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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
11:00 A.M. SEPTEMBER 14, 2025

Prelude: Exultation (from Melodic Suite) Charles Callahan
*Call to Worship (from Psalm 47)

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.

For the Lord Most High is awesome, the great King over all the earth.
God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.
Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.

For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.
God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.

The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham,
For the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted!

Choral Introit And the Father Will Dance Mark Hayes
Life of the Church
*Hymn 26 All Creatures of Our God and King
Celebration of Ministry: Royal Family Kids Camp
Children’s Sermon: In Every Season

*Songs of Praise:  Champion; Speak, O Lord
(Offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, we confess that we have longed too much for the comforts of
this world. We have loved the gifts more than the giver. With the blessing of
your mercy, help us to see that all the things we pine for are shadows, but you
are substance; that they are quicksand, but you are mountain; that they are
shifting, but you are anchor. We plead your forgiveness on the merits of Jesus
Christ. Accept his worthiness for our unworthiness, his sinlessness for our
transgressions, his fullness for our emptiness, his glory for our shame, his
righteousness for our dead works, his death for our life. We pray in Jesus’
name. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Prayer Response: What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:13-16
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Greeting One Another
Song of Gathering: The Doxology

Sermon: Faithful Presence and Practices
Pastor Randy Craker



*Hymn 506 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
*Benediction

*Postlude: Choral Song Samuel Sebastian Wesley

*Please stand if able Acolyte: Tess Hoffman Scripture Reader: Peter Luckey

Musicians:
Bridget Walton and Jon Hutmire, vocals; Kevin Dibble, guitar and vocals;
Allie Leary, piano & vocals; Rachel Decker, flute,
Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajon

The rose on the pulpit is in honor of the birth of Eliana Ayub, born August 29th,
to parents Azmat and Shewon and big brother, Elijah.

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The Psalmist proclaims:
“The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and is
armed with strength... Your throne was established long ago; you are from all
eternity” (93:1-2). We worship today to affirm the Psalmist’s proclamation—
with our words and with our lives. As we worship God the Father, may His Spirit
fill us here with the joy of worship and may we go out to live in His powerful and
loving presence.

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT REPORT?
Pastor Randy is offering two opportunities for conversation today. If you were
not able to attend the 9:45 a.m. session, there will be another one at 4:30 this
afternoon in the sanctuary. He will highlight our next steps and welcome your
questions.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING we will move to Jesus' "second great"--the Great
Commandment. We will do it in the context of the Jonah story. For two Sundays
we will look at Jonah's running away, reluctant going, and his sulking ministry in
Nineveh. What does it mean to love God and love neighbor when the neighbor is
a Ninevite?

HWC Kids:

e This week in KidMin, kids can grow by learning that God is our
shepherd who leads, protects, and cares for us. BIG IDEA: God leads us
in every season. BIBLE: Psalm 23; Luke 15:1-7

e September Memory Verse: “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but
the word of our God endures forever.” — Isaiah 40:8 (NIV)

e  Mark your calendars: Kids Club is Saturday the 20th from 9:30-11:00
a.m. and Preteen Hangout is Sunday the 21st from 6:00-8:00 p.m.

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $251,243.82  Monies Received: $219,178.49



UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE

September 14 — September 28
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship
9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. Indoor Worship/Streaming

October 5 — December 14
8:30 a.m. Indoor Worship
9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. Indoor Worship/Streaming

MISSION MOMENT: STACIA--Thank you for praying for the conference in
Budapest this past month. The connection with the other workers and seeing
what God is doing around the world was truly a blessing. English Clubs will
begin September 23. Pray that God will be the center of conversations and that
it would lead to Bible study. On her walk this past week to seek guidance, God
prompted her: “Turn around and look.” As she turned around, she saw where
she had been and was able to reflect on God’s faithfulness on her journey.
“Whatever you are carrying today, may you take the time to look back and see
where you have come from. May you be reminded of His faithfulness as you
journey on.”

PERSECUTED CHURCH: Local Churches in Savalou, Benin: Several
churches have been accused of violating local noise ordinances and now face
fines and confiscation of musical instruments. On February 12, 2024, police
visited a church where members were not using amplification or instruments.
According to Victor, the pastor, the group was clapping and singing. Police
stated that the volume of clapping and singing was excessive and requested that
musical instruments be loaded into a police vehicle, although they were not in
use at the time. Victor declined, and police directed him to report to the station,
where he was arrested and detained for three days. After his release, attendance
at worship services reportedly decreased as some church members expressed
concerns about possible further arrests.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns:
Nathan Danner, Kristen Massey, Mike Mathiason (Doug Mayhle’s colleague),
David Mercer, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers, James Bates, Scarlett
Gildemeister, Bruce Hess, Linda Leax, Jane Roeske, Gary Wickard, Beth
Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green,
Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu,
Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for refugees
throughout the world; for cessation of hostilities, wisdom, and peace in
Ukraine, the Middle East and other places of war; for Christ Chapel Wesleyan
Church, Silver Creek, NY, and Pastor Anson Miller.
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