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Joyfully loving God,

wholeheartedly serving others

RANDY CRAKER, Interim Pastor

JON COLE, Youth Pastor
DAVID HUIZENGA, Assistant Pastor
EMILY SPATEHOLTS, Children’s Ministry Director
AMANDA COX, Music and Worship Director
Jupy CONGDON, Organist and Choir Director



PRAYER REQUESTS MAY BE SUBMITTED BY PRAYER CARDS (PEW) OR QR CODE (BACK)
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YOUTH SUNDAY
11:00AM APRIL 26. 2026

Prelude: Aria G. F. Handel

*Call to Worship (from 1 John 3)

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God! And that is what we are!

The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be
has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears,
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

*Hymn 357 Be Thou My Vision
Life of the Church
Children’s Song: What an Awesome God (Phil Wickham)
Children’s Sermon: Feed My Sheep
Recognition of our Seniors
Baptism: Adalyn Lundeen

*Songs of Adoration: I Thank God; Resurrecting
(Offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, we quiet our hearts and focus on You this morning,
acknowledging our tendency to be scattered in mind and spirit. As people
growing in faith, we ask forgiveness for moments when we have bowed to
peer pressure, doubted ourselves, or failed to stand up for what is right.
Please forgive us and help us, young and old, to grow in love, kindness, and
courage as we follow the Jesus way together. Amen.

Time of Prayer

*Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:21-35
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

*Song He’s Always Been Faithful

*Greeting One Another
Children Grades PreK through 1st Grade are released for Children’s Church

*Song of Gathering: The Doxology

Sermon: Forgiveness is Possible!
Isaiah Sisson



*Hymn 106 Wonderful Grace of Jesus
*Benediction

*Postlude: Toccata in F Dietrich Buxtehude

*Please stand if able ~ Acolyte: Belle Babbitt Scripture Reader: Ezra Knapp

Musicians;
Addie Boon, Indigo Knapp, Grayson Cox, vocals;
Amanda Cox, piano & vocals; Matt Cox, guitar & vocals;
Zoey Clem, trumpet; Steve Olsen, bass; Simon Sardina, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The Psalmist
proclaims, “The LORD is king! He is robed in majesty . . . and armed with
strength. The world is firmly established; it cannot be shaken™ (Psalm 93:1,
NLT). We come together today to worship the Lord, led by our Youth Pastor, Jon
Cole, and members of our youth group.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING, Pastor Randy will be back in the pulpit for both
services, and communion will be served. Join us for worship at 8:30 and 11:00
a.m., with the latter service being streamed. During the 9:45-10:45 hour, and then
from noon-12:45, attend the Ministry Fair in the Community Room. Join us for
an exciting time of fellowship, coffee, donuts, and perusal of our church’s
ministries. You will be encouraged as you see the many ways our church is
involved within and without our facility. You can find information on existing
ministries and ways to become involved. You can prayerfully consider joining a
ministry. You can enjoy the fellowship with others as we go from booth to booth.
Children — Youth — Adults — Worship — Prayer Discipleship - Compassionate
Ministries — Missions - Music — Sunday School - Congregational Care - Greeters
— Ushers — Facility Enhancement.

KIDS CLUB
e This week, kids investigate the story of how Jesus helped the disciples
catch fish at the Sea of Galilee. BIG IDEA: The Bible shows us how to
share God’s love. BIBLE: John 10:1-11, 21:1-17
¢ “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still

sinners, Christ died for us.” — Romans 5:8 (NIV)

LISTENING WELL! This Wednesday evening—April 29th—we invite you to
our final of three Wednesday evenings focusing on Listening Well! No
registration is necessary and we meet this week in the Community Room from
6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Week One we explored how to listen well to the “World around
us.” Last week’s focus was about the complexities of listening to the “Word of
God.” This week’s interactive skill-building session focuses on what it takes to
learn how and why to listen “to One Another.” Our leaders are Doug Gaerte,
Alison Reusser, Daryl Stevenson, and Beth Stevick. You are invited even if you
missed the first two weeks.



ANNUAL ELECTION: The Nominating Committee is putting together a
ballot for this year’s election of church leaders. The election of leaders will
take place on Sunday May 17 (in person) and the week of May 10 (online).
Sample ballots will soon be posted in various places around the church.

ANNUAL MEETING: On May 10, at 9:45 am in the Community Room, we
will be gathering for our Annual Meeting of the congregation. Adult
Discipleship classes will not meet. Children and youth classes will meet.
During this time together, brief updates will be presented from Pastor Randy,
Daryl Stevenson (Chair, Board of Elders), Mike Spateholts (Chair, Facilities
Stewards), and Paul Young (Chair, Stewardship Committee). Paul will explain
the 2026-2027 Community Financial Plan. This is an opportunity to get
information and to ask questions related to the various areas of our church.

MISSION MOMENT: Stacia — Global Partners - Quote: “Your mess becomes
your message” God redeems the hard things in our lives to minister to others.
Stacia’s joy in ministry is sharing life with people — showing them what God
can do in their lives — helping them to understand Jesus’ experiences
throughout his life. Thank you for your continued prayers and encouragement.

PERSECUTED CHURCH — Not making headlines, yet they need our prayers
and God’s encouragement! One case: this month a new believer, Diana, was
released after three years in a North African prison for her faith. As she steps
back into life her fragile faith needs certainty of the Lord’s love and
sovereignty. She leaves three friends still in jail. We pray for all of our unseen
fellow believers suffering for their walk with Jesus.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for the Ben King family and all who are grieving the
loss of a loved one; for all with health concerns: Karyn Perrine, Karen and Ken
Gaerte, Harold Blew, Nathan Danner, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers,
James Bates, Scarlett Gildemeister, Linda Leax, Gary Wickard, Beth Pocock,
Kim Pegula, Cameron Green, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark
Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, and Emily
Crikelair; for anguished refugees and displaced persons in the U.S. and

across the world; for wisdom and peace to prevail in war-torn Ukraine, Iran,
and the Middle East, and many other places of unrest and disruption; and for
Trinity Church of Nunda, NY.

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $805,712.94  Monies Received: $757,571.38

SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER AND PRAISE




