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April 28, 2026
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

On Sunday May 3", I will be talking about the faith journey we are all on from the story of Abraham. Genesis
12:1-9 is the backdrop of three vital life lessons I have learned about what walking with our God looks like. Our
services are at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. with the latter being streamed.

This is the Sunday we will hear a special announcement from the Board of Elders and we will share communion
together.

This is also the day we are having our HWC Ministry Fair in the gym. You can drop in from 9:45-10:45 a.m. or
from noon until 12:45. Discipleship Hour is suspended. However, all children’s Sunday School and nursery
ministries will occur as normal. Come and see all that is happening throughout our church and county as well as
discover how you might find a place to engage. We will enjoy a time of fellowship, coffee, donuts, and perusal of
our church’s ministries. Areas of display, leaders to talk with, and pathways into ministry will include:

Children — Youth — Adults — Worship — Prayer — Discipleship — Community Engagement-

County Wide Ministries —Missions — Music — Sunday School — Congregational Care — Greeters — Ushers —
Facility Enhancement — and more...

Monthly Prayer Gathering
The first Sunday of the month at 5:00 p.m. we have a time to pray together. You are welcome to come experience
the joy of being together in the presence of the Living God.

HWC KIDS

* New May Series: Can you remember the last time you got lost in a really good book? Sometimes the wild
adventures can make it hard to put down! We’re all part of an incredible adventure—following God and helping
others do the same. Kids will explore the true stories about Jesus that show us what it means to live for God. We
will discover the true story of how Jesus is always with us, that God helps us be righteous, He hears us when we
pray, the Holy Spirit gives us power, and God helps us share the good news.

* This week in Kids Connect, kids learn the true story of how Jesus went up to heaven after promising the Holy
Spirit. BIG IDEA: True story—Jesus is always with us. BIBLE: Acts 1:3—11; John 14:1-7

* May Memory Verse: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes." — Romans 1:16a (NIV)

LISTENING WELL! This Wednesday evening, April 29, we invite you to our final of three Wednesday
evenings focusing on Listening Well! No registration is necessary and we meet this week in the Community
Room from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Week One explored listening well to the “World around us.” Week Two explored
the complexities of listening to the “Word of God,” and how to do it better. Each session stands alone, so if you
miss one you will still benefit from this time together. This week’s fun session focuses on what it takes to listen
well to “One Another” —actually, more than you might imagine! Our leaders are Doug Gaerte, Alison Reusser,
Daryl Stevenson, and Beth Stevick. We think participants will value the experience—come be with us.



WALK FOR LIFE, May 2, 10 a.m.-noon
* Our 2026 goal—raise enough to help CompassCare serve 15 women.
* Register at CompassCareWalk.com and join team “Houghton Wesleyan™

MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room.
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 am in the Community Room.
WEDNESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets at 9:30—10:45 am in the Good Shepherd Room.

HOUGHTON UNIVERSITY CHOIR PERFORMANCE on Friday, May 1, 7:30 p.m. at Houghton
Wesleyan Church. There is no admission charge. The Houghton Choir will perform the music of twentieth-
century French composer, Maurice Duruflé, including his innovative and passionate Requiem. A chamber
orchestra of strings, trumpets, timpani, harp, and organ, played by Dr. Judy Congdon, will accompany. The vocal
soloists are Jonathan Hutmire and Dr. Kimberly Prins Moeller. Written during WWII and premiered shortly after,
Requiem combines Gregorian chant, lush romantic harmonies, and innovative chromaticism into a devout work
that combines the ancient with the modern, the serene with the dramatic. All are welcome!

All-CHURCH WORK DAY We are hosting our annual workday on Saturday, May 2, 8:30 a.m. to noon, which
was postponed from last week. You can stay the whole time or part of it, working inside and outside and sprucing
up the grounds. We will supply some tools, but if you have tools you can bring, be sure to label them. We will
provide donuts and coffee. Families are welcome. It’s a great time to meet new people as we work together.

PRAYER: If you would like to join one of the prayer teams praying while the Transition Team meets, or join
those who pray during our Sunday morning worship, please contact me at randallcraker@gmail.com. I will let
you know how to be part of this vital ministry. Thanks, also, to all who are submitting prayer requests during our
Sunday morning services, either through the bulletin QR code or by completing the prayer cards in your pew rack
and placing in the offering plate. These can be submitted anonymously. Your needs are prayed for while you are
in worship.

CHURCH FINANCES:
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 — May 31, 2026:

Budget Needed: $823.040.10 Monies Received: $767,854.31

Building Project
Fundraising $370,000
Gifts received $321,298
Remainder needed $48.,702

In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving, drop off
at the office, or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any
church financial information, contact the church office.

STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming(@hwchurch.org.
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or
office@hwchurch.org.

We continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you every hour.

Pastor Randy Craker
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