
 

 
May 12, 2026  
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends,  
 
This Sunday, May 17, I want to share three stories from my journey that represent how I seek to live my life as a 
follower of Jesus. My title is: "Scrapbooks, Sack Lunches, School Bully".  As we draw near the end of our time with 
you, I simply want to share a bit more of my heart and my approach to walking the Jesus Way. I will be speaking in 
both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services, with the latter being streamed. All Adult Discipleship classes, as well as youth 
and children’s Sunday School and the nursery, occur as normal at 9:45 a.m. Be sure to read carefully the rest of this 
letter because of all the important information included here.  You don’t want to overlook anything. 
 
OUR FOOD PANTRY IS REOPENING! Saturday the Youth will be collecting shelf-stable foods door-to-door 
from 3-5 p.m. If they miss you, Sunday morning you may bring food donations to both services to place on the 
platform. 
 
CHURCH FINANCE OFFICER POSITION: Houghton Wesleyan Church is seeking a church member to work 
with several others on a small and experienced finance team to help share duties managing the church budget, 
overseeing Human Resources issues, payroll, and related topics. Division of duties among the team is negotiable 
depending on interests and experience. Becomes a member of the Board of Elders. Contact Pastor Randy, Daryl 
Stevenson, or Paul Young if you are interested and willing to discuss the volunteer position further. 
 
HWC KIDS 
   •  This week in Kids Connect, kids hear the true story of Peter’s miraculous escape from prison. BIG IDEA: True 
story—God hears us when we pray. BIBLE: Acts 12:1–17; Ephesians 1:15–23 
   • May Memory Verse: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes." — Romans 1:16a (NIV) 
   • Kids Club: Saturday, May 16th, 9:30-11:00 a.m., kids in grades PreK - 6th are welcome for a morning of fun, 
friends, and faith! 
   • Preteen Hangout:  "MOVING UP" DAY!  Current 4th graders are invited to join the current 5th graders for 
preteen hangout on Sunday, May 17th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the gym.  6th graders will move up to youth group that 
night! 
 
VOTING for the church’s lay leadership and the 2026-2027 Community Financial Plan (the budget) occurs this 
week online and next Sunday in person. Ballots are posted around the church buildings.  Members of the church were 
sent a digital ballot on Monday, which may be completed by 12:30 p.m. on May 17.  (If you did not receive the ballot 
link, but think you should have, contact Patty.)  Or members may vote in person from 8:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the 
sanctuary foyer that day.  
 
OUR COMMUNITY FINANCIAL PLAN   The Elders submitted for members’ approval the 2026-2027 Church Financial 
Plan. You may access the CFP on the church website HERE or contact the office.  Copies are available. 
 
MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room. 
 
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room. 
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LAST SUNDAY WE HEARD FROM PASTOR BILL AND PASTOR KRISTEN ALLEN (our co-pastor 
candidates) via a short video greeting to the congregation.  This followed the announcement the previous week 
of the Board of Elder's unanimous endorsement of the Search Committee's nominees. Next Sunday you will see 
another short video of co-pastoring and what that means and how it could  look in the life of our church. Check our 
website or Facebook for many more details about them which you can read and videos you may view. Each week 
leading to their Houghton visit on May 23-24, we will provide opportunities for you to get to know them. Voting on 
the co-pastor candidates will follow their visit. Both last Sunday’s and this coming Sunday’s bulletins detail the 
opportunities to interact with them.  Come listen and bring your questions. 
 
PASTORAL INTERIM NEARS COMPLETION    I had a conversation recently with the Board of Elders about 
our departure. Although the final long term pastoral arrangements are still anticipated, we have agreed that May 31st 
will be our final Sunday. In early June, Robbie and I need to be in Seattle to share in our grandson's high school 
graduation and so this date seemed like a good pivot point. On Saturday, May 30, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., the Elders 
have told us that they are planning a FAREWELL POTLUCK dinner for the whole church where Robbie and I can 
express our deep gratitude for these 10 months with you and it provides a time for the congregation to connect to us.  
That sounds great! Please come be with us—everybody eats! Details for the potluck meal are forthcoming, I am told. 
 
 
CHURCH FINANCES   Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026.  

 
            Budget Needed: $857,694.42          Monies Received: $804,634.87 

                                                           
                                                         Building Project 

Fundraising       $370,000  
Gifts received      $321,593 
Remainder needed       $48,407 

 
In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving, drop off at 
the office, or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any 
church financial information, contact the church office.  
 
STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.  
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or 
office@hwchurch.org.  
 
We pray that God’s mercy and grace encourage, strengthens, and leads you each day. 
 
Pastor Randy Craker  
Interim Pastor 
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