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September 23, 2025
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

The newest substantive information is highlighted but please review all the things going on in the
church.

Note the schedule for the day on Sunday, September 28:
8:30 a.m. — Outdoor Worship Service (final one for this season)
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship hour
11:00 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service (streaming)

SUNDAY WORSHIP: This Sunday we will complete the story of Jonah the reluctant prophet.
Jonah's disdain for Nineveh was great. God's mercy for Nineveh was great. The conclusion of our
story is an intriguing look at how God and Jonah interact. It also becomes a "mirror moment" for us
to reflect on how we think about and treat those we don't like.

HWC Kids:

e This week, kids can grow by learning how to have thankful hearts that praise God.
BIG IDEA: We can thank God for every season. BIBLE: Psalm 100; 1 Timothy 6:6-16

e September Memory Verse: “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God
endures forever.” — Isaiah 40:8 (NIV)

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST: Wednesday at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday from 9:30 — 10:45 a.m. in Room 105 (across from the
library)

MEN’S BREAKFAST: On Saturday September 27, 8:00 a.m., all men are invited for
breakfast in the Community Room. Planning to come? Let us know how many eggs and
pancakes to make! To RSVP, phone the office (585-567-2264) early this week or email us
(office@hwchurch.org). Remember to use the alternative entrances to the gym.
Therefore, encourage one another. . . .1 Thessalonians. 5:11.

PRAYER MINISTRY: On Sunday, September 28, I am hosting a conversation about prayer
ministry throughout the pastoral transition season. If you are interested in participating, I invite you
to join me in the sanctuary at 4:30 p.m. to organize the effort.
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CHURCH FINANCES:
e Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 1, 2025 — May 31, 2026:

Budget Needed: $285,898.14 Monies Received: $247,256.03
Building Project
Revised fundraising need $370,000
Gifts received $264,945
Pledges outstanding $12,750
Raised to date $277.,695
Remainder needed $92,305

e In addition to giving during worship services via the blue boxes or the offering plate, you
are invited to use online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box
127, Houghton, NY 14744).

e Financial accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact
the church office.

ADDITIONAL GIFTS FOR THE BUILDING PROJECT: Thank you for your generosity that
enables us to serve one another and others. Our building project has added costs to our initial
expected amount, and there was a strong congregational affirmative vote on August 24 to move
ahead. Given our newest goals, carefully and prayerfully consider whether you are able to extend
your gifts above your normal budget-related giving.

To assist us in planning, new pledge cards are available at the church office and in the sanctuary
foyer during services. Newly promised commitments would be due in March 2026, following work
completion. The previous pledges are still due by December 31. Any completed pledge cards should
be returned to the church office by October 5 through the offering collection or direct delivery.

CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: Exterior work continues on the north side of the church,
but the normal traffic pattern is not restricted (except for an occasional parked truck during a work
day). Access the building through the south side and main office entrances.

STREAMING: Send comments, ideas, or gratitude about the streaming to
streaming(@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-
567-2264 or office@hwchurch.org.

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and
lead you.

Pastor Randy Craker

Interim Pastor
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