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EASTER BAPTISM: Easter Sunday is April 5. A yearly highlight of the 
7:45 service is baptism. If you are interested in being baptized or would 
like to know more about being baptized, please contact Pastor Randy 
who will host a preparatory class for all baptism candidates March 15. 

Pastoral Search Committee Report 
 

Wesleyan churches follow a pastor-selection process set out in The Discipline of The Wesleyan Church, the 
Wesleyan handbook of organization, governance, and doctrine.  It calls for each congregation to determine its 
own pastor rather than one being assigned by a denominational official. With that context, we share with you 
in some detail what has been going on quietly and with care. 
 
The seven members designated by the Board of Elders as our pastoral search committee (Josie Adenuga, Bryan 
Davidson, Doug Gaerte, Carolyn Miller, Susanna Roorbach, Daryl Stevenson, and Joey Jennings, our district 
superintendent) have been working through the selection process. About 25 names were submitted and           
all received an invitation to consider prayerfully whether they might apply to be our senior pastor. We solicited 
nominations from valued denominational friends. In addition, we published our Pastoral Profile to select online 
church job sites.   
 
Of the many names in hand at the start, some thanked us for the invitation, but declined to apply. Others, both 
recommended and respondents to our online job post, sent their letters of interest and resumes.  The committee 
has been reviewing these materials, listening to many sermons, praying and discerning, and meeting for discus-
sion. Some applicants were deemed not to be suitable candidates and were placed in an inactive file, along with 
candidates who withdrew their names after actively applying.  All these received a follow up “thank you” let-
ter. This process is confidential to protect the candidates from unwanted or sensitive publicity in their home 
contexts.    
 
The pastoral search committee will make a recommendation to the Board of Elders, who will hear the team's 
report and participate in the final stages of the interview process.  The congregation will then receive a single 
recommendation from the Board of Elders and the district superintendent.  That candidate and family will be 
invited to spend time on site with us, including preaching on Sunday. Ample time will be scheduled to meet 
congregation members in both formal and informal gatherings.   
 
At the end of the candidate’s visit, the congregation will vote on whether to “extend a call.”  With a significant 
vote in favor (it would not have to be unanimous, but very favorable), and considering principally the vote of 
Covenant members, but also all regular attendees’ votes, a call would be extended. The candidate would have 
seven days to respond to the call. If the selection proceeds, the Board of Elders reviews the call periodically 
with the district superintendent. This is typically done after two years and every four years thereafter.   
 
The actual completion date for the candidacy and vote are still undetermined. We are not all the way there just 
yet, but closing in on it soon, most likely in April or May. Coordinating multiple schedules across holidays 
complicates the certainty. Thank you for your patience. 
 
You may direct questions to Bryan Davidson, chair (drbryandavidson@gmail.com) or to our District Superin-
tendent Joey Jennings (jwjennings@wnydistrict.com).  

mailto:drbryandavidson@gmail.com
mailto:jwjennings@wnydistrict.com
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Save the Date: March 14 is the Women’s Spring Gathering 

Plan on a morning of enjoyment from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Community Room. 

The Church welcomes your Easter lilies for Easter Sunday, April 5th.   

We have purchased several lilies which you may purchase for $15.00 

each or you may bring your own lily to drop off at the church  office on 

Good Friday, April 3rd .  If you would like to purchase one or more  

lilies, you may use the online giving option, mail a check to the church 

office (indicate Easter lilies), or drop off payment at the church  of-

fice.  If you wish to purchase a lily in memory or in honor of a loved 

one, please email (pattystalker@hwchurch.org) or call Patty (567-2264) 

with your  information by Wednesday, April 1st     Thank you.  

 

Robbie Craker will speak to us, so come 
and bring a friend (or a stranger!) for a 
relaxing morning of fellowship, food and 
reflection. More details are coming. 

mailto:pattystalker@hwchurch.org
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March Memory Verse:  

Yet to all who did receive him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.” — John 

Kids Club:  FAMILY SWIM: HWC Families, join us for our annual family swim Kids Club 
on Saturday, March 21st, starting at noon at the Houghton University Pool.  Enjoy a 
FREE swim time - HWC Families only from 12:00-1:00pm with an invitation to stay for 
open swim time until 3:00pm.   

