schedule allows.  

 A restored four-bedroom, two-bath Victorian home   in 
Houghton, within walking distance of Houghton University 
campus, will be available for rent on August 1. The house 
combines historic charm with some recent updates.  

For more information, please reach out to Joanna Bates at 
716-531-8685.  

Phil Merrill Painting & Power Washing 
(Houses & Decks) 
Inside & Outside  
(585) 610-8882 
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ROYAL FAMILY KIDS CAMP 2026: 
• Theme: Follow the Shepherd 
• Bible stories based on the life of David 
• Patio Stone named, “Look Up, Child,” by Wynn and Kristen Horton 
• John 10:27: My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

Home Games at Kerr Pegula Complex 
July 1  7 p.m.   Dansville Gliders 

July 3  7 p.m.  Hornell Steamers 

July 5  2 p.m.  Dansville Gliders 

July 8  7 p.m.  Dansville Gliders 

July 12 2 p.m.   Hornell Steamers 

July 13 7 p.m.  Hornell Steamers 

We welcome any flowers that you would like to donate for 
Sunday morning services throughout the summer.        

Please contact Linda Knapp at 585-365-3805. Thank you  

Coming in August: 
August 23—Ice Cream Social on the North Lawn at 4:00 p.m. 
August 26— Musical Memories Café from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

& 



CHURCH STAFF                       
 

David Huizenga, 
Assistant Pastor 

  davidhuizenga@hwchurch.org  
 

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director   
amandacox@hwchurch.org  

 
Emily Spateholts, Children’s Pastor 

emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org 
 

Judy Congdon, Organist and Choral Director 
judycongdon@hwchurch.org 

 
Casda Danner, Valley Preschool Director 

casdadanner@hwchurch.org 
 

Kat Tiedemann, Interim Youth Director 
kattiedemann@hwchurch.org  

 
Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,  

567-2264 office@hwchurch.org 

SUNDAYS IN JULY 
July 5  Dr. Michael Jordan preaching 

 10:00 a.m. Worship and communion 
 

July 12  Dr. Paul Young preaching 
• 10:00 a.m.  Worship Outdoors 
• 6:00 p.m. Indoor lectio divina  Prayer  

July 19  Pastor David Huizenga preaching 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 

 

July 26  Pastor Randy Craker preaching 
• 9:00 a.m. Huizenga Farewell Brunch (see below) 
• 10:00 a.m. Worship 

Huizenga Farewell Brunch 
Most readers know that Pastor David and Heidi Huizenga are 
moving on to further ministries and will only be with us 
through July 31. July 26 will be their final Sunday, and Pastor 
Randy Craker, our interim pastor this last year, will be back 
with us for a final sermon. 
 

In the 9:00 am hour prior to the service, we are planning a 
farewell brunch in the Community Room to honor and affirm 
David (and Heidi) for four years of outstanding service to the 
church as Assistant Pastor. Coffee, light brunch-fare of 
donuts, pastries, and fruit, will provide a warm send-off    
opportunity for congregation members. Come share the hour 
with many others to show your support and sentiment for 
their service. Bring a heartfelt card for the basket, a warm 
handshake, and your words of gratitude as they head out to 
their next service opportunity. 
 

Watch for further announcements during the intervening weeks. 

August 2 is the first Sunday of Pastors Bill and Kristen Allen,  
our new Co-Pastors  

mailto:acox@hwchurch.org
mailto:office@hwchurch.org?subject=Highlights
mailto:info@hwchurch.org?subject=Church%20Office

