


 Prayer Requests May Be Submitted by Prayer Card (pew) or QR Code (back)  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

10:00am   December 21, 2025 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 Prelude: The Everlasting Light Medley …………………..arr. Virginia Halberg 
 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle: The Templeton Family 
 

*Hymn 117 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 Life of the Church 
 

 Celebration of Ministry: Hope Willert 
 

 Valley Pre-School Christmas Video 
 

*Songs of Adoration:    Emmanuel (Once in Royal David’s City) 
   Emmanuel (Hallowed Manger Ground) 
 
 Offering: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel …………....arr. McDonald & Nelson 
 

 Time of Prayer 
 

 Prayer Response: Meekness and Majesty  
 

*Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God!   
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*Greeting One Another  
 

*Hymn 136 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

 Christmas Story: Love Demonstrated by a Boy and a Dog  

           Pastor Randy Craker 
 

*Song  Welcome to Our World 
  

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude: Silent Night ………………………………………arr. Mark Hayes 

________________________________________________________________ 

*Please stand if able      

Acolyte: Grayson Cox     Scripture Readers: Chris, Nate, Evelyn, and Amelia Esh 



Musicians: 

Scarlet Dowling, Mike Jordan, vocals;  

Caleb Hilsher, guitar; Amanda Cox, piano & vocals;  

Betsy Webb, keyboard & vocals; Dan Zambrano, cello; Dan Wartinger, cajόn 

 
WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. We have  
arrived at the Fourth Sunday of Advent and the anticipation of Christ’s birth is 
mounting. As we contemplate and embrace the personal and cosmic implica-
tions of the coming of Christ, may God fill us with hope, peace, joy, and love. 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE: This afternoon, at 5:00 p.m. we will host a 
Blue Christmas Service In pastoral ministry I have found that there are a fair 
number of folks who find the holidays challenging. Losses of a wide variety 
have come into our lives…death… relationships…jobs…health …finances 
…and more. Disappointments and questions arise, struggles and fatigue drain 
us, and the glow of the season may seem far removed. This service called “Blue 
Christmas” is an occasion to admit what we are feeling and encountering, 
bringing all that is in us to the Christ of Christmas. We will enjoy quiet music, 
meaningful scripture, a time of reflection, lighting of candles reminding us that 
in the midst of all that is going on we have Jesus.  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: Wednesday, December 24, we host two 
Christmas Eve Services: 4:00 and 6:00. Both services will include the Lighting 
of the Christ Candle, Congregational Candle lighting, the reading of the Christ-
mas story, and a variety of seasonal Christmas music. The 6:00 p.m. service 
will be streamed. 

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING we gather for worship at 10:00 a.m. Pastor 
Randy will be preaching. 

The Church Office will be closed for the holidays on December 26 & 29. 

HWC KIDS: 

• Kids Connect is on break until January 18th. There WILL be Children's 
Church and Nursery during the holiday break. 

• This week in Children's Church, kids follow the story of how Jesus was 
born and shepherds were invited to meet the newborn savior. BIG IDEA: 
God gives a Savior to guide us. BIBLE: Luke 2:1–20; Isaiah 7:10–16 

• December Memory Verse: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” — John 
8:12b (NIV) 

MONDAY PRAYER GROUP: Meets tomorrow morning from 10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. in the church conference room. 



Sunday Morning Prayer & Praise Requests  

Holiday Services 
Sunday, December 21 5:00 p.m. – Blue Christmas Service (not streamed) 
Wednesday, December 24 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve  
 Candlelight Services (6:00 streamed) 
Sunday, December 28          10:00 a.m. – Worship Service (streamed) 
Sunday, January 4                10:00 a.m. – Worship Service (streamed) 
Sunday, January 11              10:00 a.m. – Worship Service (streamed) 
Sunday, January 18               8:30 a.m. – Early Worship Service (not streamed) 

                                        9:45 a.m. – Discipleship Hour 
                                        11:00 a.m. – Late Worship Service (streamed) 

STEWARDSHIP       
 Budget Needed: $493,824.06 Monies Received: $457,176.74  

 

Reminder: All gifts for calendar year 2025 need to be 
• given in church on December 28 or delivered to the church office by the 30th 
• mailed with a postmark date of December 31 or earlier, 
• or need to be made online by 4:00 pm on December 31 with a transaction     
date of December 31 at the latest 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health         
concerns:  Karen and Ken Gaerte and daughter Lori, Peter Luckey, Harold 
Blew, Bruce Hess, Paul Roth, Kristen Massey, Nathan Danner, Mike          
Mathiason, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers, James Bates, Scarlett 
Gildemeister, Linda Leax, Gary Wickard, Beth Pocock, Kim Pegula, Cameron 
Green, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis, and 
Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, and Emily Crikelair; for anguished refugees 
and displaced persons in the U.S. and across the world; for cessation of       
hostilities, wisdom, and peace in Ukraine, the Middle East, and other places of 
unrest and war; and for Centerville United Methodist Church in Centerville. 