Preteen Hangout:  Sunday, March 15th, 6:00-8:00pm for grades 5 & 6. 

Palm Sunday:                     
On Sunday, March 29th, all children are invited to join us for the palm processional 
at the beginning of both services.  If you want to participate, please come to the 
back of the sanctuary 5-10 minutes before the service.  

 March Lesson Series:  

"You're Invited: Getting invited to a party is one of the best feelings, and be-
ing left out is one of the worst. But there's good news—Jesus never leaves 
anyone out! He invites everyone to spend time with him, experience his 
love, and share it with others. This series will remind kids that Jesus'       
invitation is always open, and we're never too far away to join the party! 

In this 5-week series, kids will learn that I'm invited to believe in Jesus,   
love like Jesus does, experience Jesus' miracles, ask Jesus for help, and 
worship Jesus." 

Preview attachment MemoryVerse_H_YoureInvited_GrowKids.jpgPreview attachment MemoryVerse_H_YoureInvited_GrowKids.jpg
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We are having a good year at Valley Preschool!  I hope you can take a look from time to time at some of our 
projects in our hallway.  They show a tiny bit of what we’ve been doing. Our recent Stone Soup Donation  
Dinner was a huge success.  Thank you so much to our preschool families who donated the vegetables and  
ingredients for the cornbread, little bread loaves, and rolls, to those of you who baked bread or desserts for us, 
to the wonderful VPS staff, and to VPS families and others attending for help with clean up.  I especially want 
to thank Donna Blew for a lot of bread baking and for helping the afternoon and evening of our dinner so that 
we could stay ahead of clean up and have one more pair of eyes and hands to keep things running smoothly.  It 
all worked just the way it’s supposed to (other than running out of vegetable soup - a first) with many people 
contributing what they could. 
 
I would love (and maybe do) the Stone Soup Dinner even without the donations.  However, since it was 
planned so that VPS families could opt for a small reduction in tuition, I am extremely grateful to God and to 
all of you who came, ordered soup to-go, and gave toward this fund!  This year 14 of our 19 families are     
getting the Stone Soup discount which ends up using roughly $240/month from this fund.  This year’s event 
brought in a record $3,338.00 which gives us $3,067 after our expenses to have available next year and        
beyond. 
 
Applications for the 2026-27 (yes, you read that right!) school year will be available in mid-April.  Even      
before they are out I am happy to hear from you about your interest in VPS for your child or to get you         
information for a family you know who may have interest. 
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You are welcome and encouraged to attend any or all of “Rural Realities” conference events 
at Houghton University and Houghton Wesleyan Church. Rev. Steve McVey will be preaching 
during our worship services on March 22 as well. The conference is entirely free (except if you 
choose to eat meals at the dining hall.) Scan the QR code below for more info and to help us 
get a better estimate for the number of attenders and room sizes required for the breakout   
sessions. Thank you!  



-A Reading and Prayer for this Lenten Season- 

 
 
 
 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. 

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn back to you. 
Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you who are God my Savior, 

and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 
Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. 

May it please you to prosper Zion, to build up the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, in burnt offerings offered whole; 

then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

Please join us for a joint Come-and-Go Wedding Shower for 
Tobias Webb & Tabby Clark and Levi Webb & Alyssa Cooper  
Saturday, April 11, 3 to 5 p.m. in the Community Room! 
Both registered at Amazon and Target.  
Call Nancy, 585-567-8837 if you have questions. 
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S U N D A Y S   I N    M A R C H 

March 1 Dr. Paul Young 
8:30am In-Person / 11:00am In-Person/Streaming 
 
March 8  Pastor Randy Craker 
8:30am In-Person / 11:00am In-Person/Streaming 
 
March 15  Pastor Randy Craker 
8:30am In-Person / 11:00am In-Person/Streaming 

 
March 22  Rev. Steve McVey               
8:30am In-Person / 11:00am In-Person/Streaming   
 
March 29 Palm Sunday 
8:30am In-Person / 11:00am In-Person/Streaming  
 
 
 
 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME begins Sunday, March 8. 
Please turn your clocks ahead one hour. 


