
October 22, 2025 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 
Note the schedule for the day on Sunday, October 26: 

  8:30 a.m. – Indoor Worship Service 
  9:45 a.m. – Discipleship hour 
11:00 a.m. – Indoor Worship Service (streaming) 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  On Sunday we will be starting a 4 week series on prayer from Matthew 6:5-15. We will 
start with "Prayer and The Prayer". Jesus leads us into the disciple's prayer with some warning and 
encouragement about our praying. He then offers us a pathway to give guidance to our praying. We will look at 
Jesus' teaching and then begin looking at the prayer..."Our Father who is in heaven, uphold the holiness of your 
name." (Common English Bible). 
HWC Kids: 

• This week, the story of Daniel in the lions’ den reveals how to stand up for God.
BIG IDEA: Our courage can help others see God. BIBLE: Daniel 6; 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18

• October Memory Verse: “For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.” — 1
Chronicles 16:25 (NIV)

VISITATION AND FUNERAL SERVICE FOR JANE ROESKE: Visitation will be at Houghton Wesleyan Church 
on Thursday, October 30 in the sanctuary from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. The funeral service will take 
place at the church on Sunday, November 2 at 3:00 p.m. 

AN INVITATION FROM DEAN & LEE DOVER; There will be a celebration of life for Austin Daniel Dover on 
November 1 at 1:00 p.m. in the Houghton Academy Auditorium. To assist in making arrangements, please  R.S.V.P. 
Wazican.dd@gmail.com. 

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays from 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. in Room 105 (across from the library) 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER GROUP will meet today, Wednesday, October 22, but then, starting on October 
27, will move to Mondays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. for the winter. All meetings are in the church conference room. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST AND MINI-RETREAT THIS WEEK: October 25 is our next Men’s Pancake Breakfast, a 
time of fellowship, food, and some thoughtful sharing about our walk with Christ. Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. is free & we’d 
love to have you join us! This month we will offer a mini-retreat at Bliss Summit Bible Camp, car-pooling from HWC 
and returning about 7:00 p.m. Cost: $10 suggested donation for Bliss Summit; please come even if you can’t donate. 
Similar to the last retreat, we’re going to take time to seek God’s voice in silence, quiet conversation, and sharing our 
experiences together. We’ll deliberately set aside our electronic devices to limit distractions during the retreat. Please 
bring your hardcopy Bible, journal, and/or whatever printed devotional material you may find useful during our time of 
shared silence. Bring appropriate clothing if you would like to walk the woodland trails during our time of shared 
silence. We will fast through lunch and enjoy a simple soup & fresh bread dinner together. Juice, coffee, and hot water 
will be available throughout the day. R.S.V.P. to office@hwchurch.org or call 585-567-2264 to attend. 
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CHURCH FINANCES: 
• Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026: 

 
Budget Needed: $355,206.78       Monies Received: $309,750.21 

Building Project 

Fundraising need   $370,000 
Gifts received   $282,473 

  Pledges outstanding    $13,000 
 Raised to date     $295,473 
 Remainder needed      $74,527 

 
• In addition to giving during worship services via the blue boxes or the offering plate, you are invited to use 

online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• Financial accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 
 
GIFTS FOR THE BUILDING PROJECT: Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and 
others. Our building project has added costs to our initial expected amount, and there was a strong congregational 
affirmative vote on August 24 to move ahead. Given our newest goals, carefully and prayerfully consider whether you 
are able to extend your gifts above your normal budget-related giving. 
 
To assist us in planning, newly promised commitments are due in March, 2026, following the work’s completion. The 
previous pledges are still due by December 31, either through the offering collection or direct delivery to the office. 
 
CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: The visible work continues on our project, both inside and outside. Until further 
notice, please access the building through the south side and main office entrances. 
 
STREAMING: Send comments, ideas, or gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 
 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or 
office@hwchurch.org. 

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you. 

 

Pastor Randy Craker 

Interim Pastor 
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