
 
 

April 7, 2026  
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends,  
 
On April 12, our services return to our normal times at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., with the latter being streamed.  Pastor 
Randy will be speaking in both services on "I'll Meet You in Galilee" on John 21:1-17.  The Discipleship Hour and 
Sunday School start at 9:45 a.m. SPECIAL NOTE:  We will have a celebration open house of our new building 
project through the morning, with free donuts!  
 
HWC KIDS 
   •  This week in Kids Connect, kids investigate the story of how Jesus appeared to the disciples in a locked room. 
BIG IDEA: The Bible tells us Jesus loves us. BIBLE: John 20:19–31; Mark 14:12–26 
   •  April Memory Verse:  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.” — Romans 5:8 (NIV) 
 
HEAR YE, HEAR YE! While it’s easy to hear something—you only need a pair of ears—it’s an entirely different 
challenge to listen really well. Our unique church-sponsored series, LISTENING WELL!, is happening on 
Wednesday evenings, April 15, 22, and 29. We’ll dive into skill-building for listening well to the World around us, 
the Word of God, and to One Another. This lively three-part series welcomes everyone eager to break down 
communication barriers and build stronger connections in all three areas. No registration is necessary—just come as 
you are! We are meeting in the Community Room. Don’t miss this opportunity to grow together—bring a friend or 
family member and join us at 6:30 each Wednesday evening! Shirley Mullen-Mills and Chris Stewart facilitate the 
first presentation and discussion in the series. 
 
THE GLOBAL MISSIONS WEEKEND,  April 18 & 19, brings us Conference Speaker Rev. Jenn Petersen, CEO 
of World Hope International, “Sharing the Water of Life with a Thirsty World.” SATURDAY adults and teens meet 
for breakfast from 9:00 to 10:15 in the HU Dining Hall (cost $6) featuring Jenn Petersen and Saidu Kanu. Kids Club 
meets 8:45-10:30 a.m. in the HWC CE Building. SUNDAY we gather at 8:30 and 11:00 (streamed) and at 9:45 
enjoy Mission Facts and Fun in the Community Room. At 6PM Youth hear from the recent NEXT Team. 
 
The MUSICAL MEMORIES CAFÉ on April 22 in the Community Room from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. is a gathering 
place for caregivers and their loved ones to relax, socialize, enjoy a meal and some great music!  RSVP to Larissa by 
April 20 at 585-497-1972. 
 
APRIL WORK DAY We are hosting our annual workday on Saturday, April 25, 8:30 a.m. to noon. You can stay 
the whole time or part of it. We will be working inside and outside and sprucing up the grounds. We will supply 
some tools. If you have tools you can bring, be sure to label them. We will provide donuts and coffee. Families are 
welcome. It’s a great time to meet new people as we work together. 
 
WALK FOR LIFE, May 2, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 

• Our 2026 goal—raise enough to help CompassCare serve 15 women.  
• Register at CompassCareWalk.com and join team “Houghton Wesleyan” 
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PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: The Pastoral Search Committee is meeting regularly. Updates are 
provided often during our services and in the Highlights.  Please keep them in prayer.  
 
PRAYER: If you would like to join one of the prayer teams praying while the Transition Team and Pastoral Search 
Committee meet, or join those who pray during our Sunday morning worship, please contact me at 
randallcraker@gmail.com.  I will let you know how to be part of this vital ministry. Thanks, also, to all who are 
submitting prayer requests during our Sunday morning services, either through the bulletin QR code or by completing the 
prayer cards in your pew rack and placing in the offering plate. These can be submitted anonymously. You and your 
needs are being prayed for while you are in worship.  
 
MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room. 
 
WEDNESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets from 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. in the Good Shepherd Room. 
 
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets regularly on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room April 8, 15, 
22, 29. 
 
FOOD PANTRY DONATION: Thank you to Jones Memorial Hospital Wellness Committee for the generous $500 
monetary gift. When you participate in Wellness Events, including the Annual GLOW 5K and Ridgewalk, they donate to 
local food pantries. We are grateful to be part of that initiative. 
 
CHURCH FINANCES:  
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026:  

 
Budget Needed: $771,058.62          Monies Received: $726,973.23 

 
                                                          Building Project 

Fundraising       $370,000  
Gifts received     $319,974 

Remainder needed       $50,026  
 
In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving, drop off at the 
office, or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any church 
financial information, contact the church office.  
 
STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.  
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or 
office@hwchurch.org.  
 
We continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you every hour. 
 
Pastor Randy Craker  
Interim Pastor 
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