
 
February 10, 2026  
 
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends,  
 
Here is the worship schedule for this Sunday, February 15: We continue our two services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., with 
the latter being streamed. Sunday School/Discipleship Hour will be at 9:45 a.m.  
 
SUNDAY MORNING I will be preaching from Luke 15 as we look at “The Prodigal Father.” 
 
HERITAGE NIGHT: An important part of the transition journey is to have an engaging event called Heritage Night. We 
will gather at 5:00 p.m. on this Sunday evening February 15th, for a potluck. We will then be guided on a journey of 
remembering and celebrating the value of the church to us as individuals and collectively to us as a worshipping 
community. Please circle this date on your calendar and prepare to enjoy an evening of fun, fellowship, and reflection. You 
won’t want to miss it. Please plan to provide a large main dish and either a salad or dessert to share. 
 
OTHER IMPORTANT DATES AHEAD:  
• February 18 Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 p.m.  
• February 21—Transition Team Meeting 9:00 a.m. 
• February 21 --- Church membership class (see below) 
• February 22 Beginning of Lent  
• Church baptism class in preparation for Easter Sunday (see below).  
• Easter Sunday April 5 -- 7:45 a.m. Baptismal Service/ 8:30 a.m. Breakfast/ 10:00 a.m. Easter Service  
 
Houghton Wesleyan membership class will be held for anyone desiring to join this church as a formal member. The 
class meets Saturday, February 21, at 10:00 a.m. in room 105. 
 
Baptism class for those interested in being baptized on Easter, April 5. Call the church office--585-567-2264---if you 
are interested. 
 
HWC KIDS 
 • This week in Kids Connect, kids explore Jesus' teachings about showing love for our enemies. BIG IDEA: Let 
God’s love take the lead! BIBLE: Matthew 5:43–48; Psalm 99:1–5 
• February Memory Verse: “Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior.” — Psalm 25:5a 
(NIV) 
• Kids Club:  Saturday the 21st from 9:30-11:00 a.m. (Remember: no preteen hangout this month due to the 
Heritage Night) 
 
THIS SATURDAY plans are in place to empty the Conex Storage container at 10:00 a.m. pending some 
"helping hands". So, Mike Spateholts and Nathan Danner will be available to assist Daryl Stevenson in 
coordinating the relocation of things from outside to inside. Daryl will have the added responsibility of 
making sure there are doughnuts available for everyone, so your help will be needed. Of particular concern 
will be our need to work for a bit in each room to put things back together...the way they were before 
moving.  
 
 
 



 
 
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: The Pastoral Search Committee is meeting regularly. Updates are provided 
during our services.  Please keep them in prayer.  
 
MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room.  
 
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets regularly on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.  
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets Wednesdays from 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. in Room 105. 
 
PRAYER: If you would like to join one of the prayer teams praying while the Transition Team and Pastoral Search 
Committee meet, or join those who pray during our Sunday morning worship, please contact me at 
randallcraker@gmail.com.  I will let you know how to be part of this vital ministry. Thanks, also, to all who are 
submitting prayer requests during our Sunday morning services, either through the bulletin QR code or by completing 
the prayer cards in your pew rack and placing in the offering plate. These can be submitted anonymously. You and 
your needs are being prayed for while you are in worship.  
 
CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: Continue to access the gym, pre-school, and offices through the gym’s back, 
eastern door, or the south side and main office entrances. We are on track for completion very soon and we plan to 
have a dedication event. Watch for the announcement. 
 
CHURCH FINANCES:  
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026:  

 
Budget Needed: $632,441.34       Monies Received: $589,265.86 

 
                                                          Building Project 

Fundraising need     $370,000  
Gifts received     $307,951 
Pledges outstanding        $1,800   

Raised to date       $309,751   
Remainder needed        $60,249  

 
In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off 
or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any church financial 
information, contact the church office.  
 
STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.  
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or 
office@hwchurch.org.  
 
Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you in this new 
year.  
 
Pastor Randy Craker  
Interim Pastor 
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