
 
 
January 6, 2026 
 
Dear Houghton Church Friends, 
  
Here is the worship schedule for this Sunday, January 11: We will gather for one worship service at 10:00 a.m., 
which will be streamed. On January 18, the two services at 8:30 and 11:00 will return and Sunday 
School/Discipleship will be at 9:45 am. 
 
SUNDAY MORNING: My sermon is titled, “Family in Chaos” and I will be preaching from Genesis 37:1-11. See 
you Sunday.  
 
HWC KIDS  

• Reminder: There is no Kids Connect until January 18th.  There will be Nursery and Children's Church 
on January 11. 

• This week, kids learn that Jesus was baptized to obey God's extra-ordinary plan. 
• BIG IDEA: Jesus is humble. BIBLE: Matthew 3:13–17; Philippians 2:5–11 
• January Memory Verse: "Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 

above every name." — Philippians 2:9 (NIV) 
• Kids Club on Saturday, January 17th from 9:30-11:00 a.m. for grades PreK-6th 
• Preteen Hangout on Sunday, January 18th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. for 5th and 6th grades 

MONDAY PRAYER GROUP: meetings are from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the conference room  
 
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: this month on Wednesdays January 14, 21, and 28 at 7:00 a.m. in the 
Community Room.  
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: meets Wednesdays from 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. in Room 105  
 
CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: Until further notice, continue to access the gym, pre-school, and offices 
through the gym’s back, eastern door, or the south side and main office entrances. We are on track for completion 
soon. 
 
PRAYER: If you would like to join one of the prayer teams—those praying while the Transition Team and Pastoral 
Search Committee meets and those who pray during our Sunday morning worship please contact me at 
randallcraker@gmail.com and I will let you know how to be part of this vital ministry. Thanks to all who are 
submitting prayer requests during our Sunday morning services. You and your needs are being prayed for while you 
are in worship.  
 
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: The Pastoral Profile statement released by the committee advertising the 
position on relevant sites is also under the Profile and Transition Process link on our church website.  The 
committee is meeting regularly.  
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YOUR FINANCIAL GIVNG: Please accept the Board of Elders’ and church staff’s warm thank you for your 
sacrificial giving through these recent weeks. Thank you for your generosity for the local needs via the Christmas 
Eve offering, the fulfillment of pledges for the building project, regular budgetary giving, and your Christmas gifts 
affirming our staff members.  
 
CHURCH FINANCES:  
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026:  
 

Budget Needed: $545,805.54      Monies Received: $513,934.51  
                                                          Building Project 

Fundraising need     $370,000  
Gifts received     $302,392  
Pledges outstanding        $6,800  

Raised to date       $309,192   
Remainder needed        $60,808  

 
• In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving or to drop 
off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any church 
financial information, contact the church office.  
 
STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org  
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or 
office@hwchurch.org.  
 
Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you in this 
new year. 
 
Pastor Randy Craker  
Interim Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.hwchurch.org/giving/
mailto:streaming@hwchurch.org?subject=streaming

