
August 26, 2025 

Dear Houghton Church Friends,  

On Sunday, August 31, we return to our 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship schedule. 

Note the schedule for the day. 
8:30 a.m. – Outdoor Service 

9:45 a.m. - Parents of Youth are invited to attend the Parents’ Meeting in the Community Room 
where you can ask questions, get critical info, listen to the plan for the year, and sign an annual 
permission slip. (Also, donuts) 

11:00 a.m. –Indoor Service (streaming) 

Sunday Worship: I will be starting a series on the church this week. I want to look at the "3 greats" that are 
identified in the book of Matthew--"A Great Church, A Great Commandment, and A Great Co-Mission." 
These are three powerful reminders of what we are invited to live out on our journey with Jesus. I look 
forward to moving into our fall schedule and activities reminding you of the beauty and joy of being part of 
what Jesus is calling us to. See you Sunday in person or online. 

HWC Kids: 
• This week in Children's Church and via email, kids learn about God's message to

the prophet Ezekiel at the valley of dry bones. BIG IDEA: God is with us at all times.  BIBLE:
Ezekiel 37:1–14; Hebrews 13:6–8

• August Memory Verse: “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity
in the human heart.” — Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV)

• Kids Connect starts back up on Sunday, September 7th at 9:45am for all ages!  Can't wait to be
back together with you all!

Valley Preschool: We are inviting applicants for two assistant teachers for 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings starting in September. The 
ideal candidates will have: 

• A degree, training, and/or experience in Elementary/Early 
Childhood/Christian Education,

• Experience working with two- to five-year-old children,
• A strong and growing personal commitment to Christ, and
• Faithfulness to the mission of Houghton Wesleyan Church and 

Valley Preschool.
To express interest or seek further information, a full job description, and an 
application, please contact Casda Danner, Valley Preschool Director, at 
casdadanner@hwchurch.org 
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 Church Finances: 

• Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 2025 – May 2026 
Budget Needed: $216,589.50      Monies Received: $189,863.51 

Building Project 

  Initial fundraising goal   $250,000 

  Addit'l project cost (est.)   120,000 

  Revised need   370,000 
    
  Gifts received  $238,199  
  Pledges outstanding  17,950  
  Raised to date   256,149 
    
  Addit'l fund raising goal   $113,851 
 

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. With the newest 
goals regarding the building project, consider whether you might extend your contribution 
above your normal budget-related giving. 

In addition to giving through the blue boxes or during the offering time in our worship services, 
you are invited to use online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 
127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• Financial accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the 
church office. 

 
Streaming: Send comments, ideas, or gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 
 
If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 
or office@hwchurch.org. 

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you. 

 

Pastor Randy Craker 

Interim Pastor 
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