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Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Note the schedule for the day on Sunday, October 12:
8:30 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship hour
11:00 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service (streaming)

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We have the privilege of hearing one of our own proclaim the word. Our Children's Ministry Director,
Emily Spateholts, is completing her last few courses through the district, Houghton University, and Kingswood University for
permanent licensure for vocational ministry in the Wesleyan Church. One of her current classes offered through the district,
Intro to Preaching, is under the tutelage of Pastor Wes.

ANDREW WALTON’S ORDINATION: On the evening of October 19, at Revive Wesleyan Church, Hamburg, NY, Dr.
Andrew Walton will be ordained in the Wesleyan Church along with other candidates. We are gathering a few from our
congregation to assist with hosting the reception by either being a greeter, servicing food tables, or assisting with clean up.
Contact Patty in the office (585-567-2264) soon if you would like to be part of our team as we honor and congratulate Andrew.

HWC Kids:

e This week in Kids Connect, the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego reveals how God rescued them from a fiery
furnace. BIG IDEA: God is ready to rescue us.
BIBLE: Daniel 3; 2 Timothy 2:8-15

e October Memory Verse: “For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.” — 1
Chronicles 16:25 (NIV)

o Reminder: Kids Club on Saturday, October 18th from 9:30-11:00 a.m. for PreK - 6th grades; Preteen Hangout on
Sunday, October 19th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. for grades 5th and 6™

e Update: Our typical Harvest Festival is being postponed this year. Watch for an exciting Spring event instead!

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: Wednesday at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays from 9:30 — 10:45 a.m. in Room 105 (across from the library)
CHURCH FINANCES:

e Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 — May 31, 2026:

Budget Needed: $320,552.46 Monies Received: $277,330.06

Building Project
Revised fundraising need $370,000

Gifts received $271,135

Pledges outstanding $13,250 (includes new pledges)
Raised to date $284,385

Remainder needed $85,615


https://venue.streamspot.com/event/NjA2Njc2Ng==

e In addition to giving during worship services via the offering plate, you are invited to use online giving or to drop
off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).

¢ Financial accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

ADDITIONAL GIFTS FOR THE BUILDING PROJECT: Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one
another and others. Our building project has added costs to our initial expected amount, and there was a strong congregational
affirmative vote on August 24 to move ahead. Given our newest goals, carefully and prayerfully consider whether you are able
to extend your gifts above your normal budget-related giving.

To assist us in planning, new pledge cards are available at the church office and in the sanctuary foyer during services. Newly
promised commitments would be due in March 2026, following work completion. The previous pledges are still due by
December 31. Any completed pledge cards should be returned to the church office by October 12 through the offering collection
or direct delivery.

CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: Exterior work continues on the north side of the church, but the normal traffic pattern
is not restricted (except for an occasional parked truck during a work day). However, please avoid looky-loo drive-throughs

during work hours to allow uninhibited progress. Please access the building through the south side and church office entrances.

STREAMING: Send comments, ideas, or gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or
office@hwchurch.org.

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you.

Pastor Randy Craker

Interim Pastor

FACULTY ORGAN RECITAL: On Wednesday, October 8 at 8:00 p.m., Dr, Judy Congdon, our church organist
and Professor of Organ at Houghton University, will present a recital in Wesley Chapel celebrating the “great
cloud of witnesses” connected with the university Holtkamp organ in Houghton’s history. The program features
work by J. S. Bach, César Franck, 19th-early 20th century American composers John Knowles Paine and Clarence
Dickenson, and 20th -21st century Houghton composers William T. Allen and Gloria Huizenga.
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