THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:30am Outdoor Service September 7, 2025
106.9 FM

Welcome

Build Your Kingdom Here; Lord Reign In Me
Blue offering boxes are on the back table.

Time of Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response: The Heart of Worship

Scripture Reading: Revelation 1:9-19
I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus,
was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in
the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and
send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” I
turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and
among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a
golden sash around his chest. The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like
blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In
his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was
like the sun shining in all its brilliance. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right
hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; [ was dead, and now
look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.
“Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.”

Celebration of Ministry: Discipleship
Life of the Church

Greeting One Another
Children Grades PreK through 1st Grade are released for Children's Church. Blue offering boxes are on the back table.

Doxology

Sermon: Christ the Center of the Church
Pastor Randy Craker

Communion
There Is a Redeemer; Before the Throne f God Above; This is Amazing Grace

Benediction

Scripture Reader: Peter Toracca

Musicians:
Josey Ikker and Indi Knapp, vocals; Christopher Moeller, guitar;
Kevin Dibble, piano & vocals; Rachel Huchthausen, violin;
Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajon and vocals



WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The Psalmist proclaims: “Blessed is the one who fears the
Lord, who finds great delight in His commands™ (112:1). We come to worship today because we want to delight in God
whose commands are given out of His heart of love. We pray that you experience the joy of God as we worship together.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Randy will continue his sermon series on the church. How does Jesus build His
Church? By our "Faithful Presence and Practices."” We will go to Matthew 5:13-16 and explore the simple picture that Jesus
presents. How we choose to live our lives shows those around whether or not Jesus really is Lord of our lives. Join us in
person at 8:30 (outdoors) or 11:00 (indoors and streaming). Don't forget the opportunity you have at 9:45 to gather for
discussion, prayer, and encouragement through a host of excellent classes.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: This morning, we are receiving the elements of communion by intinction (to dip in). When you
come to the servers, tear off a piece of bread, dip it into the cup and eat it, then return to your seat. As an alternative to
intinction, a station is set up with trays of bread and cups as well as a gluten-free option. If you prefer to use these elements,
feel free to walk past the servers and proceed to the trays. If coming to the front is difficult for you, please inform the usher
and we will serve you in your vehicle or your seat.

HWC KIDS

* Kids Connect starts back up today, September 7th at 9:45am for all ages!

»  This week in Kids Connect, kids can grow by learning how to delight in God’s ways. BIG IDEA: God’s words are
always in season. BIBLE: Psalm 1; Mark 13:28-31

*  September Memory Verse: “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” —
Isaiah 40:8 (NIV)

*  September Lessons: "In Season: Each season—fall, winter, spring, and summer—brings something unique and
wonderful. From leaves changing colors to flowers blooming or animals hibernating, the changing seasons remind
us that no matter what, God is with us through it all. In this 4-week series, kids will discover how we can respond to
God in every season of life. They’ll learn that God’s words are always in season, God leads us in every season, God
hears us no matter the season, and we can thank God for every season."

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE RECENTLY PRESENTED ASSESSMENT REPORT? On Sunday,
September 14th, Pastor Randy offers two options for conversation. He will be in Kaleidoscope Discipleship Class in the
community room at 9:45 a.m. and then in the Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. He will highlight our next steps and answer questions.

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST begins Wednesday at 7:00 a.m. in the Community Room.

THE WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY begins this week from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. in Room 105 across from the
church Library.

UPCOMING FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
September 14 — September 28: 8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship / 9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult
Discipleship Hour/ 11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship
October 5 — December 14: 8:30 a.m. Indoor Worship/9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship
Hour/ 11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship

STEWARDSHIP Budget Needed: $233,916.66 Monies Received: $200,930.42

MISSION MOMENT: Joel and Barb Trudell — Wycliffe Bible Translators--Barb’s team is excited about the African
Country Research to solve the kids’ language challenges in school. This would teach the kids to read their own language
along with learning English and French. Joel is working with their SIL Kenya colleagues to engage the Kenyan churches to
use Scripture in their own language to enhance the ministry in their country. Pray for Joel’s traveling safety to connect with
a Kenyan Anglican bishop who is coming to Fort Worth to visit churches in that area. They are so thankful for our prayers.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving a loss, particularly for the family of Doug Melton (Sharon Johnson’s
uncle); for those with health concerns: Nathan Danner, Kristen Massey, Mike Mathiason (Doug Mayhle’s colleague), David
Mercer, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers, James Bates, Scarlett Gildemeister, Bruce Hess, Linda Leax, Jane Roeske,
Gary Wickard, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and
Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for displaced
refugees throughout the world; for protection and peace for innocents in Ukraine, the Middle East, and other war torn
places; for the launch of Redeem Church, Cheektowaga, NY, and Pastor Nathan Nedopak.



