
Dear Houghton Church Friends,  
 
Here is the worship schedule for this Sunday, December 28: We will gather for one worship 
service at 10:00 a.m.  
 
Remember this Wednesday, Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. (later service is 
streamed)  
 
SUNDAY MORNING:  We turn to Matthew, and my sermon is titled, “Magi: Six Miles Off.”  
The text is Matthew 2:1-23. See you Sunday.  
 
HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:  10:00 A.M. – Morning Worship Service (streaming) 
There is no Sunday School or Discipleship hour this week, and not during the Sundays of 
January 4, or January 11.  On January 18, the two services at 8:30 and 11:00 will return and 
Sunday School/Discipleship will be at 9:45 am.   
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED for the holidays on December 26 & 29 

 
HWC KIDS  

• Kids Connect is on break until January 18th.  There will be Nursery this Sunday, but no 
Children's Church during the December 28 10:00 am service. 

• This week in HWC Kids, kids follow the story of how a star helped the Magi visit Jesus 
and worship him. BIG IDEA: God gives direction to guide us. BIBLE: Matthew 2:1–12; 
Matthew 2:13–23 

• December Memory Verse: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” — John 8:12b (NIV) 

 
MONDAY PRAYER GROUP: usually meets in the morning from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
However, this Monday, December 29, the offices are closed. 
 
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: Wednesdays January 14, 21 and 28at 7:00 a.m. in the 
Community Room.  
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: resumes January 7, 2026 on Wednesdays from 9:30 – 10:45 
a.m. in Room 105  
 
CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING will support local Community outreaches, sharing the love of 
Christ with our local mission field.  
 
CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: Until further notice, continue to access the gym, pre-
school, and offices through the gym’s back, eastern door, or the south side and main office 
entrances. We are on track for January completion.  



 
 
 
PRAYER: If you would like to join one of the prayer teams—those praying while the Transition 
Team and Pastoral Search Committee meets and those who pray during our Sunday morning 
worship please contact me at randallcraker@gmail.com and I will let you know how to be part of 
this vital ministry.  Thanks to all who are submitting prayer requests during our Sunday morning 
services. You and your needs are being prayed for while you are in worship.  
 
CHURCH FINANCES:  
Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026:  

Budget Needed: $511,151.22        Monies Received: $477,281.89  
 

Building Project 
Fundraising need    $370,000  

Gifts received    $301,922  
Pledges outstanding       $6,900  

Raised to date       $308,822 
___________________________________________ 
Remainder needed        $61,178 

 
• In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to 

use online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, 
Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any church financial information, contact 
the church office.  

 
GIFTS FOR THE BUILDING PROJECT: As we approach the end of December, we 
respectfully remind those with outstanding pledges from last winter that the remainder is due by 
December 31, 2025. Newer pledges from August are due by March, 2026. Thank you for your 
generosity.  
 
REMINDER: ALL GIFTS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2025 NEED TO BE 
• given in church on December 28 or delivered to the church office by the 30th 
• mailed with a postmark date of December 31 or earlier, 
• or need to be made online by 4:00 pm on December 31 with a transaction     date of December 
31 at the latest. 
  

STREAMING: Send comments or ideas about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.  
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 
585-567-2264 or office@hwchurch.org.  
 
Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and 
lead you.  
 
Pastor Randy Craker 
Interim Pastor 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hwchurch.org/giving/

