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REV. KRISTEN ALLEN 
 
 

 
 
CREDENTIALS 
 
Elder’s Ordination & Full Membership 

Upper NY Conference of the United Methodist church – 2010-Present 

Western NY Conference of the United Methodist Church – 2002-2010 

 

Deacon’s Ordination & Full Membership – 1997-2002 

Western NY Conference of the United Methodist Church 
 

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY 
 

Pastor 
Penn Yan UMC, Penn Yan, NY July 2020-present 
 
Co-Lead Pastor 
Bemus Point UMC, Bemus Point, NY                                        July 2013 – June 2020 
 
Co-Lead Pastor 
Christ UMC, Olean, NY July 2006 – June 2013 
 
Co-Pastor 
Arkport & Bishopville UMCs, Arkport, NY July 1997 – June 2005 

 

SKILLS 

Biblical Preaching & Teaching 
Spiritual Formation 
Worship Design 
Leadership & Team Building 
Staff Supervision  
Pastoral Care & Counseling 
Youth & Children’s Ministry 
Organizational Communication 
Mentoring 
Administration 
Spanish Language (proficient)

CONTACT 

   716/338-5479 (cell) 

  pastorpyumc@gmail.com 

   10 Rosewood Drive 
           Penn Yan, NY 14527 

EDUCATION 
 
M.Div. • 1997 • Asbury 
Theological Seminary 
Member of Theta Phi 
international academic 
honors society for students 
of theology and religion 
 
B.A. • 1990 • Houghton 
University 
Double major in Bible and 
History; Minor in Spanish.  
Latin American Studies 
Program semester in Costa 
Rica 
Summa Cum Laude 
 



PASTORAL EXPERIENCE 
 

• Served congregations ranging from 20-600 in weekly attendance 
• Preached consistently from the Bible resulting in spiritual growth of congregations 
• Created compassionate environments for teaching sensitively on controversial topics  
• Implemented stewardship campaigns to pay off debts of $250,000 and $2.1 million 
• Oversaw budgets of up to $1.1 million 
• Facilitated visioning processes in each church to focus clarity of mission 
• Created healthy and supportive staff environments  
• Provided pastoral care in homes, hospitals, nursing homes, etc. 
• Increased giving and support of missions 
• Helped create a summer mission program to train teens in evangelism 
• Championed outreach programs to support underserved communities 
• Ran approx. 10 Alpha Courses, resulting in multiple professions of faith 
• Led multiple discipleship groups of various sizes and formats 
• Performed baptisms, confirmations, weddings, funerals, and special services  
• Offered Holy Communion in various forms to fit the culture of each church 
• Honored the history and faithfulness of each church, while also challenging each to 

new levels of faithfulness 
• Engaged with the Christian year, leading special worship services for Advent, Ash 

Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunrise, Pentecost, All Saints, etc.  
• Built spiritual depth into church business meetings 
• Championed weekly prayer gatherings to seek revival, renewal, and spiritual growth 

 
 
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE  
 
Board of Ordained Ministry - Western NY and Upper NY Conference of the United 
Methodist Church 

Chair of Deacons Division, Chair of Standards and Qualifications Divisions, and Chair of Status 
Division  
2006-16 and 2020-present  

This Board credentials individuals called to ministry. It oversees the process after  
candidates have been recommended by their District Committee on Ministry, as well  
as ongoing clergy development, focusing on spiritual formation, competency, and  
upholding standards of excellence through recruitment, assessment, licensing,  
credentialing, and supporting clergy wellness and continuing education.  
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District Committee on Ministry - WNY & UNY UMC 
Member, Secretary 
2002-2024  

This committee discovers, nurtures, and recommends candidates for various forms of  
ministry (lay, licensed, and ordained), overseeing their journey from initial  
discernment to provisional membership and ensuring they are fit for ministry. Its tasks  
include interviewing candidates, recommending them for ministry credentials, aiding  
local churches in recruitment, and providing guidance through the candidacy process. 

