
May 3, 2026

Dear Members of the Houghton Wesleyan Family:

The Board of Elders is very pleased to announce that they have unanimously approved the 
Pastoral Search Committee’s recommendation for Houghton Wesleyan’s new leadership.  The 
Board is enthusiastically recommending to the congregation that we invite Rev. Dr. Bill Allen 
and Rev. Kristen Allen to be our new Co-Pastors. 

Pastor Bill and Pastor Kristen are graduates of both Houghton University and Asbury 
Seminary in Kentucky. They currently serve separate and neighboring congregations in the 
Canandaigua area as lead pastors, and they have many years of experience as co-pastors in 
multiple churches. They have three adult children. Pastor Bill grew up in this church, and in that 
sense we would be inviting him home. 

On May 23 and 24, the Allens will be with us for various informal gatherings and meals.  
There should be plenty of opportunities for you to meet and interact with them.  They will both 
speak in the early and late services (streamed as normal) on Sunday, the 24th and they will be in 
the Kaleidoscope class at 9:45 for a Q&A session.

Given that it is a holiday weekend, we trust you can adjust your schedule to be here when 
they visit as candidates. If you cannot, we encourage you to get to know them through their letter 
to our congregation, their resume materials, their photos, and their current church web sites. All
are available on our church web site. Copies of these materials will also be in the church office.  

In the Wesleyan tradition, the Covenant members of our church will have an opportunity on
May 24 to register their vote with regard to “extending a call” to them to be our co-pastors. 
Voting will be open until 2:00 pm to allow phone-in or email voting. Further details will be 
announced.

This is an exciting time in the life of our church, and we look forward to these new steps 
forward.

Please continue to be in prayer for this process.

Sincerely,

Daryl Stevenson
for the Board of Elders


