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Highlights et

“Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God,
for he has given you the autumn rains because he is faithful.” (Joel 2:23)

For a variety of reasons, fall is my favorite season of the year. The long, hot days of summer have turned to
warm days with a changing landscape that declares the beauty of God’s creation.

When I retired in the spring of 2019, Robbie and I chose as our first retirement trip a drive through the north-
east to see the autumn colors. Now we’ve moved to a place where we can see it in our back yard and across the
rolling hills. We got an early glimpse of what’s coming as we recently made our first drive through Letchworth
State Park.

My childhood is full of autumn memories. Growing up in an agricultural area I spent my
summers working in the orchards, making money for college. Apples were the final fruit
to harvest. School had started so all I could do was go out on September Saturdays, but
my dad always went with me because he wanted to contribute to my education fund. Dad,
bright red apples, cool crisp days, a radio to listen to college football...what a special
time with a man I loved and admired.

Baseball has always been big in our family and fall means the World Series. In sixth-grade my dad wrote a
note to my principal asking that I be excused at noon to go home and watch game 7 with my him. [ was not a
frequent visitor to the principal’s office, so I went with some discomfort. He read my note smiled, and my
hope meter jumped upward. He said, “I wish I could go hunting today, but I can’t, so you need to stay here
too.” My hope was dashed but my little radio served me well as [ walked home after school and listened as
Bobby Richardson grabbed a screaming line drive for a Yankee win. I skipped happily all the way home on
that memorable autumn day.

My life in the orchard taught me several things about life. Fruitfulness is a journey. Spring blooms led to light-
ing smudge pots to keep the buds from freezing. Lot of growth in the trees, which seemed like a good thing,
meant [’d have to aggressively prune every tree. Finally, the fruit appeared but the heavy branches had to be
propped up, and the fruit thinned. Cutting branches and throwing fruit on the ground seemed so wrong to my
inexperienced mind. But a good harvest depended on several stages of preparation for harvest.

We moved from cherries to apricots and peaches, and then the big two, pears and apples. When the picking
was done, the leaves fell. It seemed that everything had died. The trees looked brittle and lifeless. The orchards
sat idle and seemingly unproductive. But appearance is not always reality. The trees were regrouping and pre-
paring for the dawning of spring and another cycle of birth, growth, harvest and dormancy.

As a church we are in a transition season. My prayer is that there will be an autumn beauty to this season. God
is at work. Our goal is the harvest that God longs to bring us. So, through prayer, discernment, engagement,
waiting, and working, we anticipate this season to bring joy as we journey together.

From the refreshing autumn rains Joel talked about to the reminder in Ecclesiastes 3:1: “There is a time for
everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens,” we journey through this season confident of
God’s guiding hand for all that is yet to happening in our church.

Pastor Randy



Pastors Appreciation Month
OCTOBER

Honoring Our Pastoral Staff

We are truly blessed to have a dedicated pastoral staff who work tirelessly to serve our congregation. Their
commitment and care enrich our church and help us grow in faith and community. As members of this church,
have you considered that it is our biblical responsibility to recognize and affirm their efforts? Scripture reminds us
of this calling:

+ 1 Thessaloniang 5:12: “Make sure that you show your deep appreciation for those who cherish you and
diligently work as ministers among you."

= (Galatians 6:6: “The onewho receives instruction in the Word should share all good things with their
instructor.”

Ways to Show Appreciation
Each October, our church joins the national observance of Pastors Appreciation Month. This is an opportunity for

us 1o express our gratitude and care for our entire pastoral team. We encourage you to consider sharing your time,
talents, or treasures to make them feel valued. Some creative ways to highlight your appreciation might be to:

= | eave garden produce on their front steps or desk with a personal note.

= \Write a private and signed note to express your thanks.

+ Create a handmade card as a family to show your love.

= Offer awarm, gratitude-filled handshake along with a few heartfelt words.
*  |rwite them into your home for coffee and a dessert

= Violunteer to help with some aspect of their duties—just ask them for ideas

Let your imagination guide you—there are countless gracious ways to CONvVey your sincere appreciation and care,
The most meaningful gestures often come from thinking ocutside the box and personalizing your thanks.

