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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
11:00AM SEPTEMBER 21, 2025

Prelude: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less arr. Wilbur Held

*Call to Worship
Let us worship God, who reconciles us to Himself through Christ.
We are new creations; the old has gone, the new has come!
Let us worship God as Christ’s ambassadors.
Through us and through our worship
may we announce the good news to all.
Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.
Praise God! We are reconciled, redeemed, renewed!

*Hymn #43  To God be the Glory
Life of the Church
Children’s Sermon: God Hears You

*Songs of Praise:  Agnus Dei; Jesus There’s No One Like You
(Offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Almighty Father, we bow now to ask for your forgiveness. Forgive the
sins that we remember, and the sins we have forgotten. Forgive our
many failures in the face of temptation, and those times when we have
been stubborn in the face of correction. Forgive the times we have been
too proud of our own achievements and when we have failed to boast in
your works. Forgive the harsh judgments we have of others, and the
leniency we show ourselves. Forgive the lies we have told to others, and
the truths we have avoided. Forgive the pain we have caused others and
the self-pardon we have shown ourselves. Father, extend your merciful
touch to us and make us whole for the sake of your kingdom. We pray
earnestly in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Prayer Response: I Give You My Heart

Scripture Reading: Jonah 1:1 —2:1; 2:10
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Greeting One Another
Song of Gathering: The Doxology

Sermon: Reluctant Jonah—Not Nineveh
Pastor Randy Craker



*Hymn [Instruments of Your Peace Kirk & Deby Dearman
*Benediction

*Postlude: Prelude for Organ Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel

*Please stand if able Acolyte: Avery Chapman Scripture Reader: Lyn Harter

Musicians:
Rylee Sorrells, vocals; Alison Young-Reusser, guitar and vocals;
Kevin Dibble, piano & vocals; David Clem, viola;
Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The prophet
Isaiah declares to God’s people: “Come, all who are thirsty, come to the
waters...Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near”
(55:1,6, NIV). As we ponder the gracious invitation of God for His people, may
God inspire us to take Him up on His offer, knowing that He who calls us loves
us and wants to do above and beyond what we are able to ask or imagine.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Randy continues to move to Jesus’
“second great”™—the Great Commandment. We will do it in the context of the
Jonah story. For two Sundays we will look at Jonah’s running away, reluctant
going, and his sulking ministry in Nineveh. What does it mean to love God and
love neighbor when the neighbor is a Ninevite? .... Join us for our last outdoor
service this fall at 8:30 a.m. and for indoor worship/streaming at 11:00 a.m. At
9:45 a.m., for the whole family, is Discipleship Hour, Youth Sunday School, and
Kids Connect.

PRAYER MINISTRY! On Sunday, September 28th, Pastor Randy is hosting a
conversation about prayer ministry through the pastoral transition season. If you
are interested in being a part of forming and participating, I'd invite you to join
me in the sanctuary at 4:30 p.m.

HWC Kids:
»  This week, kids can grow by learning that God can make our hearts
clean. BIG IDEA: God hears us no matter the season. BIBLE: Psalm 51;
1 Timothy 2:1-7
«  Preteen Hangout is Sunday the 21st from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
*  September Memory Verse: “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but
the word of our God endures forever.” — Isaiah 40:8 (NIV)

MEN’S BREAKFAST SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 8:00 A.M.
Planning to come? Let us know how much to cook! - talk to
Bryan Davidson, Nate Jacoby, Don Little, or Peter Torraca - phone
church office: 567-2264 - email office@hwchurch.org.

Therefore, encourage one another... 1 Thessalonians 5:11




UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE

September 28
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship
9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. Indoor Worship/Streaming

October 5 — December 14
8:30 a.m. Indoor Worship
9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $268.570.98  Monies Received: $235,739.72

MISSION MOMENT Alan and Sheri Shea — SIM- ELWA—Praise the Lord,
Alan and his team were able to accomplish everything on their list for Hope
Africa University in Burundi: They were able to install a new computer for the
solar power system;, find a site for possibly putting up solar panels over the
cars in the parking lot to expand their system and train a local person to
maintain the solar power system at the university full time. Alan would
appreciate prayers for himself and his family as he heads to Pennsylvania with
the I-TEC team for the final grounding prep for the PowerPac being shipped to
Egbe Hospital in Nigeria this month. Thank you for all your prayers!

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns:
Paul and Linda Roth, Nathan Danner, Kristen Massey, Mike Mathiason (Doug
Mayhle’s colleague), David Mercer, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers,
James Bates, Scarlett Gildemeister, Bruce Hess, Linda Leax, Jane Roeske,
Gary Wickard, Beth Pocock, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green,
Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu,
Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, and Emily Crikelair; for refugees
and displaced persons in the U.S. and across the world; for cessation of
hostilities, wisdom, and peace in Ukraine, the Middle East and other places of
unrest and war; for Fellowship Wesleyan Church, West Seneca, NY, and
Pastor David Schutte.
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