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serving others

May 26, 2026
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Whew! Lots of yellow here, which means lots of new information. This Sunday, May 31, marks the conclusion
of our time serving as your interim pastor couple. Robbie and I have come to love you and this place. The
memories we will take with us will warm our hearts for the remainder of our lives. You have been an incredible
blessing to us. Thank you HWC!

I will close my time with you by opening God's word to Hebrews 12:1-3 to offer a word of encouragement for
the journey ahead. I have asked that communion be moved up a week as Robbie and I would like to serve you
the elements of reminder that we are the people who follow Jesus. I have asked the children to sing as I want to
pray a blessing over them and give them a small treat of thanks for being a joy to me.

Robbie will share some of her reflections and at the conclusion of the service we will start the 2,266 mile trip to
our home in Nampa, Idaho.

I hope to see you Sunday at 10:00 a.m. as we will have a single service. Remember that the Discipleship
and Sunday School hour begins at 8:45 this week!

NEW CO-PASTORS By now you likely know that we have new pastors coming about August 1. Pastors Bill
and Kristen Allen will move into the Allen homestead on Seymour Street this summer. See the newest
Highlights for the letter from the Board of Elders that explains the situation more. Now, here is a brief note just
received today from the Allens:

Dear HWC Family,

We just want to thank you so much for the incredible hospitality, love, and support we received from you
this past weekend! You were so kind and gracious, and we are so grateful for your thoughtful, prayerful
discernment as you sought God’s will with us. Our candidacy experience was truly exciting, and we
believe that God was moving in this process. We cannot wait to do life with this church family, and we
believe that God’s plans for all of us are better than we could ever dream up on our own!

God is on the move!
Pastor Bill and Pastor Kristen

HWC KIDS

* This week in Kids Connect, kids hear the true story of how even a shipwreck couldn't keep Paul from telling
others about Jesus. BIG IDEA: True story—God helps us share the good news. BIBLE: Acts 27:13-44;
Matthew 28:16-20

* May Memory Verse: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes." — Romans 1:16a (NIV)

» Ifyou or anyone you know would be interested in joining our volunteer team to help with children, pre-
teen, or youth, contact Pastor Emily at emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org.
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MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room.
FINAL YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets on Wednesday at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.

CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: Houghton Wesleyan Church is seeking a church member to work
with several others on a small and experienced finance team to help share volunteer duties managing the church
budget, overseeing Human Resources issues, payroll, and related topics. Division of duties among the team is
negotiable depending on interests and experience. This person becomes a member of the Board of Elders. Contact
Daryl Stevenson or Paul Young if you are interested and willing to discuss the volunteer position further.

PASTORAL OVERSIGHT [ asked the Board of Elders to designate Pastor David Huizenga as the pastoral overseer
for June and July. They unanimously affirmed this action. He will lead the staff meetings, be available to all of
the church leaders and committees, and be accessible to all congregation members for pastoral care. Keep Pastor
David in your prayers as he takes on additional roles as well as continues to give attention to his upcoming
transition.

PASTORAL INTERIM NEARLY COMPLETED [ had a conversation recently with the Board of Elders about our departure.
The long term pastoral arrangements are now more certain and we have agreed that May 31st will be our final Sunday. In
early June, Robbie and I need to be in Seattle to share in our grandson's high school graduation and so this date seemed like
a good pivot point. On Saturday, May 30, from 5:00 — 7:00 p.m., the Elders have told us that they are planning a
FAREWELL POTLUCK dinner for the whole church where Robbie and I can express our deep gratitude for these 10
months with you and it provides a time for the congregation to connect to us. That sounds great! Please come be with us—
everybody eats! They say to bring a main dish and either a salad or a dessert. For those who care to, there will be a basket
for notes and cards. We would love to hear from you, so let your note be a remembrance of you!

PHOTOS FOR THE CHURCH DIRECTORY. We are trying to update our database with pictures of the singles and

families of our church. This Saturday evening during the potluck, Judy Hopkins will be available to take pictures. Come
prepared to help us. Photos will be a great gift to Bill and Kristen as they get acquainted with the entire congregation.

CHURCH FINANCES Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 — May 31, 2026.

Budget Needed: $892,348.74  Monies Received: $838,687.68

Building Project
Fundraising $370,000
Gifts received $321,707
Remainder needed $48,293

In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving, drop off at
the office, or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any
church financial information, contact the church office.

STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or
office@hwchurch.org.

As 1 bring this final Tuesday letter to a close, I want to thank Daryl Stevenson, who weekly helped me put this
note together. He has been a servant of the church and a great help to me. And, Patty Stalker’s assistance with
processing all the office documents, letters, bulletins, and HIGHLIGHTS require my special public and deep
thanks—she is a gem, as many of you know!

Robbie and I will share more at the potluck, Sunday morning in the service, and in the soon to be completed
Highlights. But today I want you to know that we are deeply thankful for these 10 months with you.

Pastor Randy
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