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May 19, 2026
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

This Sunday, May 24, is an important day in the life of our church. We will have our candidates for
Co-Pastors, Reyv. Bill and Rev. Kristen Allen, speaking in both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services, with
the latter being streamed. During the Discipleship hour at 9:45, the Allens will share their spiritual
journeys in the church sanctuary. The youth and children’s Sunday School, and the nursery, will occur
as normal.

During recent Sundays, we heard from Pastors Bill and Kristen via short videos. Check our website or
Facebook for many more details about them which you can read and videos you may view. See also
recent bulletins for the weekend schedule of the Allens’ availability for interaction or call our office.
Come greet them, listen to them, and bring your questions. If at all possible, please plan to be with us
this Sunday.

Keep in mind that Saturday at 4 we will have a dessert fellowship (please bring something to
share) as we get acquainted with the Allens. Then at 5 we will go to the sanctuary for a Q&A
time. We will take up to 90 minutes to engage in a helpful glimpse into their hearts, minds, and
approach to life and ministry. Your questions matter.

Then on Sunday morning between 9:30 am and 12:30 pm, in Room 105 (across from our library),
church members may vote in person on whether to invite (“extend a call to”) the Allens to be our
co-pastors. If you cannot be present, you may register your vote between 12:30 and 2:00 p.m.by
confidentially and exclusively phoning in or emailing Susie Roorbach: Phone: 716-374-4290 /
Email: susanna.roorbach@gmail.com

Last Sunday we had our annual meeting. The financial plan for 2026-2027 was approved
unanimously by 116 voting members. You also elected four new members to the Board of Elders.
See the voting results on our website by following the link for Lay Leaders.

HWC KIDS

* This week in Kids Connect, kids learn the true story of how Paul and Silas were joyful in
prison. BIG IDEA: True story—The Holy Spirit gives us power. BIBLE: Acts 2:1-12, 16:16—40

* May Memory Verse: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes." — Romans 1:16a (NIV)

 Praise God! We had 28 preteens at our Preteen Hangout this past weekend (we only have 25
that are grade-eligible in our congregation!). This ministry is growing and so exciting and fun! If
you would be interested in joining our volunteer team, contact Pastor Emily at
emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org.

MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room.

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.
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PASTORAL INTERIM NEARS COMPLETION [ had a conversation recently with the Board
of Elders about our departure. Although the final long term pastoral arrangements are still
anticipated, we have agreed that May 31st will be our final Sunday. In early June, Robbie and I
need to be in Seattle to share in our grandson's high school graduation and so this date seemed like
a good pivot point. On Saturday, May 30, from 5:00 — 7:00 p.m., the Elders have told us that they
are planning a FAREWELL POTLUCK dinner for the whole church where Robbie and I can
express our deep gratitude for these 10 months with you. We look forward to having you join us.
Please do—everybody eats! They say to bring a main dish and either a salad or a dessert.

CHURCH FINANCES Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 — May 31,
2026.

Budget Needed: $875,021.58 Monies Received: $826,767.13

Building Project
Fundraising $370,000
Gifts received $321,697
Remainder needed $48,303

In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving,
drop off at the office, or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you
would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-
2264 or office@hwchurch.org.

We pray that God’s mercy and grace encourages, strengthens, and leads you each day.

Pastor Randy Craker
Interim Pastor
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