
April 21, 2026  
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends,  
 
On April 26, we are pleased to have both services be presented by the youth of our church.  Annually, we turn over the 
worship planning, the music team, and the pulpit to our robust youth group, led by Pastor Jon Cole.  This Sunday 
includes a baptism! Sunday’s services are at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., with the latter being streamed. The Discipleship Hour 
and Sunday School start at 9:45 a.m.  
 
HWC KIDS 
   •  This week, kids investigate the story of how Jesus helped the disciples catch fish at the Sea of Galilee.  
   •  BIG IDEA: The Bible shows us how to share God’s love. BIBLE: John 10:1–11, 21:1–17 
   •  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” — Romans 
5:8 (NIV) 
 
Listening Well!  This Wednesday evening—April 22nd--we invite you to our second of three Wednesday 
evenings focusing on Listening Well!  No registration is necessary and we meet this week in the Good Shepherd 
Room from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Week One explored listening well to the “World around us.” This week we will 
engage in interactive conversations about listening to the “Word of God.”  Each session stands alone, so if you 
miss one you will still benefit from this time together.  Andy Walton, Paul Young, and Mike Jordan are presenting. 
We think participants will value the experience. 
 
APRIL WORK DAY We are hosting our annual workday on Saturday, April 25, 8:30 a.m. to noon. You can 
stay the whole time or part of it. We will be working inside and outside and sprucing up the grounds. We will 
supply some tools. If you have tools you can bring, be sure to label them. We will provide donuts and coffee. 
Families are welcome. It’s a great time to meet new people as we work together. 
 
 WALK FOR LIFE, May 2, 10 a.m.-noon  
• Our 2026 goal—raise enough to help CompassCare serve 15 women.  
• Register at CompassCareWalk.com and join team “Houghton Wesleyan”  
 
MINISTRY FAIR, MAY 3 in the Community Room during the Discipleship Hour (9:45-10:45) and after the 11:00 
service, (noon-12:45). Do you feel like ministry is a “highflying” experience? Are you overwhelmed with the thought 
of participating in a ministry? Do you want to be more involved at HWC? Would you like to learn more about the 
ministries of HWC? Then the Ministry Fair is for YOU! Join us on May 3, 2026, for an exciting time of fellowship, 
coffee, donuts, and perusal of our church’s ministries. You will be encouraged as you see the many ways our church is 
involved within and without our facility. You can find information on existing ministries and ways to become involved. 
You can prayerfully consider joining a ministry. You can enjoy the fellowship with others as we go from booth to 
booth.             Children – Youth – Adults – Worship – Prayer 

Discipleship - Compassionate Ministries – Missions 
Music – Sunday School - Congregational Care 

Greeters – Ushers – Facility Enhancement 
 
The MUSICAL MEMORIES CAFÉ on April 22 in the Community Room from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. is a gathering 
place for caregivers and their loved ones to relax, socialize, enjoy a meal and some great music! RSVP to Larissa by 
today at 585-497-1972. 



 
MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room. 
 
WEDNESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets from 9:30–10:45 a.m. in the Good Shepherd Room. 
 
PRAYER: If you would like to join one of the prayer teams praying while the Transition Team and Pastoral Search 
Committee meet, or join those who pray during our Sunday morning worship, please contact me at 
randallcraker@gmail.com.  I will let you know how to be part of this vital ministry. Thanks, also, to all who are 
submitting prayer requests during our Sunday morning services, either through the bulletin QR code or by completing 
the prayer cards in your pew rack and placing in the offering plate. These can be submitted anonymously. You and your 
needs are being prayed for while you are in worship.  
 
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets regularly on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room, April 22 
and 29. 
 
CHURCH FINANCES:  
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026:  

 
Budget Needed: $805,712.94          Monies Received: $757,571.38 

 
                                                          Building Project 

Fundraising       $370,000  
Gifts received      $321,238 
Remainder needed       $48,762  

 
In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving, drop off at the 
office, or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any church 
financial information, contact the church office.  
 
STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.  
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or 
office@hwchurch.org.  
 
We continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you every hour. 
 
Pastor Randy Craker  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:randallcraker@gmail.com