Encouraging Our Pastors

As our pastors encourage us to live out our faith more fully, let us also encourage them in return. Your warm
and thoughtful gestures may be exactly what they need at this moment. Demonstrating close, heartfelt care
supports them as they continue their important work among us.

Thank you for being an integral part of our church family. Your participation this way helps strengthen the
bonds of love and service within our congregation and certainly enables the pastoral ministries of Randy
Craker, lon Cole, David Huizenga, Emily Spateholts, and Kevin Dibble to flourizh.

In His service,

Caryl Stevenson
tor your Board of Elders



There’s a New Sheriff in Town!

October 1 is the day! That's the day Steve Pocock is scheduled to retire from being our
Dirt ‘n Dust Sheriff--our head custodian. It's a job he says he loves and will somewhat miss, but
he is looking ahead. With his stepping aside, you might think we should panic!

After nearly 22 years of getting the buildings ready (with excellent part-time help from Donna
Blew) for all worship services, weddings, funerals, anniversaries, graduations, parties of all sorts,
and retiremeants, Steve is soon hanging up his broom, vacuum, dust cloth, mop, snow shovel, and
yes, his wad of keys for the last time.

There is a new horizon coming for Steve. He will no longer lock and unlock the church doors, day and night, most
every day of the year! He will never again have to chase the dust bunnies around, troubleshoot a light switch
malfunction, carry the trash to the dumpster, change the blown light bulb, find a solvent for that stubborn carpet
stain, vacuum up the confetti, buff the waxed floors, shovel the steps, trim back those thistle bushes, or order
supplies. Good for him and we wish him well in retiremeant. But what about all of us left behind? Whatever will we
do as we release him from captivity to the wilds of retirement?

Well, dear friends, do not despair. Beat back the panic and take heart! There is now a new dirt
‘n dust sheriff in charge of the grubby finger smudges, muddy floors, heavy tables, folding chairs,
dusty windows, jammed doors, growing grass, and . . . the wad of keys!! Future cobwebs? Bye
bye. Windowsill flies? Too bad for you! Running toilets? Never again (well, almost never).

. . Why? Because Luke Ogden is taking the baton from Steve to carry on

the fight. Luke will now stand in the breach to protect us from the
lingering grime of muddy boots, chairs left in disarray when class is over,
broken tables, dull hallways, icy walkways, and, yes, empty toilet paper
dispensers! There is a new sheriff policing our turf!

After completing his undergraduate work in music at Houghton in 2014, he and Hannah {field
hockey coach) returned in 2016 following his masters work at Pann State. Besides being the new sheriff, he will
rmaintain a small part-time voice studio with several students at the university and drive bus for Fillmore school,
They became church members in 2020 and have lived in an iconic Chester York-built brick house on the north end
of town. The rest of the Ogden posse includes Brooks (8), Ezra (5), Dorothy (4}, and Amos (3 months).

York also had a major hand in building our church, so here is a fun fact: Luke’s house bricks came to Houghton
on the same truck as the church bricks in 1934! That nostalgic brick-and-maortar fact prompts in him a sense of
community connection and, bringing his carpentry skills and physical work experiences to this task, he looks
forward to serving the church community through this role. And certainly, the church staff is looking forward to
jovial Luke joining us soon as our new Dirt'n Dust Sheriff,

When you see Steve and Luke, extend a hand and thank them for their service to this corner of His Kingdom.

Congratulations to Babafemi and Pelumi at the birth of their daughter
Tioluwanimi Zion Sorinolu, born on September. 10
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October Lessons "Now You See Me:

Magic tricks and illusions have a way of
sparking wonder and curiosity. But long be-
fore today’s magicians, Daniel and his friends
stood out during the Babylonian exile. They
were wiser than the magicians and astrolo-

gers of their time because they looked to God  WEEKY  WEEK2  WEEK3  WEEK4

for wisdom. Through their brave actions and soiEmis | GONEOOYD  Gloiwemsiowis oAt
wise choices, they showed God'’s power to e sonalle s o e ol
everyone around them—no tricks needed! In , s

this 4-week series, kids will learn that God 'F“'ij;jj:gjtj:ife“;‘ﬁﬂ:ﬂ’;gz"”’““
helps us choose wisely, God is ready to res- e K : AV

cue us, God’s words show us what to do, and
our courage can help others see God."

