
 
January 27, 2026 
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends, 
  
Here is the worship schedule for this Sunday, February 1: We continue our two services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., 
with the latter being streamed. Sunday School/Discipleship Hour will be at 9:45 a.m. 
 
SPECIAL THANK YOU to all congregation members for your adjustment regarding the disruption of services last 
Sunday.  These days happen so rarely but when we had to make the call Saturday, we opted to ensure the safety of 
everyone.  This event heightens the need to have every household in our database so such announcements come to 
you. If you did not receive a text or email, but would like to be on our list, please contact Patty. 
 
SUNDAY MORNING: We will journey through Acts 2:42-48 on Sunday. “Healthy with God and Robust in 
Love!” is my sermon title. I want to explore 4 themes as we think about our two-fold desire to be healthy in 
our relationship with God and robust in our love for one another. This will lead us to celebrating Holy 
Communion as we receive the bread and the cup. Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday.   
 
THREE IMPORTANT EVENTS ARE ON THE HORIZON: 
Church Hall Meeting!  
• It is time for a transition update and it will happen on February 1st. Pastor Randy, Robbie and the Transition Team will 
be engaging in a conversation about our next steps. You can attend either at 9:45 during Kaleidoscope or at 4:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.  
 

First Sunday Prayer Service  
• On February 1st we will have a prayer gathering in the sanctuary at 5 p.m. We will meet to seek God's guidance on each 
first Sunday of the month until our new pastor is chosen. Come join in corporate prayer.  
 

Heritage Night  
• An important part of the transition journey is to have an engaging event called Heritage Night. We will gather at 5:00 
p.m. on Sunday evening February 15th, for a potluck. We will then be guided on a journey of remembering and 
celebrating the value of the church to us as individuals and collectively to us as a worshipping community. Please circle 
this date on your calendar and prepare to enjoy an evening of fun, fellowship, and reflection.  
 

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES AHEAD:  
• January 31 Membership Class 10-11:30 am, Room 105 Email pattystalker@hwchurch.org to attend.  
• February 4 Task Force Launch with the Transition Team 6:30 p.m.  
• February 18 Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 p.m.  
• February 21—Transition Team Meetings 9: 00 a.m.  
• February 22 Beginning of Lent  
• Easter services April 5-- 7:45 Baptism Service/ 8:30 Breakfast by the Youth/ 10:00 Easter Service 
 
HWC KIDS  

• February Lessons:  "Trailblazer: Jesus was a true trailblazer—not just for his time, but for all time! Jesus' 
teachings and way of life often went against the grain of what people expected, showing us a whole new 
way to live and love. While blazing new trails, Jesus never wavered from the path of following God, and 
he paved the way for us to follow his lead. In this 4-week series, kids will learn to trust Jesus even when 
it’s not easy, show others the way to God, let God’s love take the lead, and pray the way Jesus prayed." 

• February Memory Verse: “Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior.” — Psalm 
25:5a  

• This week in Kid's Connect, kids explore Jesus' teachings about blessings called the Beatitudes. BIG 
IDEA: Let’s trust Jesus even when it’s not easy! BIBLE: Matthew 5:1–12; James 1:2–12 



 
VISITATION AND CELEBRATION OF THE LIVES OF PAUL ROTH AND BRUCE HESS: 

• Paul Roth’s family and friends will gather at Kopler Williams Funeral Home on January 30 from 2-4 
and 7-9 p.m. The funeral will take place January 31 at 1 p.m. at the church. 

• Bruce Hess’ family and friends will meet at Kopler Williams Funeral Home on February 6 from 6-8 
p.m. The funeral will take place on February 7 at 11 a.m. at the church. 

• Both services will be streamed. 
 
 
THIS FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, STONE SOUP FUNDRAISER FOR VALLEY PRESCHOOL 

VIDEO of our “chefs in training” https://youtu.be/bG0Y_GqjuQg 
Come enjoy delicious warm soup and fellowship on a winter evening, 5:15 to 6:45 p.m. at the 
church Community Room while supporting Valley PreSchool. The meal is Beef or Vegetable 
Soup, breads/ rolls and dessert. Take-out is available. To order ahead, please contact Casda 
Danner at casdadanner@hwchurch.org 
We are taking preorders but will have lots of soup to dine in AND for last-minute take-out 
orders. 
 

 

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: The Pastoral Profile statement released by the committee is also under the 
Pastoral Profile and Transition Process link on our church website.  The Pastoral Search Committee--Josie Adenuga, 
Bryan Davidson, Doug Gaerte, Carolyn Miller, Susie Roorbach, and Daryl Stevenson, plus DS Joey Jennings--is meeting 
regularly. Please keep them in prayer. 
 
PRAYER: If you would like to join one of the prayer teams—those praying while the Transition Team and Pastoral 
Search Committee meets and those who pray during our Sunday morning worship, please contact me at 
randallcraker@gmail.com and I will let you know how to be part of this vital ministry. Thanks to all who are 
submitting prayer requests during our Sunday morning services. You and your needs are being prayed for while you 
are in worship.  
 
MONDAY PRAYER GROUP: meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room  
 
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: this month on Wednesday, January 28, at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.  
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: meets Wednesdays from 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. in Room 105  
 
CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: Continue to access the gym, pre-school, and offices through the gym’s back, 
eastern door, or the south side and main office entrances. We are on track for very completion soon.  
 
CHURCH FINANCES:  
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026:  
 

Budget Needed: $597,787.02       Monies Received: $553,023.17 
 

• In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving or to drop 
off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any church 
financial information, contact the church office.  
 

STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.  
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or 
office@hwchurch.org.  
 

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you in this new 
year. 
 
Pastor Randy Craker  
Interim Pastor 
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