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Prayer Requests may be submitted by Prayer Card (pew) or QR Code (Back)

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00AM DECEMBER 28, 2025

Prelude: Preludes on Christmas Carols arr. Robin Dinda

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 148)
Christ is born!
Praise the Lord! Praise God from the heavens;
praise God from the heights!
Praise God, all angels; praise God, all his host.
Praise God, sun and moon, all you shining stars,
mountains and hills, fruit trees and creatures!
Young men and women alike, old and young together,
praise the name of the Lord.
The light of the world has come and we will
never be the same. Christ is born! Praise God!

*Hymn 122 Angels We Have Heard on High
Life of the Church
Children’s Sermon: Gifts

*Songs of Adoration:  Sing We the Song of Emmanuel; What Child is This?
(Offering and Prayer Requests will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Heavenly Father, we confess our failures, even in light of the Christmas
season, to live in your gladness, allowing worries, selfish pursuits, and
darkness to dim our light. Forgive our anxious hearts and bring us back
to the deep, lasting joy found only in your promised presence. Fill us with
the hope and peace that our Savior has brought, so we may rejoice and
share His light with a world in need in this new year. We ask this
through Christ our Lord, Amen.

Time of Prayer

Prayer Response: Emmanuel
*Greeting One Another
*Song We Three Kings

Sermon: Six Miles Off
Matthew 2:1-12
Pastor Randy Craker

*Hymn 138 In the Bleak Midwinter

*Benediction



*Postlude: “Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella™ arr. Keith Chapman

*Please stand if able  Acolyte: Addie Boon  Scripture Reader: Connie Smith

Musicians:
Lauren Cox, Grayson Cox, Mike Cox, vocals;
Matt Cox, guitar & vocals; Amanda Cox, piano & vocals;
David Clem, viola; Steve Olsen, bass; Simon Sardina, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. This morning we
continue to celebrate the coming of Christ in human flesh, and from the
perspective of the Magi. It is because Christ is born that we approach the new
year in a spirit of hope and anticipation for what God is going to do in all of the
circumstances of life. In this hour of worship, may God fill us with the hope of
Christ.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING we will gather for worship at 10:00 a.m. Pastor
David Huizenga will preach: Welcoming Jesus. The text is from Matthew 2:13-
23. The service will be streamed.

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING: We give thanks to God and to all who gave
generously to our local outreach ministries through the Christmas Eve offering. If
you have not given and would like to, please send your gift to the church or use
the online giving option.

The Church Offices are closed December 29 and January 1.

HOLIDAY SERVICES
Sunday, January 4 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
Sunday, January 11 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
Sunday, January 18 8:30 a.m. — Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service

HWC KIDS

e Kids Connect is on break until January 18th. There will be Nursery this
Sunday, but no Children's Church during the December 28 10:00 am
service.

e This week in HWC Kids, kids follow the story of how a star helped the
Magi visit Jesus and worship him. BIG IDEA: God gives direction to
guide us. BIBLE: Matthew 2:1-12; Matthew 2:13-23

e December Memory Verse: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” — John
8:12b (NIV)

MONDAY PRAYER GROUP: usually meets in the morning from 10:00 to
11:00 a.m. However, this Monday, December 29, the offices are closed.



YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: Wednesdays January 14, 21 and 28 at 7:00
a.m. in the Community Room.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: resumes January 7, 2026 on Wednesdays from
9:30 — 10:45 a.m. in Room 105

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $511,151.22 Monies Received: $477,281.89

REMINDER: ALL GIFTS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2025 NEED TO BE

« given in church on December 28 or delivered to the church office by the 30th
» mailed with a postmark date of December 31 or earlier,

« or need to be made online by 4:00 pm on December 31 with a transaction
date of December 31 at the latest.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns.
Daryl Stevenson, Karen and Ken Gaerte and daughter Lori, Peter Luckey,
Harold Blew, Bruce Hess, Paul Roth, Daryl Stevenson, Kristen Massey,
Nathan Danner, Mike Mathiason, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers,
James Bates, Scarlett Gildemeister, Linda Leax, Gary Wickard, Beth Pocock,
Kim Pegula, Cameron Green, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark
Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, and Emily
Crikelair; for anguished refugees and displaced persons in the U.S. and across
the world; for cessation of hostilities, wisdom, and peace in Ukraine, the
Middle East, and other places of unrest and war; and for Rushford Baptist
Church.

Sunday Morning Prayer & Praise Requests