“For great is the Lord and most worthy

- : October Memory Verse
of praise; he is to be feared above Y

all gods.”

1 CHROMICLES 16:25 (MIV)

Kids Club

Grades PreK-6th, join us for fun and faith
(and a little magic) from 9:30-11:00am
on Saturday, October 18th.

Preteen Hangout: Grades 5th and 6th - come and hang out with us
on Sunday, October 19th from 6:00-8:00pm
as we get to know each other and God better!
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October 2025 HWC Youth News

-

Youth Group in October — Sunday evenings 6—8pm — Grades 7-12
- Oct5 -Keep It Simple 3 - Love is an Action - Meal Night!
- Oct 12 - Storm the Heights! - 3:33-5:55pm + Chili Dinner & bonfire
This full-contact capture-the-flag type game will leave you muddy, tired, and
hungry! Come ready for fun. Permission slip and Close-toed shoes required.
Parents: Please contact PJ if you can provide chili, cornbread, or dessert for this event.
- Oct 19 - Habits 1 - Hang out With God - YG is At Houghton Academy Tonight!
- New Series Begins: HABITS! — “Running the race well for God
means building spiritual habits; this series will walk students
through six critical spiritual disciplines to grow in. 1 Corinthians ”
9:24-27 provides the backbone of the series by calling students to run Splh CTICES
with purpose in every step.”
- Oct 26 - Habits 2 - Accountability
Prayer Breakfast in October

Wednesdays, 7am, Community Room - Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Come for pancakes, prayer, and fellowship before school.

TO DEEPEN YOUR FAITH

THE BOOf( f Discipleship Hour (Sunday School), 9:45am
| Oct5-Romans

| Oct12 - James

I | Oct19- James
Oct 26 - Galatians

Special Events
Storm the Heights - Oct 12, 3:33-5:55pm (game, chili dinner, bonfire). \
,

Follow Regional Event - Oct 31-Nov 1 - CANCELLED.

FYI:

For the HWCYG annual permission slip click here.
Parents: Thank you for your ongoing support — If you would like to be
part of the Snack Crew, or help with Storm the Heights, let us know!



https://na4.documents.adobe.com/public/esignWidget?wid=CBFCIBAA3AAABLblqZhA0JNaPyZdWFrt8T9O6yUzMtxTBl7Zte9Sxq0z7yrXEUK0PyccZYzSqz3IBns9K45g*

Save the Date: Armstrong’s 6th Annual Fall Fest * Saturday, October 4th
' 6661 NY-305 Belfast, NY (Armstrong's Warehouse)
4 We’ll be collecting non-perishable food and monetary donations to support the Wellspring Ministries Food Pantry.
Fundraising raffles, local vendors, and plenty of community spirit.

[ Enjoy our classic lineup of FREE activities: « Pumpkin Patch ¢ Face Painting « Balloon Artist « Hayride

HWC Men’s Ministry seeks to encourage and strengthen fellowship
between the men of our church with the aim of growing in the grace and
service of our Lord Jesus Christ.

All men of the church are most welcome at our pancake breakfasts held
about once a month at 8am Saturday morning. It's a time of fellowship,
food, and some thoughtful sharing about our walk with Christ. Breakfast is
free & we’d love to have you join us!

Oct 25*

Nov 22

Jan 24

Feb 28

Mar 28

*Oct 25: single day Men’s retreat after breakfast

Houghton Meals on Wheels volunteers needed. Due to
recent retirements and job transfers, we are short at least two Meals
on Wheels volunteers. A new volunteer would need to have a valid
driver's license, interview with Karen Chamberlain at Office for the
Aging, fill out some paperwork, and be willing to have a back-
ground check. Each volunteer delivers meals one day each month
and the route currently is all in Houghton and takes about 25
minutes. There are 20 volunteer drivers so it is easy to switch dates
if you have a conflict.

