
May 5, 2026  
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends,  
 
Last Sunday we all heard the exciting announcement of the Elder Board's unanimous endorsement of the 
Search Committee's nominees. Pastor Bill and Pastor Kristen Allen are being presented as co-pastors. On 
Sunday you will see a short video of what that means and how it will look in the life of the church. Each week 
leading up to their visit on May 23 and 24 to Houghton, we will provide opportunities for you to get to know them. 
Remember, our website has materials you can see. 
 
As considerations for the future are before us, I had a conversation last week with the Board of Elders about our 
departure. Together we have agreed that May 31st will be our final Sunday. In early June Robbie and I need to be 
in Seattle to share in our grandson's high school graduation and so this date seemed like a good pivot point. In the 
days to come you will hear more from us as we express our deep gratitude for these 10 months that we have gotten 
to share together.  
 
May 10 is Mothers’ Day! I’ll be speaking in both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services, with the latter being streamed. 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting in the Community Room is at 9:45-10:45 a.m. for adults. All youth and 
children’s Sunday School and nursery occur as normal.  
 
HWC KIDS 
   •   This week in Kids Connect, kids hear the true story of how Ananias and Sapphira tried to deceive the Early 
Church. BIG IDEA: True story—God helps us be righteous. 
BIBLE: Acts 4:32–5:10; 1 Peter 3:13–22. 
  •  May Memory Verse: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation 
to everyone who believes." — Romans 1:16a (NIV) 
  •  For safety reasons, acolyte names will no longer appear in the bulletin.  Check the back table in the sanctuary on 
Sunday morning for the names of the weekly acolytes! 
 
ANNUAL MEETING: This Sunday, May 10, 9:45-10:45 am in the Community Room, we will gather for our Annual 
Congregational Meeting. Regular adult Discipleship classes will not meet. During this time together, brief updates 
will be presented from Pastor Randy, Daryl Stevenson (Chair of the Elders), and Mike Spateholts (Facilities 
Stewards Chair). Paul Young (Stewardship Committee Chair) will explain the 2026-2027 Community Financial 
Plan. There will be further information about the impending candidacy on May 23-24 of our new pastoral 
leadership. This is an opportunity to get information and to ask questions related to the various areas of our church. 

ANNUAL ELECTION: The Nominating Committee has put together a ballot for this year’s election of church leaders. 
Sample ballots are posted in various places around the church. The election of leaders will take place on Sunday 
May 17 (voting in person) and through the week of May 10-17 (voting online). 

HWC FINANCIAL PLAN: The Elders are submitting for members’ approval the 2026-2027 Church Financial Plan.  
 
MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room. 
 
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 am in the Community Room. 

https://hwchurch.org/candidates-as-co-pastors
https://hwchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-2027-HWC-Ballot-Preview-scaled.jpg
https://hwchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2027-Budget-handout-scaled.jpg


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WALK FOR LIFE UPDATE: Becky Hutton Reports, “Praise God for a wonderful Walk for Life. Double the turn out from 
last year—69 participants (plus 2 preborn ) = 71! Giving exceeded our goal—enough to help 17 women, and more is coming.” 
 
A BIG THANK YOU  

• To the outstanding crew that showed up to clean up our church grounds. Luke Ogden and Michael 
Spateholts oversaw the work! 

• To all who poured their time and creativity to put on the Ministry Fair. It was an outstanding day of learning, 
engagement, and fellowship.  

• To Judy Congdon and the Houghton Church Choir for your ministry this year. 

CHURCH FINANCES:  
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026:  

 
Budget Needed: $840,367.26          Monies Received: $785,676.56 

                                                          Building Project 
Fundraising       $370,000  
Gifts received      $321,583 
Remainder needed       $48,417 

 
In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving, drop off at the 
office, or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any church 
financial information, contact the church office.  
 
STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.  
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or 
office@hwchurch.org.  
 
We pray that God’s mercy and grace encourages, strengthens, and leads you each day. 
 
Pastor Randy Craker  
Interim Pastor 
 
 

https://www.hwchurch.org/giving/

