SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Service September 28, 2025

Welcome
Oceans; The Stand; Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me
Time of Prayer

Prayer Response: Change My Heart O God

Scripture Reading: Jonah 3:1 — 6; 3:10-4:11a
3:1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the
message | give you.” 3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it
took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days
and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the
greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne,
took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust.

3:10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the
destruction he had threatened.

4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD,
when [ was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, LORD,
take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”

4:1 But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?”

5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and
waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the LORD God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over
Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the
next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a
scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be
better for me to die than to live.”

9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” “It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I
were dead.” 10 But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it
grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11a And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left . . . ?

Life of the Church

Greeting One Another
(Children Grades PreK through 1st Grade are released for Children's Church. Blue offering boxes are on the back table.)

Gathering Song: The Doxology

Sermon: Jonah and the Mercy of God — But Nineveh
Pastor Randy Craker

Closing Song: Instruments of Your Peace

Benediction

Scripture Reader: Faith Roeske

Musicians:
Michael Jordan and Susannah Denham; Christopher Moller, guitar;
Kevin Dibble, piano & vocals; Jill Jordan, violin;
Dan Zambrano, cajon



WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The apostle Paul writes, “So now there is no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus; (Romans 8:1). As we gather here, or wherever you are in our
streaming audience, may we embrace the freedom that God has bestowed on us. Let us unite ourselves in
Christ, that we may exercise this freedom and use it to cultivate a community of faith. May our worship today
leave us renewed by His power and convinced of His love.

PRAYER MINISTRY: This afternoon Pastor Randy is hosting a conversation about prayer ministry
throughout the pastoral transition season. If you are interested in participating, we invite you to join him and
others in the sanctuary at 4:30 p.m. to organize the effort.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Randy will wrap up his series on the church with two final sermons.
Next Sunday..."The Church Gathered: Worship and Formation." The final installment will be: "The Church
Scattered; Unity and Mission" Join us for indoor worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. We will receive Holy
Communion in both services next week. The 11:00 service will be streamed as usual. Discipleship Hour,
Youth Sunday School and Kids Connect are at 9:45 a.m.

ADDITIONAL GIFTS FOR THE BUILDING PROJECT: Thank you for your generosity that enables us to
serve one another and others. To assist us in planning, new pledge cards are available at the church office and
in the sanctuary foyer during services. Newly promised commitments would be due in March 2026, following
work completion. The previous pledges are still due by December 31. Any completed pledge cards should be
returned to the church office by October 5 through the offering collection or direct delivery.

CONNECTING: If you are not currently receiving either a text or email for Pastor Randy’s weekly letter, the
monthly Highlights, or other periodic updates and would like to, please contact Patty at the church office and
we will update your information. (office@hwchurch.org/585-567-2264)

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
October 5 — December 14
e 8:30 a.m. Indoor Worship

e 9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship Hour
e 11:00 a.m. Indoor Worship/Streaming

MISSION MOMENT--Anthony and Nancy Petrillo — SIM — Ten3

There have been many decisions to be made recently, and we thank you for your continued prayers to work
everything out. There was a situation where paperwork was submitted incorrectly which could have shut down
a ministry. But God is faithful and was able to clear things up so the ministry could continue. We praise God
for keeping this door of ministry open and for prayer partners to come along side us in this matter. God is in
control of all things.

STEWARDSHIP Budget Needed: $285,898.14  Monies Received: $247,256.03

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns: Harold Blew, Paul and Linda
Roth, Nathan Danner, Kristen Massey, Mike Mathiason (Doug Mayhle’s colleague), David Mercer, David
Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers, James Bates, Scarlett Gildemeister, Bruce Hess, Linda Leax, Jane Roeske,
Gary Wickard, Beth Pocock, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah
Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, and Emily Crikelair;
for refugees and displaced persons in the U.S. and across the world; for cessation of hostilities, wisdom, and
peace in Ukraine, the Middle East, and other places of unrest and war; for Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church,
Williamsville, and Pastor Pat Jones
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