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February 3, 2026
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Here is the worship schedule for this Sunday, February 8: We continue our two services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., with
the latter being streamed. Sunday School/Discipleship Hour will be at 9:45 a.m.

SUNDAY MORNING we are pleased to have our District Superintendent Dr Joey Jennings preaching from Romans
12:1-2

HERITAGE NIGHT: An important part of the transition journey is to have an engaging event called Heritage Night. We
will gather at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday evening February 15th, for a potluck. We will then be guided on a journey of
remembering and celebrating the value of the church to us as individuals and collectively to us as a worshipping community.
Please circle this date on your calendar and prepare to enjoy an evening of fun, fellowship, and reflection. Please plan to
provide a large main dish and either a salad or dessert to share. Childcare will be provided.

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES AHEAD:

* February 4 Task Force Launch with the Transition Team 6:30 p.m.

* February 18 Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 p.m.

* February 21—Transition Team Meetings 9:00 a.m.

* February 22 Beginning of Lent

* Easter services April 5-- 7:45 Baptism Service/ 8:30 Breakfast by the Youth/ 10:00 Easter Service

HWC KIDS

* This week in Kids Connect, kids explore Jesus' teachings about being the salt and light of the world. BIG IDEA:
Let’s show others the way to God! BIBLE: Matthew 5:13-20; Colossians 3:12—17

* February Memory Verse: “Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior.” — Psalm 25:5a
(NIV)

e Kids Club: Saturday, February 21, 9:30-11:00am, grades PreK-6th grade

* Reminder: no Preteen Hangout this month due to the Heritage Night!

VISITATION AND CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF BRUCE HESS: Bruce’s family and friends will meet at
Kopler Williams Funeral Home on February 6 from 6-8 p.m. The funeral will take place on Saturday, February 7 at 11
a.m. at the church and it will be streamed.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: The Pastoral Search Committee is meeting regularly. Updates are provided
during our services. Please keep them in prayer.

PRAYER: If you would like to join one of the prayer teams—those praying while the Transition Team and Pastoral
Search Committee meets and those who pray during our Sunday morning worship, please contact me at
randallcraker@gmail.com and I will let you know how to be part of this vital ministry. Thanks to all who are submitting
prayer requests during our Sunday morning services. You and your needs are being prayed for while you are in
worship.

(continued)



MONDAY PRAYER GROUP meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST meets regularly on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: meets Wednesdays from 9:30 — 10:45 a.m. in Room 105

CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: Continue to access the gym, pre-school, and offices through the gym’s back,
eastern door, or the south side and main office entrances. We are on track for completion very soon. We plan to have a

ribbon-cutting and dedication. Watch for the announcement.

CHURCH FINANCES:
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 — May 31, 2026:

Budget Needed: $615.114.18  Monies Received: $569,269.19

Building Project
Fundraising need $370,000
Gifts received $307,871
Pledges outstanding $1,800
Raised to date $309,671
Remainder needed $60,329

* In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off
or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any church financial
information, contact the church office.

STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or
office@hwchurch.org.

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you in this new

year.

Pastor Randy Craker
Interim Pastor
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