From the family of Eileen Spear. Eileen turns 95 on Nov.13! We would love
to have her beloved Houghton community shower her with birthday cards.
Cards can be mailed to;

1123 Johnsarbor Drive West
Rochester, NY 14620

- J



https://www.google.com/maps/search/1123+Johnsarbor+Drive+West+Rochester,+NY+14620?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1123+Johnsarbor+Drive+West+Rochester,+NY+14620?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.facebook.com/WellspringMinistriesAllegany?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW3gaJIq1I5vjpvI52krWljUhE7Eqrmh8HAkJ539WVusbm5RQu14u15CL9Ealws7TweiH0O_GBklTseWBG8fo8lHojVhIJL0_pmQbr_jvZrS4QYigmJhy0m4j4lKHQ3eOR_cfjF2yWZ9xkxQQYFvXAlY3V5vqVdGslS5QF2hFDiSA&__tn__=-%5dK-R

Houghton Volunteer Ambulance Service INC.

e o I

EMT

What you will gair:
Knowledge, axperience, and the Joy of baing able to serve the community.
Free EMT training as long as you are an active member of HYAS
WNYS EMT-B certification upon successfully completion of the EMT class

Age Requirement :

EMT class can e taken at 17 but you must be 18 to be certified

Classes neaded after jaining:
Emergency Medical Technician-Basic (EMT-B)

University students:
Direct patient contract hours and professional letters of recommendation{after EMT-B
certified, If maintained active membership in HYAS until graduation)

Drivers

What you will Gain:
Knowledge, experience, and the Joy of being able to serve the community
Free EVOC training ance you become an HVAS member,
Age requirement - 21
Class neaded after joining: Emergency Vehicle operation Course {(EVOC)

What will it take to be a volunteer:
Time and commitmeant
Become a member of HYAS
Become a certified NYS EMT-b or EVOC trained driver.
attended meetings and trainings
be on-call to respond (o emergency
Are you Interested but want a tour or want more information before you apply?

Email your request ta:

Mae Stadelmaier, Director of operations:

maggan.stadelmalen@haughtanvid.org

Grace Liddick, EMT and board member:

gliddick.hvas@gmall.com

To Apply, Visit:
apply.h911.org

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor Randy Craker, randallcraker@gmail.com

Daryl Stevenson, Staff Coordinator, daryl.stevenson@houghton.edu

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor, joncole@hwchurch.org

David Huizenga, Assistant Pastor, davidhuizenga@hwchurch.org

Judy Congdon, Organist & Choir Director, judycongdon@hwchurch.org
Kevin Dibble, Music & Worship Director, kevindibble@hwchurch.org
Emily Spateholts, Children’s Ministry, emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org

Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM, 567-2264, office@hwchurch.org



mailto:acox@hwchurch.org
mailto:office@hwchurch.org?subject=Highlights
mailto:info@hwchurch.org?subject=Church%20Office

SERMONS IN OCTOBER

October 5-- Pastor Randy will continue his series on the church. The final two sermons will focus on the
church "Gathered and Scattered." He will begin with: "The Church Gathered: Worship and Formation!"

October 12-- We have the privilege of hearing one of our own proclaim the word. Our Children's Ministry
Director, Emily Spateholts, is completing her last few courses through the district, Houghton University, and
Kingswood University for permanent licensure for vocational ministry in the Wesleyan Church. One of her
current classes offered through the district, Intro to Preaching, is under the tutelage of Pastor Wes.

October 19--We will wrap up the 7 week focus on the church: ""The Church Scattered: Unity and
Mission."

Andrew Walton will be ordained in The Wesleyan Church on Sunday, October 19, 2025, at
6:00 PM at the Bayview Chapel Campus of Revive Wesleyan Church, 4999 McKinley Park-

way, Hamburg, NY 14075.
I ———...

Valley Preschool is up and running with nineteen boys and three girls! We have a bumper crop
of fours and fives with 17 of our 22 children born between February 2020 and October 2021!

Stay tuned for more news next month!
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