Build Your Kingdom Here

Come set Your rule and reign

In our hearts again

Increase in us we pray

Unveil why we're made

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope
Like wildfire in our very souls

Holy Spirit come invade us now

We are Your church

We need Your pow'r in us

We seek Your kingdom first

We hunger and we thirst

Refuse to waste our lives

For You're our joy and prize

To see the captives' hearts released

The hurt the sick the poor at peace

We lay down our lives for heaven's cause
We are Your church

We pray revive this earth

Build Your kingdom here

Let the darkness fear

Show Your mighty hand

Heal our streets and land

Set Your church on fire

Win this nation back

Change the atmosphere

Build Your kingdom here we pray

Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r

Reaching the near and far

No force of hell can stop

Y our beauty changing hearts

You made us for much more than this
Awake the kingdom seed in us

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ
We are Your church

We are the hope on earth

Lord Reign In Me

Over all the earth You reign on high
Every mountain stream every sunset sky
But my one request Lord my only aim
Is that You'd reign in me again

Lord reign in me reign in Your pow'r
Over all my dreams in my darkest hour
You are the Lord of all  am

So won't You reign in me again

Over every thought over every word

May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord
'Cause You mean more to me

Than any earthly thing

So won't You reign in me again

The Heart of Worship

When the music fades all is stripped away
And I simply come

Longing just to bring something that's of worth
That will bless Your heart

I'll bring You more than a song

For a song in itself is not what You have required
You search much deeper within

Through the way things appear

You're looking into my heart

I'm coming back to the heart of worship
And it's all about You all about You Jesus
I'm sorry Lord for the thing I've made it
When it's all about You all about You Jesus

King of endless worth no one could express
How much You deserve

Though I'm weak and poor all I have is Yours
Ev'ry single breath

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

There Is A Redeemer

There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son
Precious Lamb of God Messiah Holy One

Thank You O my Father

For giving us Your Son

And leaving Your Spirit

Till the work on earth is done

Jesus my Redeemer name above all names
Precious Lamb of God Messiah
O for sinners slain

When I stand in glory I will see His face
There I'll serve my King forever
In that holy place

This Is Amazing Grace

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger
The King of Glory the King above all kings

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder
The King of Glory the King above all kings

This is amazing grace
This is unfailing love
That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross



You laid down Your life
That I would be set free
Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me

Who brings our chaos back into order
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter
The King of Glory the King of Glory

Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance
The King of Glory the King above all kings

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave (3x)
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy worthy worthy

Before The Throne of God Above
Before the throne of God above

[ have a strong and perfect plea

A great High Priest whose name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me

My name is graven on His hands

My name is written on His heart

I know that while in heav'n He stands

No tongue can bid me thence depart

No tongue can bid me thence depart

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin
Because the sinless Saviour died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the Just is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me

Behold Him there the risen Lamb
My perfect spotless righteousness
The great unchangeable | Am

The King of glory and of grace

One with Himself I cannot die

My soul is purchased with His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Saviour and my God
With Christ my Saviour and my God

I bow before the cross of Christ

And marvel at this love divine

God's perfect Son was sacrificed

To make me righteous in God's eyes

This river's depths I cannot know

But I can glory in its flood

The Lord Most High has bowed down low
And poured on me His glorious love

And poured on me His glorious love

HWC DISCIPLESHIP HOUR * Sundays @ 9:45am
Classes for all ages and walks of life

KALEIDOSCOPE
Who: Adults of all ages
What: Content varies week to week, but always inspiring and challenging.
Faith journey testimonies, panel discussions, mission updates, direct Bible
study, more. A schedule of upcoming weeks is at the Welcome Table.
Facilitator: Varies
Location: Community Room (CE Building)

READING DEVOTIONALLY TOGETHER
Who: Adults of all ages
What: The group seeks to grow in the knowledge and grace of Jesus Christ
by thoughtfully reading and discussing Christian books in community.
Current book: Streams of Living Water by Richard Foster.
Facilitator: Beth Stevick
Location: Room 11 (beneath sanctuary)

EXPOSITION OF ACTS
‘Who: Adults of all ages
What: A rigorous deductive study of various books of the Bible (currently
the book of Acts). It is also the longest-running Sunday morning class in
HWC history.
Facilitator: Dr. Paul Young
Location: Room 9 (beneath sanctuary)

WOMEN OF THE WORD
Who: Women of all ages
What: Discipleship through Bible study and prayer in a group marked by
warm fellowship, vulnerability, and mutual support.
Facilitator: Eileen Jacoby
Location: Room 105 (CE Building, near church offices)

MEN’S DISCIPLESHIP
Who: Men of all ages
What: A deep dive into the exciting journey of faith. This group studies
scripture and challenging Christian books together.
Facilitator: Nate Jacoby
Location: Board Room (CE Building, in church offices)

COFFEE & CONNECTIONS
Who: Parents of young children and youth
What: Simple fellowship and rest, mutual support, sharing burdens, and
celebrating joys together.
Facilitator: Emily Spateholts
Location: Room 117 (CE Building, first floor)

MOMS WHO PRAY
Who: Moms of all ages—younger, older and everything in between
What: A time of sharing and prayer together.
Facilitator: Sally Johnson
Location: Room 6 (beneath sanctuary)

UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP
Who: Students and college-aged young adults.
What: Usually inductive Bible study. occasionally guest presenters or
intergenerational activities, but always with a dose of fun and food. The
group also does a number of fellowship and service events at different times
throughout the year.
Facilitator: Pastor David Huizenga
Location: Room 10 (beneath sanctuary)

YOUTH
Who: Grades 7-12
What: Bible and thematic studies, a welcoming environment for youth
Facilitator: Pastor Jon Cole
Location: Youth Room, 217 (CE Building, second floor)

KIDS CONNECT
Who: 2 years through 6" grade
What: Joy-filled classes for every age
Director: Emily Spateholts
Location: CE Building, first and second floors
* For many worship services, child care during the sermon portion is
available for PreK through 1% grade in Room 117 (CE Building, first floor)

NURSERY: O to 24 months (CE Building, first floor)
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