
 
September 30, 2025 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

The newest substantive information is highlighted but please review all the things going on in the church. 

Note the schedule for the day on Sunday, October 5: 
8:30 a.m. – Indoor Worship Service (Communion) 
9:45 a.m. – Discipleship hour 
11:00 a.m. – Streamed Indoor Worship Service (Communion)  
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: On Sunday I will start a two-part series to end our seven weeklong look at the 
church. We will look first at "The Church Gathered: Worship and Formation." Ephesian 2:19-22 and 
4:13b-16 will be the background scripture.  

Our weekly gathering is significant as we worship God. In the midst of our hearing, responding, singing, 
giving, praying, and time in the Word, we are being formed.  Ephesians 2:22...Christ is building you into 
a place where God lives through the Spirit. Ephesians 4:15...Let's grow in every way into Christ!  
 
See you Sunday. 
 
HWC Kids: 

• Kids Connect New October Series:  "Now You See Me: Magic tricks and illusions have a way of 
sparking wonder and curiosity. But long before today’s magicians, Daniel and his friends stood 
out during the Babylonian exile. They were wiser than the magicians and astrologers of their time 
because they looked to God for wisdom. Through their brave actions and wise choices, they 
showed God’s power to everyone around them—no tricks needed! In this 4-week series, kids will 
learn that God helps us choose wisely, God is ready to rescue us, God’s words show us what to 
do, and our courage can help others see God." 
 

• October Memory Verse: “For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above 
all gods.” — 1 Chronicles 16:25 (NIV) 
 

• This week in Kids Connect, the story of Daniel’s training in Babylon reveals how to choose God. 
BIG IDEA: God helps us choose wisely. BIBLE: Daniel 1; 2 Timothy 1:7–14 

 

• Looking ahead: Kids Club on October 18, Preteen Hangout on October 19, due to construction 
Harvest Festival is postponed this year (watch for a fun spring event) 

 
YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: Wednesday at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays from 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. in Room 105 (across from the library)  



CHURCH FINANCES: 

• Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026: 
 

Budget Needed: $303.225.30      Monies Received: $257,048.89 

 

Building Project 

Revised fundraising need   $370,000 
Gifts received   $269,210 

  Pledges outstanding    $13,250 (includes new pledges) 
 Raised to date     $282,450 
 Remainder needed      $87,540 

 
• In addition to giving during worship services via the blue boxes or the offering plate, you are 

invited to use online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, 
Houghton, NY 14744). 

• Financial accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the 
church office. 

 
ADDITIONAL GIFTS FOR THE BUILDING PROJECT: Thank you for your generosity that enables 
us to serve one another and others. Our building project has added costs to our initial expected amount, 
and there was a strong congregational affirmative vote on August 24 to move ahead. Given our newest 
goals, carefully and prayerfully consider whether you are able to extend your gifts above your normal 
budget-related giving. 
 
To assist us in planning, new pledge cards are available at the church office and in the sanctuary foyer 
during services. Newly promised commitments would be due in March 2026, following work completion. 
The previous pledges are still due by December 31. Any completed pledge cards should be returned to the 
church office by October 12 through the offering collection or direct delivery. 
 
CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION:   Exterior work continues on the north side of the church, but the 
normal traffic pattern is not restricted (except for an occasional parked truck during a work day). 
However, please avoid looky-loo drive throughs to allow work to progress unimpeded. Access the 
building through the south side and main office entrances. 
 
STREAMING: Send comments, ideas, or gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 
 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 
or office@hwchurch.org. 

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you. 
 

Pastor Randy Craker 

Interim Pastor 
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