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September 9, 2025
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Note the schedule for the day on Sunday, September 14:
8:30 a.m. — Outdoor Service

9:45 a.m. — Discipleship hour (all classes resume)
11:00 a.m. — Indoor Service (streaming)

4:30 p.m.* — Assessment Discussion in the Sanctuary

Sunday Worship: Pastor Randy will continue his sermon series on the church. How does Jesus build His
Church? By our "Faithful Presence and Practices." We will go to Matthew 5:13-16 and explore the
simple picture that Jesus presents. How we choose to live our lives shows those around us whether
Jesus really is Lord of our lives. Join us in person at 8:30 (outdoors) or 11:00 (indoors and
streaming). Don't forget the opportunity you have at 9:45, to gather for discussion, prayer, and
encouragement through a host of excellent classes.

HWC Kids:

e We had a fantastic first week of Kids Connect! Thank you for participating!

e This week in KidMin, kids can grow by learning that God is our shepherd who leads, protects, and cares
for us. BIG IDEA: God leads us in every season. BIBLE: Psalm 23; Luke 15:1-7

e September Memory Verse: “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures
forever.” — Isaiah 40:8 (NIV)

e Mark your calendars: Kids Club is Saturday the 20th from 9:30-11:00am and Preteen Hangout is Sunday
the 21st from 6-8pm.

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT REPORT? On September 14, Pastor Randy
offers two options for conversation. He will lead the Kaleidoscope class in the Community Room at 9:45 a.m. and
then again in the Sanctuary at 4:30 p.m. He will highlight our next steps and answer questions. (We have noted that
the start time for our Sunday afternoon conversation overlaps with the end of the Bills game. Since some of you
went to bed before the end of the Sunday night thriller, we thought it might be good not to cause you to have to
make a choice...so we will start our meeting at 4:30.)

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST begins Wednesday at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY begins this week from 9:30 — 10:45 a.m. in Room 105 (across from
the Church Library).
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CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTION: Now that the new construction project has begun, normal foot traffic is
somewhat altered. The Community Room foyer doors are now blocked, so enter the Christian Education
building (on the north or Fillmore side) through the gym door near the back parking lot. All other
entrances on the south side and near the offices are still available. For the first two months, the three larger
basement rooms may be accessed and used, whereas the four smaller rooms off the hallway are not
accessible. Watch this space for future updates.

Church Finances:

e Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 2025 — May 2026

Budget Needed: $251,243.82  Monies Received: $219,178.49

Building Project
Revised fundraising need $370,000
Gifts received $258,869
Pledges outstanding $16,800
Raised to date $275,669
Remainder needed $ 94,331

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. With the newest goals regarding
the building project, carefully and prayerfully consider whether you might extend your gifts above your normal
budget-related giving.

In addition to giving through the blue boxes or during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited
to use online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).

e Financial accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send comments, ideas, or gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or
office@hwchurch.org.

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you.

Pastor Randy Craker

Interim Pastor
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