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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
11:00 A.M. SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

Prelude: Adoration Florence Price
Katrina Kaufman-VonBuren, organist

* Call to Worship (from Revelation 15)
Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty.
Just and true are your ways, King of the nations.
Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name?
For you alone are holy.
All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts
have been revealed.
Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty!

*Hymn 3 Immortal, Invisible
Life of the Church
Celebration of Ministry: Discipleship

*Songs of Praise: Build Your Kingdom Here; Lord Reign In Me
(Offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too
deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts
can no longer endure, and what has become an unbearable personal
judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a
future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more
and more in your likeness and image, through Jesus Christ, the light of
the world. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Prayer Response: The Heart of Worship

Scripture Reading: Revelation 1:9-19
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Greeting One Another

*Song of Gathering Doxology

Sermon: Christ the Center of the Church
Pastor Randy Craker

Communion

*Songs: There Is a Redeemer; Before the Throne of God Above;
This is Amazing Grace



*Benediction

*Postlude: Trumpet Tune in G Martha Sobaje

*Please stand if able Acolyte: Annie Jordan Scripture Reader: Jim Zoller

Musicians:
Josey Ikker and Indi Knapp, vocals; Christopher Moeller, guitar;
Kevin Dibble, piano & vocals; Rachel Huchthausen, violin;
Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajon and vocals

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The Psalmist
proclaims: “Blessed is the one who fears the Lord, who finds great delight in His
commands” (112:1). We come to worship today because we want to delight in
God whose commands are given out of His heart of love. We pray that you
experience the joy of God as we worship together.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Randy will continue his sermon series on
the church. How does Jesus build His Church? By our "Faithful Presence and
Practices." We will go to Matthew 5:13-16 and explore the simple picture that
Jesus presents. How we choose to live our lives shows those around us whether
Jesus really is Lord of our lives. Join us in person at 8:30 (outdoors) or 11:00
(indoors and streaming). Don't forget the opportunity you have at 9:45, to gather
for discussion, prayer, and encouragement through a host of excellent classes.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: This morning, we are receiving the elements of
Communion by intinction (to dip in). When your row is released, come to the
front, tear off a piece of bread, dip it into the cup and eat it. You may return to
your seat by the outside aisle. As an alternative to intinction, stations are set up
on both sides with trays of bread and cups as well as a gluten-free option. If you
prefer to use these elements, feel free to walk past the servers and proceed to the
trays. If coming to the front is difficult for you, please inform the usher and we
will serve you in your seat.

HWC KIDS

« Kids Connect starts back up today, September 7th at 9:45am for all ages!

¢ This week in Kids Connect, kids can grow by learning how to delight in
God’s ways. BIG IDEA: God’s words are always in season. BIBLE: Psalm 1;
Mark 13:28-31

*  September Memory Verse: “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the
word of our God endures forever.” — Isaiah 40:8 (NIV)

+ September Lessons: "In Season: Each season—fall, winter, spring, and
summer—brings something unique and wonderful. From leaves changing
colors to flowers blooming or animals hibernating, the changing seasons
remind us that no matter what, God is with us through it all. In this 4-week
series, kids will discover how we can respond to God in every season of life.
They’ll learn that God’s words are always in season, God leads us in every
season, God hears us no matter the season, and we can thank God for every
season."



DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE RECENTLY PRESENTED
ASSESSMENT REPORT? On Sunday, September 14th, Pastor Randy offers
two options for conversation. He will be in Kaleidoscope Discipleship Class in
the community room off the gym at 9:45 a.m. and then in the Sanctuary at 4:00
p.m. He will highlight our next steps and answer questions.

YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST begins Wednesday at 7 a.m. in the
Community Room.

THE WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY begins this week from 9:30
to 10:45 a.m. in Room 105 across from the church Library.

UPCOMING FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE

September 14 — September 28
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship
9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship

October 5 — December 14
8:30 a.m. Indoor Worship
9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $233,916.66 Monies Received: $200,930.42

MISSION MOMENT: Joel and Barb Trudell — Wycliffe Bible Translators
Barb’s team is excited about the African Country Research to solve the kids’
language challenges in school. This would teach the kids to read their own
language along with learning English and French. Joel is working with their
SIL Kenya colleagues to engage the Kenyan churches to use Scripture in their
own language to enhance the ministry in their country. Pray for Joel’s traveling
safety to connect with a Kenyan Anglican bishop who is coming to Fort Worth
to visit churches in that area. They are so thankful for our prayers.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving a loss, particularly for the
family of Doug Melton (Sharon Johnson’s uncle); for those with health
concerns: Nathan Danner, Kristen Massey, Mike Mathiason (Doug Mayhle’s
colleague), David Mercer, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers, James Bates,
Scarlett Gildemeister, Bruce Hess, Linda Leax, Jane Roeske, Gary Wickard,
Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron
Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle,
Jeshu, Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for
displaced refugees throughout the world; for protection and peace for innocents
in Ukraine, the Middle East, and other war torn places; for the launch of
Redeem Church, Cheektowaga, NY, and Pastor Nathan Nedopak.
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