 
Board of Directors - The Living Well Outreach Mission - Penn Yan, NY 

Vice President, 2023-present 
Board Member, 2021-2023 
 The Living Well helps Yates County residents and families in need, with a focus on  

youth engagement programs and building resilience. 
 
Penn Yan Area Council of Churches – Penn Yan, NY 
Secretary, 2021-present 
 This council gathers the active churches in the Penn Yan to coordinate community  

activities including worship, nursing home and jail chaplaincy, and Vacation Bible  
School. 

 
Clergy Mentor - WNY & UNY UMC 
2002-Present 

I have served as the official mentor for 20 or more people discerning a call to  
ministry or seeking licensing and ordination. 

 
United Methodist House Host – Chautauqua Institution 
2022 
 Selected from among colleagues across the country to serve as the teacher,  

preacher, and host for one week at the United Methodist House on the Chautauqua  
grounds.   

 
Clergy Wellness Task Force– UNY UMC 
2020-2023 
 This team engaged research indicating that clergy are less healthy both physically and  

emotionally than the average American, and developed long-term strategies to  
nurture healthier clergy in the Upper NY Conference of the UMC. 
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Committee on Investigation - WNY & UNY UMC 
2016-2020 

This body hears judicial complaints against clergy and other church members. 
 
Ordination Service Coordinator – UNY UMC 
2012-13  

 Ordination services that took place at Annual Conference with over 1,000 in  
attendance. 

 
Board of Directors - Genesis House Homeless Shelter - Olean, NY 

Chair of the Board, 2010-2013 
Board Member & Chair of Development Committee, 2009-2010 

 
 

Capital Campaign Team - WNY UMC Camps, Conferences & Retreats Ministry  

2007-08  

This committee oversaw a major capital campaign to support our two camp & retreat 
centers. 

 
Redistricting Task Force - WNY UMC 

2006-07 

This task force undertook a study to determine the feasibility of reducing the number 
of Districts in the Western NY Conference, and made a recommendation to the Annual 
Conference for vote. 
 

District Committee on the Superintendency – WNY UMC 
2002-2005 

This Committee provides supervision and support of the District Superintendent. 
 

Delegate, World Methodist Council 
2001 

Represented the Western NY Conference of the UMC to the global gathering of the 
World Methodist Council in Brighton, England. The WMC convenes representatives 
from 70+ Methodist Denominations from across the world. 
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International and Domestic Missions Trips 

Leader, Co-Leader, Participant - 1989-Present 

I have led, co-led, and/or participated in multiple missions trips across my youth and 
adult life including: New York City (NY School for Urban Ministry), Jamaica (relief 
work), Cincinnati (2 times – Habitat for Humanity), Georgia (2 times – Habitat for 
Humanity), and Costa Rica (two times – agricultural surveying and church 
construction). 

 

Speaking Engagements 
1997-Present 

This includes: youth and adult retreats, ecumenical services, stewardship Sundays at 
churches, prayer retreats, workshops, and Houghton University classes and chapels. 

 

 
TRAININGS & CERTIFICATIONS 
 
Clergy Ethics & Congregational Boundaries – 2008, 2017, 2025 

 
Sexual Harassment Prevention Training – Annually 2018-Present 

 
Safe Sanctuary Certification – Five times, most recently 2025 

Best practices for churches for the safety of children, youth, and vulnerable adults and the 
volunteers and staff who work with them 
 
Lead Women Pastors Project – 2011-12 

Multi-year training, study, and mentoring program to prepare women for leadership of large-
membership churches. Sponsored by the General Board of Education & Ministry of the UMC. 
 
Lombard Mennonite Peace Center: Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders 
– 2010 

Conflict transformation skills for training for churches and leaders, grounded in family 
systems theory 
 

Order of the Flame – 1999, 2003 
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A covenant community dedicated to equipping, nurturing, and encouraging young clergy in 
evangelism and mission, with ministry colleagues from across the entire Wesleyan Methodist 
family. Sponsored by World Methodist Evangelism. 
 
Continuing Education Events – Annually since 1997 
 
One-Month Spiritual Renewal Sabbaticals – 2003, 2010, 2017, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


