
     September 2, 2025 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Note the schedule for the day on Sunday, September 7:. 
8:30 a.m. – Outdoor Service  

9:45 a.m. – Discipleship hour (all classes resume) 

11:00 a.m. – Indoor Service (streaming) 

Sunday Worship: Last week we talked about the three greats of Matthew: "A Great Church," "A Great 
Commandment," and "A Great Co-mission." Jesus promised to build his church and he does it through us and 
with us as we love God and neighbor and make disciples. 

For the next two weeks I want to look at the "Great Church!" 

We will first go to Revelation 1 and see "Christ at the Center of the Church." John was given a powerful picture 
of Jesus, one that speaks into his and our confusing and troubling times. 

The second message will be: "Faithful Presence and Practices." We will see in Matthew 5:13-16 how if we are 
active in the mission of Jesus, he is at work building his church through our presence and practices.  

HWC Kids: 
• Kids Connect starts back up on Sunday, September 7th at 9:45am for all ages!
• This week in Kids Connect, kids can grow by learning how to delight in God’s ways. BIG IDEA:

God’s words are always in season. BIBLE: Psalm 1; Mark 13:28–31
• September Memory Verse: “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures

forever.” — Isaiah 40:8 (NIV)
• September Lessons: "In Season: Each season—fall, winter, spring, and summer—brings something

unique and wonderful. From leaves changing colors to flowers blooming or animals hibernating, the
changing seasons remind us that no matter what, God is with us through it all. In this 4-week series,
kids will discover how we can respond to God in every season of life. They’ll learn that God’s words
are always in season, God leads us in every season, God hears us no matter the season, and we can
thank God for every season."

Calling all hands!  Nearly all church basement furniture and stored materials need to be removed to the storage 
unit next to the church. We are having a Saturday morning work bee for about one hour at 10:30 on 
September 6.  Please come help in the first step of the building project.  There are many lightweight items and 
some heavier ones, requiring multiple hands by all ages.  The whole family can be involved! Donuts and drinks 
will be served. Bring others who may not read this. Please join us. 



Valley Preschool: We are inviting applicants for two assistant teachers 
for Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings starting in September. The 
ideal candidates will have a) a degree, training, and/or experience in 
Elementary/Early Childhood/Christian Education, b) experience working 
with two- to five-year-old children, c) a strong and growing personal 
commitment to Christ, and d) faithfulness to the mission of Houghton 
Wesleyan Church and Valley Preschool.   To express interest or seek 
further information, a full job description, and an application, please 
contact Casda Danner, Valley Preschool Director, at 
casdadanner@hwchurch.org 

 Church Finances: 

• Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 2025 – May 2026 
 

Budget Needed: $233,916.66      Monies Received: $200,930.42 

Building Project 

  Initial fundraising goal   $250,000 
  Addit'l project cost (est.)   $120,000 
  Revised need   $370,000 
    
  Gifts received  $257,614  
  Pledges outstanding  $16,950  
  Raised to date   $274,564 
    
  Addit'l fund raising goal   $95,436 
 

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. With the 
newest goals regarding the building project, carefully and prayerfully consider whether you 
might extend your gifts above your normal budget-related giving.  

In addition to giving through the blue boxes or during the offering time in our worship 
services, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church 
(P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• Financial accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the 
church office. 

 
Streaming: Send comments, ideas, or gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 
 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 
or office@hwchurch.org. 

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you. 

 

Pastor Randy Craker 

Interim Pastor 

https://www.hwchurch.org/giving/
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