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Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Note the schedule for the day on Sunday, October 19:
8:30 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship hour
11:00 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service (streaming)

SUNDAY WORSHIP: On Sunday I will wrap up our seven-week look at the church. Jesus said he would
build it! He reminds us our work is to love God and neighbor! As we live out our calling we join Jesus in his
grand mission of making disciples.

Two weeks ago we talked about the "Church Gathered" in worship and formation. This Sunday I will remind
us of what it means to be the "Church Scattered." We are the Body of Christ so each of us has a part to play in
the mission of Jesus.

Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday. Come expecting God to meet with us and guide us on our journey
together.

A FUNERAL SERVICE FOR LINDA ROTH WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, AT 11:00
A .M. in Houghton Wesleyan Church. Pastor Paul Shea will officiate. Visitation is at Kopler Williams Funeral
Home on Wednesday from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

ANDREW WALTON’S ORDINATION: (With a Bills’ bye this week, there is nowhere else to be!) This
Sunday, on October 19, 6:00 p.m., Dr. Andrew Walton will be ordained in The Wesleyan Church at Bayview
Chapel Campus of Revive Wesleyan Church, 4999 McKinley Parkway, Hamburg, NY. We invite all to join
the experience and celebration. In addition, we are asked to help with set-up (4:45-5:45 pm), greeting (5:30-
6:00 pm), reception assistance (6:50-7:30 pm), and clean up (7:45-8:15 pm). We are three volunteers short of
what is needed. Can one of these roles fit your schedule? Call Patty in the office very soon for this support role
(585-567-2264).

HWC Kids:
e This week in Kids Connect, the story of Daniel interpreting the writing on the wall reveals how to follow
God's words. BIG IDEA: God’s words show us what to do. BIBLE: Daniel 5; 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

October Memory Verse: “For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all
gods.” — 1 Chronicles 16:25 (NIV)

e Reminder: Kids Club on Saturday, October 18 from 9:30-11:00 a.m. for PreK - 6th grades; Preteen
Hangout on Sunday, October 19 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. for grades 5th and 6. Join us for some fall fun and
faith!

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays from 9:30 — 10:45 a.m. in Room 105 (across from the library)

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER GROUP will meet on Wednesday, October 15 & 22, but then, starting
on October 27, will move to Mondays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. for the winter. All meetings are in the church
conference room.
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CHURCH FINANCES:

e Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 — May 31, 2026:

Budget Needed: $337,879.62 Monies Received: $296,019.07

Building Project
Revised fundraising need $370,000
Gifts received $281,587
Pledges outstanding $13,050 (includes new pledges)
Raised to date $294.637
Remainder needed $75,363

e In addition to giving during worship services via the blue boxes or the offering plate, you are
invited to use online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127,
Houghton, NY 14744).

e Financial accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church
office.

GIFTS FOR THE BUILDING PROJECT: Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one
another and others. Our building project has added costs to our initial expected amount, and there was a strong
congregational affirmative vote on August 24 to move ahead. Given our newest goals, carefully and
prayerfully consider whether you are able to extend your gifts above your normal budget-related giving.

To assist us in planning, newly promised commitments are due in March, 2026, following the work’s
completion. The previous pledges are still due by December 31, either through the offering collection or direct

delivery to the office.

CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: Please avoid looky-loo drive throughs during work hours to allow
uninhibited progress. Access the building through the south side and main office entrances.

STREAMING: Send comments, ideas, or gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or
office@hwchurch.org.

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you.

Pastor Randy Craker

Interim Pastor
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