
 

          
June 2, 2026 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 
 

June is here! The university, Academy, and VPS school years are completed, and FCS graduation is just 
around the corner. It hardly seems possible, but summer is indeed upon us. Here’s an update on HWC 
happenings: 

THIS SUNDAY MORNING: 
• Our normal schedule of worship services (8:30am & 11:00am) and Discipleship Hour (9:45am) 
• Sermon: Rev. Dr. Andy Walton will be preaching from Isaiah 26:16-27:1, Consider Leviathan. 

FUNERAL: A worship service celebrating the life of Terry Ayers will take place this Sunday, June 7 at 3:30pm 
in the HWC sanctuary. 

HWC KIDS: 
• In June we're going "back to the beginning" to discover how God created the whole world. BIG IDEA: 

God made the world and everything in it. BIBLE: Genesis 1:1–25, 2:1–3; Psalm 33:4–9 
• June Memory Verse: "The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it." 

— Psalm 24:1 (NIV) 
• Looking ahead: last KidsConnect on June 14, volunteer brunch on June 21 at 9:00am, Kids Club on 

June 20 and Preteen Hangout on June 21 
• If you or anyone you know would be interested in joining our volunteer team to help with children, 

pre-teen, or youth, contact Pastor Emily at emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org. 

YOUTH: We’re transitioning to Summer Sabbath, so weekly youth group and prayer breakfasts are 
suspended until late August. Discipleship Hour continues for two weeks (June 7 & 14), and monthly Nerf 
games, 7pm-8pm on June 18, July 16, and August 20. There will be no other summer activities, but thank you 
for a great year of youth group! 

SUMMER BOOK CLUB: Beginning on June 17 and running for 9 weeks, The Listening Life will meet 
Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:00pm, on the north lawn of the church. Bring a lawn chair, and feel free to 
come to as few or as many weeks as your schedule allows. For more info contact Melissa Fink 
(melissfink@gmail.com, 716-572-2077) or Beth Stevick (bethstevick@gmail.com, land line: 585-365-2804). 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES: 
• Sunday Prayer Meetings (6:00pm on July 5 and Aug 2 in the HWC sanctuary). On July 5 we will employ 

the ancient practice of lectio divina, prayerfully listening to scripture and meditating on it in silence. 
• Sunday Mornings: Please contact Becky (LindolRuthHutton@hotmail.com) if you are interested in 

joining the rotation of people signed up to pray during one of our worship services each week. 
• Monday Mornings: A group meets for prayer at 10:00am in the conference room each Monday. All are 

welcome. 
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CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: Houghton Wesleyan Church is seeking a church member to work 
with several others on a small and experienced finance team to help share volunteer duties managing 
the church budget, overseeing Human Resources issues, payroll, and related topics. Division of duties 
among the team is negotiable depending on interests and experience. This person becomes a member of 
the Board of Elders. Contact Daryl Stevenson or Paul Young if you are interested and willing to discuss 
the volunteer position further. 

CHURCH FINANCES: Here are the giving total for this completed fiscal year, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026. 

Budget Needed: $909,675.90 Monies Received: $853,995.35 

Thank you for your generosity! Offerings can given in whatever way is most convenient for you: place 
them in the plate during worship services on Sunday, donate online (follow the “GIVING” link at the 
top right of the church website), drop contributions off in person at the church office, or mail a check 
to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). As always, we are happy to make church budget 
and financial details available upon request; just contact the church office. 

If you have questions, concerns, or needs of any sort, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at 585-567-
2264 or office@hwchurch.org. 

Grace, 

Pastor David 
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