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March 3, 2026
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

This Sunday, March 8, we continue our two services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. The Sunday School/Discipleship Hour
will be at 9:45 a.m. Our services allow for preferences in worship style and family convenience: the early service
is more informal, while the latter is more traditional and is streamed online. Come worship with us at the time of
your choice.

SUNDAY MORNING, I will be back in our pulpit.

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES AHEAD:

e March 14- Spring Women’s Gathering 9:30 a.m. in the Community Room for food, fellowship, music, and
inspiration. Our speaker is Robbie Craker. No need to sign up, just come and join us.

e March 15 — Church baptism meeting at 9:45 a.m. for anyone interested in learning about this for Easter morning.
Please contact me or Patty (office@hwchurch.org) as soon as possible.

e April 2 — Maundy Thursday service, 6:30 p.m.

e April 5 — Easter Sunday: 7:45 a.m. Baptismal Service//8:30 a.m. Breakfast//10:00 a.m. Easter Service

HWC KIDS

e This week in Kids Connect, kids are invited to learn how Jesus talked with a Samaritan woman by the well.
BIG IDEA: I'm invited to love like Jesus does. BIBLE: John 4:5-42; 1 John 4:7-12

e March Memory Verse: “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God.” — John 1:12 (NIV)W\CONGRATULATIONS! Our HWC Kids filled their pom-pom
jar already by memorizing their monthly verse, bringing their Bible, bringing their tithe, or bringing a
friend. We celebrated last week with Oreos and confetti cannons! We're so proud of you all!

e Reminder: Preteen Hangout on March 15th, 6-8pm.

¢ Kids Club Family Swim on Saturday, March 21st at noon.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: The Pastoral Search Committee is meeting regularly. Updates are
provided often during our services. Please keep them in prayer.

PRAYER: If you would like to join one of the prayer teams praying while the Transition Team and Pastoral Search
Committee meet, or join those who pray during our Sunday morning worship, please contact me at
randallcraker(@gmail.com. I will let you know how to be part of this vital ministry. Thanks, also, to all who are
submitting prayer requests during our Sunday morning services, either through the bulletin QR code or by completing
the prayer cards in your pew rack and placing in the offering plate. These can be submitted anonymously. You and your
needs are being prayed for while you are in worship.

MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room.
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YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets regularly on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room. In March
they meet 4, 11, 18, 25.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets Wednesdays from 9:30 — 10:45 a.m. in Room 105.

CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: We are on track for completion any day now. The Community Room foyer
doors are now open for use although the overall project needs a few finishing touches. We plan to have an event
celebrating this new addition in April. Watch for the announcement.

BUILDING PROJECT FINANCES: If you have an outstanding pledge from last August, remember that it is due
soon in March. When current pledges are fulfilled, we will still be short of our needed finances to complete the new
addition. If you are able, we encourage you to assist with further financial support beyond normal tithing toward the
budget. Please designate any additional gift specifically for the “building project.”

CHURCH FINANCES:
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 — May 31, 2026:

Budget Needed: $684,422.82 Monies Received: $640,917.71

Building Project
Fundraising need $370,000
Gifts received $309,025
Pledges outstanding $1,100
Raised to date $310,125
Remainder needed $59,875

In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off
or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any church financial
information, contact the church office.

STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or
office@hwchurch.org.

We continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you every hour.

Pastor Randy Craker
Interim Pastor
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