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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
11:00AM AUGUST 31, 2025

Prelude: O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High. arr. David Johnson

* Call to Worship (from Psalm 146)

Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, my soul!

We will praise the Lord all our lives;

we will sing praise to our God as long as we live.
Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who
cannot save.

When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day

their plans come to nothing.
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose
hope is in the Lord their God.

*Hymn 5 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
Life of the Church

Celebration of Ministry: Back to School Blessing

*Song of Praise: O Church Arise
(Offering will be received during this song)

Prayer of Confession
Lord, we confess the tendency to store up treasure on earth, placing our
trust in our possessions and our money. We are aware that there are times
when we have made work into our master, letting work invade the time you
give us to rest, to fellowship with others, and to worship. At other times we
may “make do” and “get by” in our work, rather than working with our
whole heart. We can get overwhelmed by worry and stress, forgetting to
place our work in your hands and to trust you for the harvest. There have
been times when we have resented our bosses, unfairly judged our
coworkers, and lorded it over those we supervise. Forgive us of our sins
because of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Prayer Response: Lord I Need You

Scripture Reading: Matthew 16:13-18; Matthew 22:34-40; Matthew 28:16-20;
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Greeting One Another

Sermon: Three Greats
Pastor Randy Craker



*Hymn 501 The Church’s One Foundation
*Benediction

*Postlude: Trumpet Voluntary John Stanley

*Please stand if able  Acolyte: Evelyn Esh Scripture Reader: Gwen Mercer

Musicians:
Esther Tse, trumpet; Josey Ikker and Michael Jordan, vocals;
Alison Young-Reusser, guitar and vocals; Kevin Dibble, piano & vocals;
Jill Jordan, violin; Steve Olson, bass guitar; Dan Zambrano, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. In our worship
today, we remember that God loves us, that he is for us, and that his desires for
us are far greater than we could ever imagine. As we embark on a new academic
year, we gather asking God’s Spirit to work in us and to transform us by His
grace.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Randy will continue his sermon series on
the church. We will look at the first chapter of Revelation where we find John on
the desolate isle of Patmos. And yet in the midst of hard and troubling
circumstances, he received an encouraging reminder about "Christ the Center of
the Church." Join us for worship at 8:30 (outdoors) and 11:00 (indoors/
streaming). Discipleship Hour begins at 9:45 a.m.

CONNECTING: If you are not currently receiving either a text or email for
Pastor Randy’s weekly letter, please contact the church office (567-2264/
office@hwchurch.org) and we will update your information.

HWC KIDS:

»  This week in Children's Church and via email, kids learn about God's
message to the prophet Ezekiel at the valley of dry bones. BIG
IDEA: God is with us at all times. BIBLE: Ezekiel 37:1-14;
Hebrews 13:6-8

*  August Memory Verse: “He has made everything beautiful in its
time. He has also set eternity in the human heart.” — Ecclesiastes
3:11a (NIV)

¢ Kids Connect starts back up on Sunday, September 7th at 9:45am for
all ages! Can't wait to be back together with you all!

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $216,589.50  Monies Received: $189,863.51



UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
e September 7 — September 28 8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship 11:00 a.m.
Indoor/Streaming Worship
e September 7 9:45 a.m. -- Discipleship Hour will resume. This week
features a presentation of the Australia Youth Trip Report in the
Kaleidoscope class (Community Room).

PERSECUTED CHURCH: INDONISIA On Aug. 2, local authorities
permanently closed the Immanuel Prayer House, in Purbayani Village,
Indonesia. The prayer house was established in 2010 to serve about 100 local
Christians from five subdistricts who would otherwise travel up to 60 miles to
worship. A representative of the Task Force on Freedom of Religion and Belief
(KBB), said that after the Aug. 2 closure, evangelist Dani Natanael Gunawan,
the leader of the Immanuel Prayer House, was also evicted from the Caringin
area of Garut Regency, and that he and his school-aged son were forced to
leave the area. As a result of the closure, many Christians from the Caringin
District and surrounding areas no longer have a designated place of worship.
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Indonesia who are experiencing
persecution and restrictions on their freedom to worship.

MISSION MOMENT: Steve &; Margie Doty — Wycliffe--Steve and Margie
help train new translator consultants whose job is to check other translator’s
work. There is a 5-week workshop to help them do quality control checks of
others’ work. They ZOOM in from all over the world (Asia, Europe, North
America, South America, Africa and the Pacific). Praise that their 3 adult
children were able to visit them in Houghton this past month. Thank you for
your faithful support of their Bible translation ministry.

PRAYER CONCERNS: For the family of Linda Edwards and for all who are
grieving; for those with health concerns: Nathan Danner, Kristen Massey, Mike
Mathiason (Doug Mayhle’s colleague), Doug Melton (Sharon Johnson’s
uncle), David Mercer, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers, James Bates,
Scarlett Gildemeister, Bruce Hess, Linda Leax, Jane Roeske, Gary Wickard,
Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron
Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle,
Jeshu, Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for
displaced refugees throughout the world; for protection, wisdom, and peace in
Ukraine, the Middle East, and other war torn places; for Hillside Wesleyan
Church, Olean, NY, and for Pastor Dan Todd.
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