
 

November 11, 2025 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Note the worship schedule for the day on Sunday, November 16: 
  8:30 a.m. – Early Worship Service 
  9:45 a.m. – Discipleship hour 
11:00 a.m. – Late Worship Service (streaming)  

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP:  This Sunday will be the conclusion of our look at the prayer Jesus taught us. "Lead 
Us...Deliver Us" and then the grand conclusion of celebration..."Yours is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory forever." I trust you will come praying and anticipating the Spirit of Jesus to meet us and minister to us in 
fresh and life-giving ways. See you Sunday at 8:30 or 11:00. 
 
FUNERAL SERVICE SUNDAY AFTERNOON: Evangeline (Vangie) Grant died Saturday, November 8, 2025. Family 
and friends may gather from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm on Saturday, November 15, 2025, at the Kopler-Williams Funeral Home, 
Fillmore. A funeral service will be held on Sunday, November 16, 2025, at 2:00 pm in the Houghton Wesleyan Church 
and will be streamed. Paul Shea and Jon Cole will officiate. Burial will be in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Houghton. 
 
PRAYER: Thanks to all who are participating in our Monday prayer days through November. I am also grateful for the 
prayer teams who are covering Transition Team meetings and Sunday morning worship times. Remember, too, that prayer 
cards are in the pews for completion during the service (via offering plate or foyer basket) or use the QR code in the 
bulletin to send any request to the prayer team instantly. Through prayerful engagement together, the Spirit of Jesus will 
renew us and guide us in the days ahead. 
 
TRANSITION TEAM AND ELDER BOARD UPDATES: The Transition Team has had their second session. Covered 
by an onsite prayer team we have felt God’s leading as we have worked together. We have our next meeting on Saturday, 
November 15th, as we seek to craft some action plans. The TT will meet with the Elders Board on Saturday, December 
6th, to give them an update and receive their input.  
 
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: The Transition Team’s role is not to select the new pastor, but to strengthen our 
church readiness for a new pastor. The Elders Board is in a process to finish identifying the Pastoral Search Committee 
this month, with an announcement likely in late November.  In early December this group will begin work with our 
District Superintendent, Dr. Joey Jennings. The end goal is to bring a candidate to the congregation for a vote this spring. 
Continue praying for the process and our next pastor. 
 

HWC Kids: 
• The story of Esther continues this week in Kids Connect as kids uncover the story of how Mordecai asked Esther 

to help their people. BIG IDEA: I can stand up for God and others. BIBLE: Esther 4:1-17; 2 Thessalonians 3:6–13 
• November Memory Verse: "The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good."  

Proverbs 15:3 (NIV) 
• Join us for Kids Club this Saturday (15th) from 9:30-11:00 a.m. (grades PreK-6th) and for Preteen Hangout on 

Sunday from 6:00-8:00 p.m. (grades 5 & 6)!   



MONDAY PRAYER GROUP: Meets on Monday mornings from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. All meetings are in the church 
conference room. 

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays from 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. in Room 105  

RFKC CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE: Once again, we have the opportunity to support our chapter of Royal Family 
Kids Camp through our giving tree initiative. Two Christmas trees are set up, one in the CE building foyer and one in the 
sanctuary foyer.  These trees have tags on them with supplies needed by RFKC, ranging from toiletries for campers to 
birthday gifts for the "all-kids birthday" celebration at camp.  Grab a tag (or two or three), shop for the new, quality item, 
and return it to the box near the tree or next to the church office by December 14th.  Your gifts last year were an incredible 
blessing to RFKC, saving hundreds of dollars and making the campers feel very loved.  

LET’S TALK ABOUT FOOD INSECURITY:  A joint HWC-HU student group is sponsoring a panel discussion 
tomorrow evening (Wed Nov 12) at 7pm in the HU Campus Center Lounge. The topic is current information and action 
steps regarding food insecurity in Allegany County. Among the panelists are HWC's Phil Stockin, Judy Hopkins, and 
Suzanne Beardsley; the moderator is Doug Gaerte. 

CHURCH FINANCES: 
 

• Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026: 
Budget Needed: $407,188.26       Monies Received: $358,858.14 

                              Building Project 
Fundraising need   $370,000 

Gifts received   $291,248 
  Pledges outstanding    $10,400 
 Raised to date     $301,648 
 Remainder needed      $68,352 

 
• In addition to giving during worship services through the offerings, you are invited to use online giving or to 

drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). If you would like to see any 
church financial information, contact the church office. 

 
GIFTS FOR THE BUILDING PROJECT: Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and 
others. Our building project has added costs to our initial expected amount, and there was a strong congregational 
affirmative vote on August 24 to move ahead. Given our newest goals, carefully and prayerfully consider whether you are 
able to extend your gifts above your normal budget-related giving. 
 
CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: In the next two weeks, exterior windows and doors will be installed, and the 
building will be closed in for heating.  The concrete sidewalks are poured and the asphalt driveway completed. Two 
Sunday school rooms will be used on Sundays, with special thanks to Kinley Contractors who continue to work with the 
church for maximum access to our facility weekends through this project. Until further notice, continue to access the 
building through the south side and main office entrances The project is on track for early January completion. 
 
STREAMING: Send comments, ideas, or gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 
 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or 
office@hwchurch.org. 

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you. 

 
Pastor Randy Craker 
Interim Pastor 
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